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In ereative OCC course

Saturday’s for space shuttles

_' Inatructor Sam Valk helps Steven VanMetre build his own radio
{4 during an enrichment class at Oakland Community Colloge. Valk
will be teaching a space mode! building course st 0CC’s Orchard

By Buzle Rolline Singer
slalf writer

The U.S, Space Shuttle Columbia fas-
cinates most adults, Mesmerized by Its
takeoffs and landings, they sit glued to
thelr televislon sets on launching days,

Now youngsters can learn more
about the shuttlo by building small-
scaled models of Columbla,

It happens In an enrichment course
offered at Oakland Community Col-
lege’s Orchard Rldge Campus in Farm-
Ington Hills. .

“I WANT the children to use their
imagination by adding extra compo-
nents to the regular kits,” said Sam
Valk, the Russian-born instructor.

“They can add bllnkers, nolse gener-
ators, laser beams, control features,”
he added. “Each person buys their own
kit and modlfics it using their fanta-
sles.”

tratlon fnformation, call 471.7595 or
471-7598 weckdays.

Valk, 29, of Southfield, also teaches &
radlo-building class at OCC and a amall
appliance repalr course through the
Southfield Adult Education Depart-
ment.

He said the children's most difficult
task [s converting thelr Ideas Into reall-

.

“A power unit for a shultle door
sounds simple when you knew how to
do ft. We take cach idea and dlseuss §t
In the group. They (students) are forced
to think and create themselves,” Valk
added.

AN ELECTRICAL enginecr by back-
ground but a practiclng insurance ex-
ccutlve, Valk said he has been building
models for many years.

* “When (he Russians sent a lunar
craft Into space 14 years ago was when
I built my first space model. I bullt It

me learn more about space travel,” he
explalned. -

A native of the Russlan provinee of
Latvia, Valk immigrated to Detrolt
four years ago with his wlfe, Emlly, to
Joln Emily's brother,

At the ago of 18, all young Russlan
men are requlred to take a test deter-
mining if they should attend college or
Joln the army. Valk recelved a passing
grade, and ha went {o college for seven
years, carnlng a doctorate In cleetrieal
engineriog. Upon graduation, he ap-
plled for a visa to leave his homeland
in hopes of building a succesaful Iife,

“Jews are not allowed to be mem-
bers of the parly, and if you're not a
party member, you can't go very far,”
he said.

AFTER WORKING for an engineer-

ing firm for a year, Valk decided to
venture into the lnsurance business so
he could be his own boss,

Living in the Seviet Unlon, Valk had
never heard of insurance, In the first
year as owner of his own company, he
sold $2 miltlon in lifo, health, medical
and accldent insurance,
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“Ido a lot of work with the Russlan '~

community. Russitans come here and
don't know anything about insurance. I
help teach them the American way of
Ufe,” he sald.

Valk sald he's amazed that most of
ks students are middle-school age and
few are older than 17. He also sald Rus-
slan schools are much more difficult
than Amerlean curriculum appears.

“Russian youngsters have at least
two to three hours of homowork every

night. Every subject is mandatory” '
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% Ridge Campus in January,
b .
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