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By Ann Shaw
spoctal wiitor

Tiiéater g'roups boos

effort 1o offer the current In drama. -

Last fall Secor and Judy Plerson, her

f‘ﬂlere‘a gold out there — golden op-
portunity to entertaln or be enter-
tained, to be a part of community the-
ater production.

Community theaters groups for Red-
ford-Livonln, Garden Cliy and Wayne-
‘Westland are opportunitics for viewing
tive performances and showeases for
gmateur players to display thelr tal-

onts.

+ And for some of the amateurs, the
showcase - has turned (o a staircase
leading to professional and semi-pro-
fesslonal performing carcers.

. Moya Taormini, Howard Egan, Mark
Savage and Cathy Mann are some of
the people who have started behind lo-
cal footlights and gone on to other stag-
©s, or films or television,

Mary Ann Vosgerchian, Beverly
Pemberthy, Loulse Martln, Gary An-
drews, Marlene Duffor, Jeanle Garr-
Inger and Bl Holfman are others,

For all, the springboard has been
theatrical organlzatlons, varled in or-
ganization and resources but all firmly
commitied to offering the best possible
entertainment and opportunity.

THE THEATER GUILD of Livonla-
Redford {TGLR) has provided the stage
experience, training and associations
that has fed to the'greatest number of
professlonal careers.
Founded in 1954 by the Llvonia
Parks and Receeatlon Department, the
gulld incorporated the next year. There
were 14 years of using school stages
and storing scts, props and costumes in
members' basements, Then the group
acqulred_Its own bullding at Beech-
Daly south of Flve Mile.
‘More Important than location has
been the gulld's dedleatlon to high
standards.
. "Qur first debt has always been to

“the audlence,” sald Pat Secor, o found-
er of the gulld and its exccutive direc-
tor from 1955-1980.

She explatned she learned while get-
ting drama degrees from Northwestern
Unlverslty and the University of Michi-
gan that “If you're really interested In
theater, you don't just put on plays you
the fun of iL.”

*You producc a show as p: jonal

. L]
three days ln New York

director, spent
cheeking out
flva new shows, ! .

THE AREA thester scone also Ine”

cludes tho Wayne-Westland Civic The-
ater, which hasn’t missed a perform-
ance in 23 years, and the Garden City
Civie Theater, begun five years ago, -

The Westland group, which recently :

changed its name to the Spotlighters,
was founded by Lols Tebin, John Glean
High School drama department head,

“It's 8o important to have a viable
community theater,” said Tobin. “The-
ater ls, after all, how we keep our cul-
ture and heritage alive.”

‘The Spotlighters, she sald, are cons-
tralned by “not having our own bulld-
ing® and boosted *spirit, fun and dedi-
cation.”

Mike Swaln, who began acllng In To-
bin's John Glenn drama classes and
now is Spotlighters prealdent, thinks his
group's contributlon'ls “an alternative
to medindominated entertalnment,”
for actors as well as audlence.

The Garden Clty Civic Theater has
withstood the difficult first five years
largely because of strong support from
the school district, aaid its president,
Dr. Mark Barsamian.

*“We've had a very good working re-
lationship,” he noted. “We have lwo
rooms at the Community Center for au-’
ditlons, storage and set construction.”

*We're certalnly an amateur organi-
zation,” he noted, but added: “We're
agressively expanding, and we wel-
come new people. You never can tell
what untapped talent Is out there.”

A LOOK at the acting carcers that
have grown out of this arcas commun!-
ty theater can well start with Moya
Taormina.

She answered a newspaper ad and
wound up playlag the tead In the Llvo-
nla-Redford Gulld's flrst productlon,
“East Lynn,” in 1954

“The next 20 years, she sald, Included
the blrth of eight children, and “I
played In shows between having ba-

08"

“We always had professional quality
dircctors,” she remembers, That meant

ly as you possibly can.”
That commitiment leads the guild to
careful selection In plays and a strong

or

high ds for p lons and al
forced the actors to be adaptible, sho

added.
That training, Taormina belicves,
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t amateurs 1o stardom
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Think of the perfoct crime, and you'll find Howard Egan (loft), who starred in TGLR's production.o
previously porformed with the TGLR, '

helped break tnto a professional carcer
of radio and television commerclals.
She also learned, from Tom Aquino
whom she met during a TGLR produc-
tion of “The Bells are Ringlog,” about
how to go about making contacts in the
professional theater world. '

She's been scen and heard on com-
mercials for Marathon Oll, American
Motors, Blue Cross/Blue Shicld,
Chrysler and Natlonal Bank of Detroit.

Besldes its professionalism, this ac-
tress has appreclated the Livonta-Red-
{ord group’s cholce of plays. “They ha-
ven't been afrald to do daring shows,”
she said. “That attracts people who
want to try out for more challenging
shows and keeps an atert, sophisticated
audlence.”

HOWARD EGAN is another gulld
malnstay who has carved a profession-

N

Gary Andrews, who
currently stars n Hal
Youngblood's pro-
duction of ‘“Dead
Ringar" st the Atllc
Theater, got his start
with the Livonia-Red-
ford Theater Guild
production of “Dirty
Linen,” Pat - Sccord *
(loft), a founder and
first executive direc-
tor of the Livonia-
Redford Theator
Guild, and Moya
Taormina, who has
combined an acting
carcer with raising
elght children, are
outside the guild's
building.

hudsons

al career in radlo and TV advertislng
and dlnner theater.

Currently starring (o the Jimmy
Launce preduction of <“California
Sulte,” Egan has dirccted dloner the-
ater presentations of “How the Other
Half Lives” and *Sleuth.” The latter
drama he [lrst met when he starred in
its TGLR version,

*Good theater is good theater, no
matter what level you're in,” noled

Egan.

“It all starts with fundamentals. The
dlecctors and (he Jadles at the gulld
bult some pretty good habits inta me."

Egan also appreclates the gulld's
gutsy* play sclection and plcks
“Equus” a3 one of his two favorite roles
with the organization.

The other was “Oliver,” in which he
shared the spotlight with an 8-year-old
Livonla boy who also was destined lo
Ko on to bigger things.

Mark Savage followed *Oliver” with
a role In Celeste Holm's touring com-

ny of “Mame™ and his family then

: ‘l)naoved 1o California to broaden his act-

Ing opportunitics. He returned here a
few years ago as a Von Trapp son ina
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production of “The Sound of Musle.

CATHY MANN graduated {rom
Thurston High School In 1961 and from
Michigan State Univesity in 1965, That
year she also had a rale in a gulld pro-
Buctlon of “Ways and Means,” and con-
tacts at that time took her to New York
and a modellng career.

She returned to Detrolt and hosted a
talk show on WDIV and now Is appear-
ing oo NBC's Entertainment this woek,

Then there are Beverly Pemberthy
and Bl Bonds, who starred in @ 1958
gulld productlon of “The Tender Trap.”

Bonds s now a houschold face to
those wha watch television news In this
area, and Pemberthy has played with
Robert Preston in “Nobody Loves an
Albatross™ and with Myrna Loy in the
road company af “Barefoot fn the
Park.” :

She has played Pat Randolph on the
NBC soap opera *Ancther World® for
15 years.

LOUISE MARTIN, n career actreas
who has played many roles In guild
productions, is now performing In “To

Grandmother's House We Go® with the
Attic Theater, .

*I joined because I knew they did
quality work,” she sald. “Anyone can
fearn the important skills If they are
with a good group.”

1In the last decade Martln has spent
conslderable Ume in New York dolng
theater and radlo and television com-
merclals.

But she remalns a fan of communlty
theater, especlally the Livonia-Redford
Guild.

“I would gladly get a waiver from
Equity to perform’In one of their
shows,” she said.“This group for many
1s still an untapped vesource. That's too
bad, because it's pure gold.”

Another TGLR graduate cutrently at
the Altle Is Gary Andrews, starring In
the Hal Youngblood production of
“Dead Ringer. He also has starred In
Zoo Story” at the Attie and “The Sub-
ject Was Roses” at Musle Hall.

Andrews had trled actlng in high
schoo!l and won the lead in the gulld's
“Dirty Linen® preductlon two years
ago.
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