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backgammon
Mike Giordano

of the Cavendish North backgammon club

The position dingrammed above oc-

at the weekly novice tourna-

ment held at the Cavendlsh North

Backgammon Club.. White is on play
and had rolled 2 3-2,

There zre a number of alternatives
open to white but only three need be
examined. They are, one, covering the
loose man on white's 7 polnt by maving
all the way from the 6 point; two, play-
ing the $ from his & polnt and the 2
from his 5 polnt, thercby making
white’s 3 point; and, three, playing 7 to
4 and 8 to 6 polnts, Let us consider cach
of these choleea in turn,

First of all, by making hls 1 point,
white builds a 5-polnl board and doesn t

leave any loose men. This dublous -

quest for safety is the u'ademnrk of
most beglnners.

In this situation it s the le-'ut deslr-
able alternative. Since white is unlikely
ta get a shot on his next roll (only dou.
ble 53 by black leave a shot), he should
be more concerned about how he will
play his next couple of rolls.

BY BUILDING the 1 point now,
white creates a positlon that is destined
to deteriorate. Whenever white rolls a
number with a 6 or § before he is able
to mave his back man, ke witl be forced
to play additional men to his 1 or 2
point and be faced with the prospect of
havlng to break his 6 or 5 polnt In short

Clcarly better Is the sccond option.

By imaking his 8 point, white now has 6.
polnt prime of his own In case of the
double 5 miracle by black.

However, most of the timing prob-
lems that go along with the previous
play remain. It Is unltkely that white
will be ahlc to play lor 2 rolls without
breaking hls board. this happen

ces of wLnnlng ulwr getting a
shot and hltllng it are exceedingly slim.

Bringing both men in from hls outer
board serves a vital functlon for white.
1f black retains his blocking position
for a couple of rolls, white will no long-
er hava any 6s to play. By killlng hia
own &s, white has the best chance of
keeping his board intact,

Alter bringing onc man to hia 6 ond
one to his 4 point, white would welcome
the roll of a 6, as it would slow, his fore-
ward progress. Notlce that after the
recommended play white will make hls
1 or 8 polnt with any number that
docsn't Include a 6 and that all his best
numbers start with 8,

White's winning prospects from this
poaltion are exceedlngly slim as he
must {irst get a shot at black and then
must hit §t while he still has a good
home board. But white can retain his
board through adrelt play, and 50 long
as he keeps his board integrity, his
meager hopes stay alive.
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Deck the holls with . . .

“The Greatest Stary Ever Told”
(1965), in two parts at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday on Ch. 50, Originally
141 minutes.

They made the story of Jesus zs only
Hollywood could {or would} — with a
star-studded cast of sliver screen king-
pins dotting the eplc venture. Look for
Van Ed Wynn, Claude Rains,
Jose Ferrer, “Sldncy Poltler, Ava
Gardner, Shelley Winters and cven
John Wayne in period dress alongside a
cast of regulars that Includes Max Von
Sydow {as Himself), Charlton Heston,
Carroll Baker and Dorothy McGuire.
Even though the atars are distracting,
the #ilm has its cplc, awe-lnspiring
moments. But generally it's a reflec.
ton of its director, George Stevens,
wha's respoasible for such plodding ef-
forts as "Shane” and “Glant.” Inclden-
tally, the lengths of different prints of
mc lim vary from 141 to 225 minutes.

WHAT'S IT WORTH?
A ratings gulde to the movies

Bad.

Falr, . .. .. . 82
Good., . . ... . 83
34

Excellent ., . . . ....

hip, but the chemistry Ls there, Henry
!I‘f:\!m and Ruth Doonclly also stas.
Rating: $2.85

“Boys Town"” (1938}, I p.m. Friday
on Ch. 50, Originally 96 minutes.
When Spencer Tracy won an Oscar
for his portrayal of Father Flanagan,
the founder of Boys Town in castern
he took the award, [nscribed

Ch, 50, wlll take four hours to show the
pleture, but that’s no real Indication of
which print they have In store.

Rating: $2.60.

“The Bells of St. Mary's" (1945},
noon Friday on Ch. 9. Originally 126
minutes,

The sequel to “Going My Way" Is at
its best when sparks of forbidden ro-
mance fly between priest Blng Crosby
and nun Ingrld Bergman, Director Leo
McCarey never exploits the rclatlon-

it with tha following, and sent it to the
man who colned the phrase “There are
no bad boy‘" “To Father Edward J.
Flanagan, whoso great human quali-
tes, timely Ilmpliclly. and lnsplrlng
courage were strong enough to shine
through my humble effort’ Mickey
Rooney and Heary Hull alsostar,  *
Rating: $3.

"Serooge” (JWO). 9:30 a.m. Satur-
day on Ch. 20. Originally 115 min-
utes.

Versatlle Albert Finney glves this
muaslcal adaptation of the Charles

Dickens story hls best ahot, tut ol
spired songs, musle and direetion mar,
um effort. Still, it's & plty that Ch, 20 35'
gqneullng the fllm into a Nm[nulg
e

Rating: $2.25,

“It’s a Wonderfol Life” (1547), 1135
pom. Saturday on Ch, 8, Originally.
129 minutes. |

Perhaps the key to Frank Capray
success I8 bis pacing. “Wonderfu) Lue "
like many Capra fllms, is foolishly sen.
timental and terribly uvumclcd but.
{'s s0 quickly paced that the vlmm
can’t think twice about what he's wit.
pessed before another lavish Mqugm
strikes and dulh the senses. Before yoy.
know it, you're sucked in b_v this dhbol.
leal schematle, and you're lhomughly
cnjoying the movie, James Stewar,
Lionel Berrymore, Thomas Mitehelj
and an incredibly young and beautiot
Donna Reed star.

Rating: $3.30.
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NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS |
FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE )
CARNT.DUTS OW OUIN{S( 7000
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HOME
TABLE

OUTER

Brecht
comedy

Urish Shelley (Da-
vid P. Drobot, tight)
cogrces Galy Gay
{Michael Kumor) to
change from a
penceable  civillan
to a feroclous warri-
or in  Bertolt
Brecht's comedy
with song, “A Man's
a Man."” The Studio
Theatre production
opens at 8 p.m. Jan,
13 at Wayne Stato.

Prime Rib, N.Y. Strip,

Firse Seating 6 pm - 8 pm
No Cover

Celebrate New Years Eve
Serving New Years Eve

Filet Mignon or Fried Shrimp

Favors &

#Ferneservenves CLOKEDNONDAY  FREA BATUN 1630
427-3170 1031! Mlddl-bulx-&lvonl.
> = ST

ALLUCAN
LAT
SPECIALS

JCLOCK. Jr.

" GET AWAY IN YOUR OWN
BACK DOOR

oFres continental brsskfas!
+h=u «Minules lo fine restavrants
nig|

25255 Grand River « Redlord
. Just N. of 7 Mllo 5334020

Umit 2 acults per room

o
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Gourmot

Now Serving Homemads Bread & Baked Potsioos

4 llh complaie dianers Hamdurgoer
Stacked Ham

W. 7 Mile at Farmington Rd,
leonl- (K-Mart Shopping Centor) « 476-8215

4 WARM UP WITH OUR LUNCH
SOUP & SANDWICH SPECIAL

plua your cholco of 3 dally homomada soupa
998

Not valld with any ather coupon » Explres 12-30-82

Salaml Sondwich or
Homomado
Hallan Sousage

LUNCH HAPPY HOUR
Bar Highbatls 31 Pitchers of Beer $3
pm-2 pm

Businossman's Lunchoons $2.80 uu ‘

1200 Off Gl WSt iy

mpleta Dinnors $4.85 up
EXCELLENT FOOD SERVED It A TROPICAL

ATMOSPHERE SPECIALIZING 9
CANTORESE COOKING
Chinesa & American Food .

« Cocl
az11627 :
(BE| rw:tnumnum T & INKSTERRD 1 X Food & Cocktalls
: American Express, VISA, Maater Charge Accepted \_474-4650

EVERY DAY NAPPY HOUR 4.7 8 pm
THURS.-SUN. - DANCING « LIVE BAND 1:30am

20505 W. 8 Mile
Farmington Hills

" BRAND NEW

Rodtord
parly

| 27331 Flvo Mile at Inkstar,

W YEAR'S EVE

" N.Y. Strip « Prima Rib - Filet Mignon » Surf & Turt
-Lobater Tall {2) « Fried Shrimp » Pickeral
All Binnars Include: 8alad, Cup of Soup, Caked Folsio o Rice Pilat,
First Soating: 5 pm-8 pm, Socond Sealing: 8 pm - closo
Compllmantary spllt of champagna per porson al {ast saeting
Dance Band
Call for Aesvrvations
537-5600

Happy Hour Monday thru Friday

Monday Night Football Party

Live Entertainment
Tuesday thru Saturday’

Sheraton-

WILARTON HOTTLS & INRS WO DWII
TR0 SHLBATON DAIVE NOVI MISHIGAN
303348 4000

Lacaed sl 1-96 ang Ny
05 o

NOWAPPEARING

Sp.m.to8p.m.

Peoper Allve. Please

Big Screen TV

Oaks

v Bd 1ExNI62)
Oaks Mal

MmemCo
iy

e, -

19181 Morriman
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“JUST LIKE HOMEMADE"

PASTIES

Upper Penninsula
Stylo Pagties with
that Finnish accent
Rutabaga & Carrot
. In evary onel

COUPOR
Buy thrae, get ona
b3 Beol Pasty

Limit 1 per customer

RING IN ’83 AT...

Champagne with dinners
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS
NOW Dinner Priced $10% - $12%

JOHNNY K’S

32826 W. FIVE MILE « LIVONIA
425-8530 |

—
HOLIDAY SPECIAL d

« BEEF PASTIES $1.59

COUPON
BUY 3 GET 1 FREE!!
with ad through Decombar

Rutaboge & carrots added on
request at no extra charge

a: M PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAYS
paLIVONIA, 5367788 FAMILY SIZE U-BAKENT PIZZA '4"

| b‘
ast

s15°° Person
All You Can Eat
) Dinner Buffet
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

9pm-4am
Noisemakers & Hats

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY
477-9077

Dean!
Pl

§'s STOYAN'S INN

; NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY
BUY YOUI\
i 10%OFF

I’u:}:! Mizd . I'Ilvlll ll Uplululkaqul Room
xu

Rome & Co. Playia;
Call Now for Hu

IN HEWHURGH PLAZA

FOR YOUR DANCING ENTERTAINME]
DENNIS ROM
Mon.

) 2 « BUSINESSMEN'S
% ' LUNCHEONS
S~ « FAMILY DINNERS
e CARRY-OUT SERVICE
! > i BANQUET FACILITIES
I bt OPEN EVERY DAY
= Mond Thursduyllnrn -11p.m.

BANQUET
FACILITIES

CANTONESE |
" AMERICAN

CUISINE -
+ COCKTAIL LOUNGE

)

y 11
Sundaya & Holldays 12-10 p.m.

991
37097 SIX MILE AT

am.-12p.m.

-1901
NEWBURGH + LIVONIA

* { FINANCING AVAILABLE « LAYAWAY » FREE DELIVERY

Select (tom STEINWAY, SOHMER,
KAWALKRAKAUER ETT &
CONN PIANGS " VER

PIANQS . NEW EVERETT

CONSOLE
REG, 2995%

31988
Used Grand Pianos
over 30tochoose from . . . , .,

SELECT FROM ORGANS

AND KAWAI ORGANS ~
NEW KAWAI ORGAN

\V/EA'SY PLAY $99 5 OO

REG. 132%.00
USED ORGANS rroMm

.3285

eonesenniena,

HAMMELL MUSIC, INC,

13630 MIDDLEBELT, LIVONTA 427-0040




