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Book collection

donated to LIT

By Carcl Anahid Azizlan ©d to be completed by Christmas,
staff writor ‘When it's finlshed, the library will ba
students interest-

Lawrence Institute of Tecbmlngy
bas acquired @ rare treasure —
personal I.lbury of the late Alhat
Kahn, who has been called “the world's
number one industrial architect.”

‘The library, which houses some 3,000
‘books, was once the place where such
glants of indusiry as Henry Ford, the
Dodge brothers avd the Fishers, met
with Kahn to discuss architectural de-
signs for their factories and buildings.

All the Ubrary books and fixtures —
Tudor-style walaut wood pncl.lux and
leaded-glass windows — have
preserved and moved from the A!bert
Kahn offlces In Detroit'’s New Center
Building to the South{leld college.

“The llbrary represents one of the
last and mast complete collections of
resources of any archltectural flrm o
the country,” said Karl H. Greimel,
dean of the school of architecture at

“[t's one of a handful of such brar-
jes in the country which hes remained
- Intact

“MOST FIRMS gave up their Ubrar.
{ea in the 1950s and 1960s,” Grelmel ex-
plained, “The resources were elther de-
stroyed or glven away to collcges and
scholars alter the modern movement in
architecture.”

Grelmel was Instrumental is makiog
sure the library would be preserved.

Accordlng to Grelmel, the lbrary
© was to be dismantled and the books
glven away when the Kahn offices
were moved to a different floor of the
New Center Building.

1 called some friends at the Kahn
. offices and told them ‘we'd love to glve
(hls library a home.' The board of dl-

open to
ed In tapplng valuable resources,

Grelmel sald.

Among the rare books housed in tha
Ubrary is a 1930 edltion by Erich Men-
delsohn, who Greimel describes as “ooe
of the great pioneers In modern archl-

tecture.” The book is no longer in print.

A TREATISE on Industrial architec-
ture, writien In , and another
work entitled *Specimens of Gothic Ar-
chitecture,” published in 1822, are
other mmplu of rare books Kahi col-
!

“Kabn was not only an architect but
a scholar and an artist,” sald Earl W.
Pellerin, one of the founders and a for+
mer dean of LIT's school of architec-
ture. Pellerin worked as a draftsman
for Albert Kehn In the late 19208,

*Kahn was a dynamie, lively Indlvid.
ual. He had 2 great awareness of archl-

on the task of designing factorics,
Pellerin sald, Previously, professional
architects wanted nothing to do with
Industria! architecture.

Pellerin recalls that great declslons
on the future of modern industrial de-
sign were made Ln the Kahn Ubrary.

*“I remember when Kahn's staff was
golng to Russla to design industrial
plants. He asked me to go. I tumed
down the offer.®

But 25 Kahn enginecrs and archi-
tocts did go to Moscow to design and
bulld more than 225 factorics, worth an
cstimated §2 billion.

In the late 1920s, Kahn's company
also deslgned an ull{te building for
Fisher Brothers or Detroit. The design
was recoguived by the Architectural
League of New York a8 the year’s out-
standing contribution to commerclal

. rectors agreed to glve it tous.®
Not only books but cabinets, pnx:el~
ing, leaded-gl doors,

hinges, even screws from the orfginal
library were taken down and stored un-
i} construction of the college’s new
Buell Bullding was completed.

The walout panellng — worth more
than $24,000 — and hundreds of pleces
of leaded glass were restored.

During the past couple months, ear-
penters have been busy pniung the
' picces together to resemble the origle

nal 1829 design. The project Is expect-

“When Kahn and his sta(f {flrst) pre-
sented deslgns for the Fisher Building,
the Fisher brothers told them they ad-
mired the design, but wanted some-
thing more elegant,” Pellerin recalled,
*The result Is what's there today.”

Pellerin sald the history of the Katn
library Is fascinating. He sald he hopes
architecture students will be equally
Intrigued by the room'a signiflcance
and treasures.
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Poinsettias! May Sizes! Many Colors!
Fresh Arrivals Daily . . . 2.98 to $30.00
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Thu very bost for yourself or glft giving.
Wrapped in foil with bow or In wicker basket
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Albert Kahn's library is being carolully reconstructed at LIT,hinge-by-hinge and panel-by-panal. At work hom are LIT painter
Gone Manis {feft) and carpanter Ralph Woodcock.
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CALENDAR WITH
PURCHASE OF
8x10" ENLARGE-
MENT.

With purchase of one

8x 107 enlargement drom
your color negative, you'll
receive a tree 1983 calens
dar personalized with a
free Sx 7" colar print.
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Photn Labs.
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You’ll never buy color

prints
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celebrate, we're offering very special
discounts on custom color prints and
enlargements at all Quick Photo Lab
locations. So snap your holiday.

We're Quick Photo Labs and we
make great pictures.-In just one
hour. We've just opened our sixth
lab at Tivelve Oaks Mall and, 1o
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pictures now, and capiure your life-
time memories on color print film.
We'll develop them for you, at very
special prices, In just one hour.
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From your color primt negative:
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(110, 126, or 135). | understand that
my custom-quality color prints will
be ready In just one hour.
Offer good at all Quick Photo Labs.
Expires 1/17/83

negative, Il receive a free 1983
calendar personalized with a
free 5x 7" coler print. I

§understand that color enlargemenls
will be ready In just one day {at Tally
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Otter good at all Quick Photu Labs.
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Offer good at all Quick Photo Labs,
Expires 1/17/83
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