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Walled Lake schools examine school closmg options

Mm elementary schools in
Walled Lake School District will be
closed during the 1983-8¢ academlc
year, as a result of action Monday by
the school board.
lcally, the board by a 5-2 vote
m it will not close another elementa-
ry school in 1983-84.
two dissenting votes were cast’
by board president Robert Cooper and
Patricia Jackman, Cooper sald it was
premature to take & hard, fast position
until “we know more about what our
flnancial sltuation s golng to be
while Jackman exp lar sen-
timents,
“I'd love to ba ablo to tell everyone

we're pot golng to close a school, but ’

we have no assurances about reve-
nues,” she sald, polnting specifically to .
various tax sppeals, assessment bear-
ings and further decline In state ald.
"naera are a lot of factors which
d force this board into an em-
bannl.ng situation (If anticipated reve-
nues do not mater{allze),” she added. “I
think we bave to keep our options
open.”
‘The board's declsion to close no more
schools in 1983-84 followed receipt of a
speclal report from the Citlzens Com-
mittee on Declining Enrollment and
Facillty Utilization. .

la.;‘th committes, whlx:h was fm;xg
repared a report w

ultl.tgauly ledpw the doulng of Unlon

Lake Elemen| vened In

entary, was recon
September to study the affect of declin- ~  the'

Ing earoliments on the futare use of
school facitities,

Committee chalrman Steven Lasher
sald Monday Lhat the group recom-
menda 21! 11 elemen schools ro-
maln open in 1983-84. “Al} l'llﬂlble
space in the elementary schools 1s es-
sentially being effectively utilized,”
2ald Lasher,

“The commitiee strongly believes
that the closing of an elementary
school In the 1983-84 schoo) year fa not

noed by premnlumly closing 2 school,
Accordlng (o data prepared by the
1t In Walled Lake

equal to one v
'chooL -

He noted, however, that space 1s po-
tentlully available (for cloelng another
achool within the next five years) if the
board decides it's nocessary for finan-
clal reasons, At the same time, he em-
phbazized the commiltse's beliel that
space currently available for elemen-
tary programs such aa art, music and
lumhax disabilities must not be sacri-

obituaries

1

VIRGINIA M. CROSSLEY

Crossley, 42, of Farmington
ml!s dled Dee. 10 in Sinal Hospital.
Mrs. Crossley was a school teacher
for the Farmlngton Publle Sehools.
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Survivors Include her husband, Ter-
rence; wn;a Ten:n[t’:: Jt; ;nd Scott;
parents, Sidney and Dorothy Bunce.

Services were Dec. 14 at Redford

Baptist Church with the Rey, Dr. Wes-

ley Evans offlelating. Burial was [n
White Chapel Cemcury. Troy., Ar-
rangements were made by Hoss B,
Northrop & Son Funeral Home.

CLARISSA MARTINDALE WARNER

Mrs. Warner, 87, of Blrmingham,
formerly of Farmington, dled Dec. 10,

Mrs, Warner was a homemaker,

Survivors include her soms, Alan
Warner and Harley Allan; one sister,
Mrs. Thomas Richacdson, and five
grandchitdren.

Services were Dee. 16 at Christ
Church Cranbrook. Arrangements were

made by William R. Hamilton Funeral |

Home, Blrmingham. Memorials may
be made to Camp Oakland, 930 E.
Drahner Road, Ozford, Mich,

DOUGLAS J. PAGE (J.1.)

Mr. Page, 43, of Canton dled Dec. 11
in St. Mary Hospital.
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Mr. Page worked for Earl S. Smith

Snrv!vorl include bis wife, Joanz;
Douglas, Donald and Ronald;
dnughler. Vick! Sherk; brothers, Lindal,
Alten, and Raymond; alster, Robhle
Talarico, Zula Zech, Lutle Ramsden
::g Frances Morrell; two grandchil-

.

Services were Dec. 14 at Heeney-
Sundqulst Funcral Home, Farmington
with the Rev. Johany Hall offfclating,
Burial way in Parkview Memorial
Cemctery, Livonia,

CHARLES F, MERRIFIELD
of F:

Schools bas declined utuduy from

'+ 107877, when there were 11,800 stu-

dents, fo the present. official fourth
Frld-ywunt figures show current en-
rollment at 9,174,

Lasher said the committee projects a
further decline over the next five yeara
to & low of 8,198 In 1986-87, At that
uﬂ:n:, he sald, enrollment will begin to

He noted that the declining enroll-
ment expericnced over the past flve
years may be a blessing “becauso [t has

use surplus space primarily for dLv
trict-related purposes such as spec
education, communlty education, adult,
education and senlor cltizens. .
® Adopt a middie school concept In: -
1985-86 when enrollment in grades sev- |
¢p and eight has decreased to such an -
extent that the addition of sixth..
graders will not averpopulate the two .
existing junfor high schools.
. @ Request addlticnal millage for re-
plh' and maintenance of district facill.
tles, Lahser said the committee-recog-
nizes that a previous maintenance mll-
lage proposal was defeated by volers,,
but.continues to believe the board can-
not contlnue to allow its bulldings to

allowed for the p boualng In
{full-sized of such
a8 art, music agd learting dlsabilities.”

Other recommendations made by the
committee include:

# Retaln 11 elementary schoola and
redistrict the elementaty population to
achleve a proper balance and utillza-
tion of each elementary school. Lasher
noted that caroliment at Dublin Is ap-

Mr, 1,
Hlils died Dec. 11 in Botsiord Hospltal,
M.r Merrifield was & retired sales-

Snrvlvnn include hls wife, Madelyn;
step-son, Robert Isbel), and two nelces,
Be(!y Galbach and Margaret McKin-
ley.

Seryices were Dec, 14 at Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, with
the Rev, Keaneth J. Hoffmaster offlci-
ating, Burlal was in Qakview Ceme-
tery, Royal Oak,

Duke re-elected

< ‘Thomes A. Duke, Farmington-area
builder and chairman of the Metropoll-
tan Natlonal Bank of Farmington, was
re-elected as director of the 1.2-mil-
Ilon-member Automobile Club of Mich-

igan's during its annual meeting in
Dearborn recently,

Duke, who will serve a three-year
term on the Auto Club's 16&-member
board, has been a director since 1978.

700 students, while Wixom
and Twin Beach are substantlally un-
der capacity.

@ Retain 11 elementary schools and

® Closs one elementary school and
. utillze the vacated buildling as a cen-

trallzed community education bullding
with appropriate space for senlor cltl-
zens. N

@ Close one elementary school and
use the vacated bullding 2s a eentral-
{zed adminlstration bulldlng. The cur-
rent administration bullding conld then
be as a community education fa- .
cllity with appropriate space for senlor
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The wondrous miracles of Chiristmas! May you and your [amily share in all its many
blessings and nxpnyience the inner peace and brightness of that first Christmas Day. M
spirit of the season continue to enrich your lives lhmu;,hnul the coming year.

Sheryl Samp, Dr. Kn Ditinick, Linda Sibal, Dr. Bryan Kostelnlk, Dr, Gary Kotlla, Kathlaen
Sanders, Mr. Frederlck Willlams, Barb Pankow, Dr. Sheidon White, Pattle Shekell
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