Versatile Primave

By Avl Zaromp
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The Iaiest of the attractive chember
programs offered by the Chamber Mu-
e Socfety of Detrolt (CMS) featured
tho Primavera String Quartct,

Ooe ,dlstinguishing aspect of thia
group ihat meets the eye i3 the fact
(hat 1t'ls one of the few all-women

' groups in the world. But a far more sig-
uiflcant. aspect 13 the one that meets
the ear)

The group was formed [n 1974 by
Melissa Meell (cello) and Diann Jagur-
ski (viola), who met in a chamber-mu-
sle festival in Oneonta, N.Y, In addition
to these original founders, the quartet
today includes violinists Martha Caplln
and Catherine Metz. In 1977 they
recelved the Naumberg award. The
group haa appeared in many citles in
the US. as well as in Romanla, Eng-
land, Brazil and Canada. °*

Another unusual aspect of the Pri-
mavera Is Its involvement with many
different musical styles. In addition to
its impresslve classical repertoire, the
guartet has appeared with Frank Slna-
tra and has recorded a couple of musie
cal soundtracks for movies,

Their program at Orchestra Hall last
weck reflected this styllstic variety, It
consisted of works by Haydn, Gershwln
and Bartok. It opened with a composi-
tlon niot announced in the program —
the Chaconne in G minor by Purcell,
‘This was dedicated to the memory of
Lucle Goldman, founder of the serics,

review

and the audience was asked not to ap.
plaud this selectlion. .

THE HAYDN QUARTET 0p, 76 No.
'2 was a replacement of the Op. 20 No.2

Quartet No. 1 by Bariok, X

ra has eye, ear appeal ;

consider Bartok's slx string quartets to ¢ slve,
In

be an important mllestona In this form
of composition, They are, howaver, not
extremely popular among listeners,
and not everybody appreciates their
dissonant structure, *

However, for thosa who take the
time and effort to explore lhem, the
reward can be {remendous.

In this performance, the mood of the

‘Quln-
ten,” because of the opening fifths In
the Introductery theme, It is one of the
best known among Haydn's numerons
quartets, most of which are rather ob-
scure th this very day.

The performance was enthuslastle
and convincing. I am accustomed, how-
ever, to having a longer pause follow-
ing the Introductory phrase to the {(nal
movement, which seems to be more ap-
propriate than the one provided in the
quartet’s performance,

This was {ollowed by a chaln of short
songa by Gershwin, arranged by Stan-
Iey Slivermian, While these are much
lighter and not as’ profound as the
Haydn and Bartek compositlons, their
rendltlon was movlsg and occasionally
humorous. This was followed by the lit-
tle known “Lullaby for Strings” also by
Gershwin. It was performed wlth artis.
tic depth very seldom aasociated with
this composor.

THE SECOND PART of the pro-
of the most

p waa aplly conveyed. In
spite of tha technical difficulties and
the unconventional pattemns, the por-

was and cohe-
‘The themes came through clearly
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Infant seats available

The F: Area now

tho fugue in Lhe o) g
* Had Beethoven llved into the 20th
century {which would have made him
130 years old), his style might have de-
veloped: into something very almllar.
This might bo a meaninglesa specula.
tion, but the structural beauty of the
composition and the enthuslastic per.
formance were real.

Next concert In the serfes will fea-
ture the Scottlsh Chamber Orchestra,
Jan, 30, Get your kilta ready.

Volunteers thanked
with Oriental dinner

‘The staff of Willlamsburg Convales-
cent Center hosted an Orlental Night to
say thanks to the resldents, their fami-
lies and volunteers who worked toward
the success of lts annual Christmas ha-
2aar.
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The executive chef of New Mandarin
Gardens gave a demonatration of pre-
paring Chinese vegétables and noodles,
then served dinner with Orlental music
in the room appropriately decorated
{or the occassion.

bave a large supply of GM Infant car
seats available for immediate rental,
The rental period [s nloe months and
the cost is $10 plus a $10 sccurity de-
poalt that is refunded when the scat ks
returned.

Currier and Ives

The GM Infant seat Is designed for
bables up to 20 pounds. The seat faces
rearward and meets with the pew Fed-
eral Motor Vehicle Safety standards
that went Into effect April 1. .

To rent a car seat, please contact
Pat at 476-5584. .

collection displayed |

The Esmark collectlon of Currler &
Ives, approximately 200 lithographs,
will be on dlsplay on the 13th floor of
Hudson's downtown store Dec, 24,

‘The Currier & Ives prints provide a
pictorial record of America’s growth
and development during its westward
expanslon in the 1$th century. The
prints cover the spectrum of American
llfe, both urban and rural. Favorite
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alghta depicted include encounters be-
tween white settlers and Indlans, the
Mlssissippi river boats, the rallroad
and clipper ships.

This collection of Currler & Ives
lithographs was assembled over a peri-
od of three decades, Their periodic ex-

-amlnatlon for possible detericration,

and reconditionlng when needed, ac-
counts for their excellent condltion.
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