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Nicholas Androws was No. 2 man in the Amerlcen embassy In
Poland.

Road board backs off

Poland ai Caristinas

Long food lines, but no starvation

By Suzle Roltina Singer
stalf writor

Amerieans ptanning vacations in Po-
land may have a better time next
spring or summer than this winter.

Danger isn't tmminent, hut long food
1ines and contlnued unrest may make
the hollday visit slightly disheartening,
sald Nlcholas Andrews, a U.S. State De-
partment offical who served in War-
3w, . v
Andrews was assigned to Poland
from July 1979 to July 1981 as deputy
chlef of misslon — second In command
to the ambassador, He also spent time
there from 1868-1971,

“Therk arc no problems for Amerl-
cans tavellng in Poland, but they would
probably enjoy It more in the spring or
summer. Poles are friendly to Ameri-
can tourists.

“The only people they don't like,” he
quipped, “arc President Reagan and
members of the State Department and
the CIA because they take a hard lne

on SEMTA tax appeal

SEMTA offlcials sald they were cn-
couraged by the Oakland County Road
Commission’s statement that It would
not appenl a recent Court of Appeals
decision releasing more than $18 mil-
tlon la challenged taxes to the trans-
portatlon authority.

John L. Grubbs, managlng dircctor
of the road commission, had said last
week that his board would let the decl-
slon stand If SEMTA will provide ade-
quate bus service to Oakland County.
The agreement was reached last week
In discussions between SEMTA and the
road commlssion representatives.

“We are certainly encovraged by
that statement,” SEMTA General Man-
ager Gary Krause sald, “We don't see
what we'te dolng now is any different.”

UNDER TERMS 'of the agrecment,
the Oakland County Road Commission
sald It would not appeal the Court of
Appeals decision if SEMTA uses the
taxes for senior clilzens, handicapped
persons and others who have no other
access to transporiaticn; assures con-
tinuatlon of small bus service in Oak-
1and County; and allocates the funds to
the county in which they were collect-

]

ed.
SEMTA must abjde by the agree-

ment within the 20 days allowed by the
Court for appeals to be flled, the com-
tmission sald.

“We're dolng that,™ Marvin Meltzer,
of Inter-governmental relatlons for
SEMTA, sald of the terms of the agree-
ment. *We're providing services essen-
tially as the peed §n Oakland County is.

*1"think it's very good that we are
able to have the funding avallable to
continue to provide the services.”

THE STATE Court of Appeals ruled
1ast Wednesday that SEMTA was entl-
tled to funds escrowed {rom November
lIISSD to Aprii 1962, totalling $18.7 mil

on,

The road commission's lawsult hod
challenged the constitutionallty of a
state law which levied an additional
$2.50 license plate fee on in

what the outcome would be if the com-
misslon appealed the ruling.

“I'd be really prejudging the Su-
preme Court if 1-were to do that,” he
sald. He added that the court’s declsion
last week was unanlmous,

“The rullng was rather clear as a
victory as far as SEMTA Is concerned,”
Krause said.

agalnst marlial law and support sanc-
ons.”

THE POLISH tourist bureau re-
quires each visitor to pay & $10 a day
fec In vxchange for coupons for meals,
to azsure that visitors leave “hard cur-
rency” in Poland, Andrews said.

. “They don't want people golng to Po-
land and trading blue jeans for g
and services. They want the hard cur-
rency,” he explalned,

Amcricans needn't worry that their
‘Polish friends and relatives aren't re-
celving mall from the Unlted States,
sajd Andrews, who visited the Observer
& Eccentrlc last wec;k while on a

" n

Detroit. v

“Censorshlp was very tight on the
mail In the carly marttal law period. It
was casier to recelve postcards from
Poland than to get them there. But
that's not true any more, Sometimes it
takes lopger for the mail to travel to
America, but if martial law Is cased, it
wlll travel faster,” be said.

Andrews advises people sending
packages (o Poland not to mix food
with non-food items because, when
they are recelved, Poles must pay duty
taxes on non-food items.

EVEN THOUGH te left Poland be-
fore martial law was Imposed, An-
drews gave his views on why the gov-
ernment tried forcefully to quash the

. Solidarity Labor Pasty just one year
week.

ago. Martial law was eazed this

“The domcestic, political and econom-
ic situation therc had deteriorated so
much (hat Gen. (Wojclech) Jaruzelski
didn’t see any way out oiher than tak-
ing over,” Andrews cxplained.

“Selidarity waoted o say on all eco.
nomic policy, and they demanded polit-
ical changes beyond what Communists
authoritics could agree to, They dldn’t

‘Censorship was very
tight on the mail in the
early martial law
period. . .But that’s .
not true any more.”
Nicholas Andrews

Since the imposition of martial law,
consumer prices have rlsen about 300
percent, Andrews sald, but huge price
increases mean more balance.

“Ration cards provide equity. 1t's a
more organlzed markel,” he 3ald, add-
ing that while Poles may have to walt
1ong for food, they aren't starving.

NEWSPAPER REPORTS are for
the most part accurate, Andrews sald,
but they are always censored, Publlsh-
ers are allowed to print more informa~
tion than they could immedlately after
martinl law was instituted.

“After martlal law, the objective
was to control the press, radio and tele-
vislon. Newapapers were suspended,
the content tightly censored, Now it Is
a very dull press,” he sald.

“Edltorials can critlcize ane factlon
of the government — such as the hous.

sce any room for p " he
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Wayne, Oakland and Macomb countles.
It also argued that the taxes had ex-
plred last year.

Krause said he and the SEMTA
board chalrman were present for the
with |

atives. He sald the dlscussion look

place In the carly evening af the same

day the court’s decision came down.
Krause would not speculate as to
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jtor thought was unrcasonable — but

it's impossible to envislon an article
getting into print that critlcizes the
government's overall poliey,” he sald.

UNDERGROUND newspapers oand
Solldarlty movements are quite exten-
slve, Andrews sald.

“There are londs of underground pa«
pers with articles on options and polley
debates, They are all uncensored and
put out by the Solidarity organization,”
he explalned.

“But the only thing Solldarity can't
do underground is organlze a general
strike because they can't distribute in-
formation quickly,” he sald.

Post-war baby boomers are by far
the largest supporterz of Solidarity,
Andrews noted, and they're not going to
dle off desplte martial law.

“It 13 a young generation with aspi-
ratfons stronger than thelr fathers. It's
a difficult grovp lo restrain,” he said.
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