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Morcy's Sarah Baaford (41) looks for a shot agninst Flint Northern
during the Class A championship game.
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balf (during which Northern outscored
Mercy, 35-22),

*Qur kids were executing on offense,
Jbut waa playlng
1y well, boarding and hitting those out-
slde shots.”

Tha roles were reversed in the Class
A semifinal game, played last Friday
at Caliban, as Mercy established o 13-
point lead after throe quarters against
Lansing Everett and then had to hang
on for a 43-39 victory.

‘I'l tell you, I met the flmt glrl
{Everett's §-5 Michelle Smith) 1 ever
had to look up to,” sald the 8-4 Baker.
“That was one blg girl. This tourna.
merit's been full of new experiences for

me.

MORE THAN ONE fan has re-
marked that Mercy's youngsiers —
Carolyn Burt Is the only senlor starter

Harrison beat Fordson in the Silver-

ome.

But you meet your fans in the sirang-
est places.

*I ran into & guy who runs a discount
pop and beer store on Grand River in
Farmington. It was just after the (De-
trolt) Cass Tech (quarterfinal) game
and I waa buying Helneken for the (as--
sistant) coaches.

Cass game.
'H:l:’u telling

‘4, , . thatcrowd has
been like a sixth player
for us in this
tournament. Our kids
seemed fo be inspired
knowing so many
people from the school
community were
behind them. I sensed
the enormous swing in
momentum in the
fourth quarter, and |
thought our crowd
helped cause it.’

—Larry Baker

Mercy coach

— somchow play older.,

*Thal's attributable to their famiiles
and thelr character more than any
coachlng technigue,” Baker sald, *I'm
truly happy for this group of young la~
dies because they’re nico kids.

*Where ever we play, people remark
on how feminine our players are, They
manage to remaln femlnlne white still
being aggressive and physical on the
basketball _court. I mean, we were’
malching Flint blow for blow in the
finals.”

Baker said he feit the popularity of

ix)s’ basketball was increasing desplte
the relatively small turnout of 2,100 for
the Class A and C finals at Calthan. By
compariton, more than 21,000 watched
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For every moment worlh a memory.

“The guy said, ‘Hey,
++ o« ' He couldn't rems
name, He'd resd the stories In tho
newspapers and be'd just decided on
tha spur of the moment to

plays cage upset

Raker was one of many people who

Iiked the way tho University of Detroit
the tournament.

handled
go to that =] thought Callhan was a dandy place

to have it,” bo salid, "Let's do It agaln

me how he waa szomo
overwhelmed, He sald he had no ldea
that glrls were playing at that level. He
was so}d on it, and 1t was really nice to

e, .
With four starters back next year,
it's just llkely that Baker will get his
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tart the New\earoff on theright foot. ‘

Dancoe All Night. Calebrate Until Morning.
With plonty of food and drink. A swinging
band. Parly favors for averyone at Shoraton
Qaks' once a New Yoar Party.

New Year's Eve Special
Ballroom Packsgo 1
* Dinnor For Two In Tho Oaks Ballroam
« 4 Drink Tickets/Couple
» Party Favots
¢ Liva Enleriainment
+ Friday Night Accommodations
{No exita room charge for childzen sharing
100m with parents. Childron’s meals not
{ncluded)
* Compli y Botle of Ch In
Your Room
* Champagno Brunch on Saturday
» Lata Chock-Out {2p.m.}
* Swimming, Sauna, & Whirlpool in out
Indoor Atrium
« Racquetball & Gamo Room at Nomnal Cost
© Tax/Gratuity Included
+4119.83/Couple (Ago 21 Yoars)

New Year’s Weekend Package
Al Of The Above Plus:
Ballroom Package 1
« Saturday Night Accommodations
« Lato Check-out {2 p.m, Sunday)}
* Sunday Brunch
* Tax/Gratulty Included
*+149.00/Couplo (Ago 21 Yeats)
Al Tosaivations subiect 10 avaidabelty, el £1e paymasi. an:
maien b e huial Dutastsoai iod 12 et

hotal Finslruiof$ 5 m Wadnesday. Dec 18 1082
hon
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SHERATON HOTELS & INNS. WORLDWIDE
27000 SHERATON DRIVE
NOWL MICHIGAN 48050
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