As society changes

Togetherness of f amlly is s fading -

* Editdr's Note: This {s the fourth in
‘a series of' articles exploring
“American Families in Transition.”
In this article, historian Milton Co-
vensky describes how a society in

* which most of us work in the service
\sectors affects our family life.
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WE ARE currently In the midst of o
‘great transition. This shift from an {n.
dustrial soclety to a post-lndustrial so-
cle‘:y has var{vu;ly been e:;lcd the sec-
-on e

Families in
Transition

while Nlelsen estimates that children
watch an average of almost 25 hours of
tetevision each wi

‘or the lu!onmunu revolution,

Like the 19th-century industrial rev-
ution that transformed the western
arld from an agricultural to an indus-
itrial society, thls 20th century transi-
tion has had profound consequences for
ithe family.

4 The famliy has become

id of the
mentality is the American family's use
of energy, which Is higher per house.
hold unit than m:ywhere elsg in tho
world.

‘The service economy feeds and reln-
lorm the family as a consumption
center and vice versa. The supermar-
et is an muluuounllzcd means of

»a center of c«nsumpllon rather than o!
\productlon, and i has been

the { af
Amerlcau um!llu Cunvzn\cly, the

a: an Institution In the process.
Prior to the first Industrizl revolu-
.uon. most of the lakor force In the
‘\Unlted States was engaged in agricul-
iture. A majority of (amily hicads were
urmeu, and the family unit was orl-

uae prolilcnuon of supemurkeu, fast
food chains, microwave ovens, frozen

foods, and Instant coffec, tea and soups, .

The scrvice economy also provides
an apparatus of service agents such as
consumer representatives and enviren-

economy makes possible an enormous
new flood of women ino the independ.
ent tabor fores. The husband and wife
who both have separate jobs, dlvorced
women tnd widows working to suppart
the famlly are now familiar on the
American family and work scene.

The Amerlean famlly also has been
transformed by urbanization. 'I'hﬁ’ rural

tion 13 In conflict with primary family
foyalties and tles of kinship. Urbaniza-
tion tends to promota secondary or so-
cletal contacts, for example, jobs, asso-
clations and clubs, rather than pi
loyaltles such as family or old-fash-
foned nelghborhoods.

In the industrial and post-industrial
phases of American soclety, humerous

@ un-
il the late 19th century, but Industriat
ization Jed to the dominance of the city
and urban life. Since the 19503, the ex-
pansion of metropolitan space In the
form of the "suburbs” has been distinc-
tlve, Although there is somo movem:nt
back to rural aress, It s estimated tha
by 1990, 90 percent of Americans wlll
be llvln; in elther urban or suburban

'ﬁm clty and urban lnnsporuuun
systems bave vastly Increased mobility
among famlly members. The father
and mother may travel miles to their

earlier azsumed by the fami-
ly have been absorbed by a variely of
Inatitutions. hEu pre-Industrial family
{functlons, especlally for gisls.
These have been Increasingly ab-
sorbed by the schools, which provide
primary skills — readlng, writing, and
arithmetic — but also vocatlon educa-
tlon, education In the arts, sex educa-
tion, and an Increasing responsibllity
for the zociatlzation of the child.
Simllarly, religlous functions earller
provided by the family have been taken
ovbe: by the organlud churches, which
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The American family
Is more and more
“now” orlented with
a deep need to find
quick, present
gratification.

mpcctlve johs. ChiMdren may travel

‘ented around
1 In the first half of the 20th ceatury,
'wllh the trlumph of industrial America,

Most of the labor force
is no longer employed

to schoot, enter

mental p , who os-
tensibly protect the interests of the
{amily.

THE SPECTACULAR computer and
electronics revolution advances the
service economy and the famlly as a
center. The rise of Instant

in heavy ry but
in such service sectors
as government,

eredit, instant foods, instant news, in-
stant TV movies, places an inordinate
emphasis on the famnily’s need to con-
sume rather to produce. The

education and mass
communication.

the industrial labor force exceeded the
agricultural.

¢ In the second half of the 20th century
a further remarkable change has en-
sued, Only about 4 percent of the tabor
force 1s today engnged In agriculture.
Even more startling, most of tho labor
foree is no longer employed in heavy
indusu'y. such as automoblle and stecl
‘production, Instcad, the majority of
‘workers ars In service sectors, such 2a

vgovcmm;a hasplh:l bankh:g. educl-v

« THE CONSEQUENCES
momentus. In a service cconomy the
Jamily shifts more and more from a
Jong-term productfon unlt to a short-
fun consumptlon eenter,

¢ Consumption and the consumer men-
fality become all Important. Instead of
producing a major part of Its own en-

are

family s, more

. and more “now” orlented with a deep

:llccd to find qulck, present gratlflca-
on,

Thla tendency !5 also promoted by
the search for models in the present
rather than In past time. In carller pe-
rlods chlldren could emulate thelr par-

ents or grandparents as modcls. Today,

they Increasingly find thelr models
among “/deals® who are present [dols
— rock stars, pop artists, current mov-
fe stars, pen pab, anvlmnmenlnu.lb
and cphemeral

Finally, the cxyuulcn of a service

Courses by Nowapaper, &
program of Unlivarsity
Extenslon, Unlvorsity of
Callfornin, San Diego, and
was funded by a grant from
the Natlonal Endowmont for
the Humaniiles.

The vlows oxpressed do
not nocossarlly refloct
those of the Unlveralty of

ter the famil,

4
ronsllmes entertalnment provided by
the mass media — movies,

, the Natlona! -
Endowment for the

Tadlo, mass newspapers and popular
magazines. Much tUme [ spent consum-
lng sparts evcnls and popular muslc,

t or tho
participating newapapers
and colleges,

. Thissedea waswrittenfor .. . 7 |

Glrls - Boys « Adults
2years and uj
«BALLET « JA,

*TAP « GYMNASTICS
AERCBICS+SLIM & TRIM

n-u'

BORGO SISTERS

SCHOOL OF DANCE & GYMNASTICS

224 N. WASHNGTON .. .ROYAL OAK]'

-, 547-2877|

AN

ong
or friends.

DIFFERENT actlivitics at dlfferent
times among the varlous of

and .
counseling m'vlou, once the provinco
of the famlly,
In addition, of

apncs, times, events, and persons that

the early American family have been
taken over by a host of other Instltu-
tlons. For example, facteries and ma-
chine production have displaced do-
mestlc productlon and relative self-suf-
ficlency, The consumptlon sectors de-
scribed above are another example,

‘THE NET RESULT s that the wide
spectrum of functions once cxerclsed
by the carly American famlly has bcen

down to an
gme, leaving the family mainly u! lul-
and p needs.

and relatively lmmune
lmm attack, In contemporary soclety
It Is becoming ever more difficult to
{ind areas of the sacred. Marriage is no
longer a sacred Institution,

Parents are decreasingly sacred fig-
ures to their children. The bome is in-
creasingly subject to terror, crime, and
domestle dlsruption. Even the Inviola-
billty of the indlvidual person as a
human being with moral rights is under
serious threat, as cvidenced by mean-
ingless muggings, rapes, and other vio-
lent attacks,

the famlly result [n fewer opp

of

for common meals, common sharing
and participation, Morcover, the chil-
dren increagingly move to other urban
or suburban areas after college and
employment, further loosening famlly

tles.
Other things being equal, urbaniza-

modcrn life ln industrial and post-in-
dutrlnl soclety poses a major threat to
famlly, It

authority figures — the
pollce and mlltary, teachers and par-

cnts are suffering a scrious loss of thelr
authority, both in Image and in sub-
stance. A paramount problem for con-
temporary soclety Is thus to provide a
sense of authority and Lhe sacredness
of Institutlons, such as the family. This
may o to be accomplished either
within a rellgious framework, &
humanistic framework that em-
phasizes the dgnlty and worlh of all
human beings, or both.

NEXT WEEK: Sociologist and
author Philip Slater discusses
“parental permissiveness” and
the “me generation.”

Y
both o Joss of the sacred In the world
and a loss of authority and authority
figures,

In a sacred world there are holy
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THINKING O

SELLING YOUR

JEWELRY?

SEE
ROBERT GALE
Fine Jewsiry

125 5. Adams Rd.
N.of 14%

DIAMONDS

Loose Diamonds Sold Direct ta the

Puttlic at Dealer Cost

K

50% « 60%
Below Retail

KING INTERNATIONAL

ARPIN FURS
OF Windsor

56

ANNUAL

050 ¥ Mapie Ao , Sude 210
Bamingham, Khchgun 46210

Call for Appointment
$42:9100

Duty and Sales
Tax Refunded
Full Premium on
American Funds

%

e e miqulebatt o of
arl et o $2 Mo at
Utiia e vt dyke o of

Park in the Downtown
Parking Garage -
Park at Pelissier

Come see Arpin‘s fabulous
1983
fashion furs, expertly

ceafted Into today's
!uhln: new designs

{e an
of fine quality and
value when you

Fur Specialist for aver 56 years

484 Pelissier Strect
Windsor » 1-519-253.5612
Daily 9 to 5:30, Fri.to 9

Pocketwatch

3 collection of

course,
re assured

shop Arpin's

A. Antiqua Gold Flllad Waltham
Sale Priced Irom $200. and up.

B. Dlamond and Ruby RIng 0.75 ¢t.
T.W. Dlamond, 1.34 Ruby
Sale Priced at $2400.

C. Cultured Poarl Neckiace
Sale Priced from $400. and up.

D. Dlamond Solltare Pondent
Sals Priced from $400. and up.

E. Dlamond Stud Earrings
Sala Priced from $240. and up.

CHRISTMAS HOURS: 8
Monday - Friday, 10 am - B pm g
Saturday, 10 am -6 pm >
Sunday, Noon to 4 pm

Twelve Oaks Mall
349-7878

Take The
Overland Moose

.‘m
@ From Lewis & Clark, genuine moose hide slippurs
for men & women. Fleece-lined for warmth.
And just in time to be gift wrapped.
Here at Overland Trading Company
e carry originals. Beware of imitations.

PURVEYORS OF FIRST CLASS FOOTWEAR FOR MENAND WOMEN
0

Northland Shpg. Ctr.
560.5466

F. 14 Kt. Yallow Casuallzers
Sala Priced from $50. and up.

G. 14 Kt. Yellow Gold Slide Bracele!,
Slldes from $85. and up.

H. Sterling Sliver Ornament Imported
from Portugal
$20. and up.

|. Estate Diamond Pin, 2,75 ct. T.W,
Sala Priced at $1750,

J. 14 Kt, & Gold Filled Bangle Bracalet
Sale Priced from $40. and up.

Fredrick
e Jewelers

969 West Long Lake Road, just east of Telegraph..,646-0973

of BLOOMFIELD HILLS




