By Avigdor Zaromp .
special wrlter

It is agreed at thls point in the atrike
by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
that the lause"

analysis

c!
in the contract la the biggest stumbling
block. b

This clause obligates the manage-
ment to confine its search for a musle
| director to a mutually agroed-upon list,
j This clause was adopted 20 months
ago, In return for ceonomic concesslons
by the orchestra because of the finan-
clal problems at that time.

Oleg Lobanov, exceutive vice presi-
B dent and managlog divector of (he De-
[ troft Symphony Orchestra (DSO), spoke

on this al a press conference saying,

an input, but the final decislon should
ba ours,” he sald. But, he sald, the no.
tion of the orcheatra baving a say In the
matter wrilten Into the contract
scemed totally unacceptable and un-
reasonable to him,

“Suppose Lhat ahortly before the mu-
sic dlrector’s contract 1s up for renew-
al, he drills the players and makes
them sweat. He will have to worry
about his contract If the orehestra has
anything to say about [t.”

Orchestra representatives say they

§ “We know of no other n
{ the Euuntfy which allows thls situn-

g would unduly Ue the hands of the man.
agement In Iis search for a new direc-
tos

3
“Suppose that I came across an op-
¥ portunlty to hire one of the greatest
§ conductors, say, Heltlnk, or any name
you like. If I were to make a proposf-
R tion to him, the flrst thing he might ask

me Ls whether I have the final authorti-
M ty to hire him. What am I golng to say
tohlm?"

HE SAID , however, lh;'nt manage-

resent any that they might
use the clause to select a conductor
who would go easy on them,

Douglas Cornelsen, clarinet, a mem-
ber of the orchestra’s negotlating team,
said, “We are voluntarily joining the
longest unemployment line since the
Great Depression over artlstle, non-
economlc lasues,"

Responding to the argument that
such a clause fsn't found in contracts,
he said, “The fact that a certaln prac-
tice Is customary and traditional does
ngxt necessarily make It right or deslr-
able.”

To the contention that the clause was
only lemporary to begin with and
wasn't incorporated nto the master
contract, Cornelson sald, "Every item
in a contract Is y until the

contract explres. We have won this pro-
vislon by making economic sacrifices,
You don't take away something that
has been already won.”

WHEN ASKED if the musicians
would glve up the clause for cconomle
improvements, Joseph' Goldman, as.
sistant concertmaster and member of
the orchestra’s negotiating leam sald,
“This clause s not for sale, Suppose I
bought my violin at a price under the
market value. That does not mean'that
1 have to sell it at the same price, or to
sell it at a)l, for that matter,”

Comnelsen and Goldman agreed that
if the board could convince them that
they would take the musiclans’ sugges-
tions Into consideration and hire the
mest sultable and qualifled conductor
possible, then the clause wouldn't be

necessary,

But, they sald, the track record so
far hasn't been very good, All of the
conductors were unsuitable, with the
exeeption of Antal Dorall, and even in
this case, the board regretted having
hired him.

As to why management would Insist
on hiring Inferior conductors if better
ones were available, they sald a top-
rate conductor would.Insist on record-
Ing and broadcasting contracts as well
as fours.

THEY AGREED ail of these things
would cost extra money, but surveys
indlcate the potentlal for extra money
is
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Musicians fight to keep ‘conducto

management tends to prefer conduc-
tors who would follow orders and not
glve them any trouble.

As to tho actual selection of a con-
ductor, they stressed that a music di-
rector has to be more than a good mu-
slelan. Ha has to be clvic minded and
have the abllity to attract funds.

Cornelsen sald, “You may have
somebody as civic minded as Ghandl,
have all the charismalic features of
J.F. Kennedy, kave the fund-ralsing
abllity of Howard Hughes and be the
most soclal person in the world. If he s
not & good musician — all these out.
standing quallties are meaningless to
the DSO.”

Goldman and Cormelson expressed
skepticlan about the musletal qualifica-
tions of the board members and their
abllltles to Judge conductors alnce, they
sald, many seldom attend the concerts,

the other band, they said, most of
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r clausp’

chestra [n that time, somo to take less-
er positions with other orchestras, and
the [ncreasing difficultles in attracting
quallfied musiclans for vacant posl-

tons.
Both and the

intact

of a musie dlrector.”” He added, "I bave
offered them to have thelr plck of a
contract of any of the major orches.
tras, and we would consider It. None of
these contracts has a provision letting
th

have expressed willlogness Lo negotiate
©n any lssue, stopplng short, however,
of the cvucial issue. N
Sald Lobanoy, “We are willlag to dis-
cuss and negotlate and consider any al-
ternative, leadlng up to, but not Includ-
Ing the lasue of the actual appelntment

CLEP tests

St. Mary’s College ln Orchard Lake
oifers people a chance to carn college
eredit for what they have learned out-
alde the classroom through CLEP (Col-
lego Level Examination Program).

in

the have taken g
classes and many of them are extreme-
1y well qualifled to judge the abllity of
a prospective conductor,”

OTHER orchestra-related concerns
which they spoke about were the demo-
rallzing effect which the departure of
Dorati and the resulting uncertaln sltu-
ation kas had on the the muslcians, the
fact that 10 musicians have left the or-

1967, CLEP is a na-
tional system of awarding college cred-
It by examinatlon. The program is
on the coneept that an Individual
should recelve college eredit for what
ke knows, Irrespective of where he
learned it.
CLEP lests are excellent ways for
fulfliling general require-

e choose thelr own direc-
tor."

He relterated his position that glving
into such a demand would undermine
the board's obligation to the communl-
ty.

offered

onstrated proficiency enables a student
to proceed immedlately to more ad-
vanced courses, With the rising cost of
course credlt hours, the CLEP credlt-
by-examinatlon program helps relleve
some of the burden, especially if a stu-
dent atherwlse would take the required
course bn summer school,

CLEP tests are administered every
third Saturday of the month at the col-
lege.

For more information or to make an
i call 682-1885.

menta at colleges or universitles. Re-
eelvIng credit by examination for dem-

St. Mary's College s located at Com-
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Drawing to be hold Dec. 21, 1982. Drop “""g
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Enter Free Contest!

' For $150 '‘Shopping Spree’ at
Qaks Shopping Center,

available in all

form ( marked conlast box in any West Oaks
years of age or ofder to enter.

Drawing to take place on December
21, 198
Shopping Center
immediale families not eligible. You
need nol be present to win. Enter
today thru Dec. 20.
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10 FT, 20 FT. .G6OFT. 12" 3599 g

Roses

We have the LARGEST and
NICEST selection in the area?

from °15
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2% 82" 3 Stem $14%° (12 or more
‘Holly & Mistletoe ||10" 5 Stem *24% )
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MON- SAT:8 AM-9PM
SUN: 8 AM -8 PM




