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‘comedy

opening

Sally Field plays Kay Villano, a
sophisticated New York wid-
ow whose [ate husband re-
materlalizes for a final fling
one weok before her Impend-
Ing nuptials, in “Kles Me
Goodbye.” The comedy opens
Wedneaday at Detroit-ares
theaters. ‘
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Pavl Newman plays a tawyer struggling for peraonal sal-
vation theough a court case he takes on in “The Ver-
dict” . .
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External gimmicks

make up character
of boozing lawyer

A boozing, hasing lawyer (Paul gels a jui-
cy medlcal malpractice case tossed his way by frlend and ex-
assoclate {Jack Warden).

‘The circumstances are such that the defendants — the doctors
and the Catholic hospltal where they practice ~— are ready to
make a large out-of-court settlement.

If the lawyer accepts, ke pockets a fast and fat fee, his working-
class elients get a tidy sum, and the case Is quletly closed. If he
refuses the offer and goes to trial, he has the opportunlty to pull
himself up from the garbage pit of his career, expose the malprac-
tice which Jeft a young woman in a permanent coma and wig a
larger award for hls clieat.

But he also faces the strong possibllity of losing. He will be
pltting himself and his meager resources agalnst the money, pres-
tge and power of the establishment: a church-owned hospltal, two
renowned doctors on Its staff and the prominent law flrm Tepre-
senting them.

THAT'S THE CONFLICT posed In *The Verdicl” (). Paul New-
man is Frank Galvln, the alcoholie lawyer who sces the malprac-
tice case as a final chance for personal salvation. Courtrooom
drama Is meshed with a story of redemption and of the underdog
fighting back, *

“The Verdict” should be a knockout, especlally sinee it was di-
rected by Sidney Lumet, whose credits Include such powerful
dramas as “Prince of the City,” *Notwork” and “Twelve Angry
Men” N

But “The Verdict™ is not a knockout. It’s more like a spllt deel-
slon, It's a good movie but not a great one. An {nteresting movle
but not a powerful onc. It never attains the cloquence, the emotion-
al force or the dramatic strength of which it scems capable,

‘The pace s slow, the cditing nondeseript, at best, and the court-
room fireworks a long time In coming: The mavie runs more than
two hours, yet the script is 5o spare that the characters are never
fully fteshed out. This Is a major weakness In a movie whose theme
Is redemptlon, (The courtroom struggle s simply the means for
achleving that redemption).

Even the leadlng character, Galvin, seems (o be just a collection
of external gimmicks: the drops in the cyes for getting rid of the
bloodshot appearance; the belch after downing a beer with egg in
1t; the rapld, shallow breathing to Indicate fright.

GALVIN 1S a departure from the cool types and bravado types
that Newman usually portrays, Galvin Is weak. He's a loser, and
when he trles to pull himself together, he s a f; rightened man.

What Newman gives us Is a very smart performance, not an
insightful one. We never get inslde the character's psyche as we
dld, for example, with Treat Williams, who played the cop-turned-
informer ln Lumet'’s “Prince of the Clty.”

In supporting roles, Lindsay Crouse makes a brief and strong
appearance as a nurse giving testimony; Jack Warden [s down-to-
carth as Galvin's fricnd; and James Mason is a superb cholce as
the smooth, debonalr lawyer opposing Galvin,

“The Verdlet” is at its best when it zeroes in on the management
and strategles of a high-powered law firm. It's at its worst in
dealing wlith the character of Laura, Galvin’s lover. The role ap-
pears 1o have been added as an aftorthought and that's the way
Charlotte Rampling plays it.

The character is so sketchy and her [nvolvement so artiflcial,
the cffort would be more worthy of a soap opera than a script by
onc of our most respected playwrights, David Mamot.
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There are -
money market accounts
by the dozen.

There's only one NBD.

National Bank of Detroit ranks
number one in Michigan. In
fact, NBD [s one of the top
banks in the country-for any
number of excelient reasons.
Among them s our wide
range of moncy market
savings accounts. But the
number [s not as important
as the service we offer, At NBD
you can expect sound advice

For more information, call

- 1-800-621-9755

{from bankers who can help
you sort ou which of these
accounts is best for you.

One of the most popular
right now is our new Mgucy
Market Bonus Account. 1t
offers you: High intercst,
comparable to money fund
averages. Bonus Interest
for investing $20,000 or

more. ED.LC. insurance. Easy
check withdrawals. The con-
venlence of 103 NBD offices.
In choosing your new
money market savings
accottnt, consider NBD first.
Our wide range of Investiment
options, our experts, and
the service we give you are
cverything you'd expect from

one of Amerlca’s great banks.
[y




