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orporation All Righha Reveryed -

Teachers settle contract 8 months early

8y Cralg Piechura
staff writer

In an early settlement that caught

parents of achool chlldren, both sides
sounded like a mutual admiration soci-

ety.
“You llnrt with a community that’s

many olf-guard, F. teachers
have reached a tentatlve agreement
with the school adminlstration on a
two-year pact, 8% months before the
old contract was due to explre.
Because tho economy docsn't show
signs of improving, teachera’ unions
have hammered out now contracts as

and then,
thruugh the yuu, bulld up a trust level
between the adminisiratlon, the board
and the teachers which is absolutely vi-
tal and you can do it,” explatned Zan
Alley, exccutlve director of the Farm-

ington Educatlon Assoclation (FEA),
“We saw what happened this (all in
Novi and " satd

early as a year before of the
ofd one, a3 In the case of the Wayne-
Westland School District.

Tho practice of settling contracts °
months before the deadline Is a far ery
from the accustomed practice of 114
hour marathon bargalning sessions tak-
Ing place around Labor Day and some-
times jeopardizing the start of school.

. In explaining the "Christmas gift” to

Robert Coleman, who represented the
adminlstration in bargaining, "We saw
the upset It caused the communlty and
felt, as Zan (Alley) sald, that It was
worth taking a shot at (scllllna the con-
tract early).”

THE TENTATIVE agreement —
which calls for a 5 percent Increase In
each of the two years — must be ratl-

{led by a simple majorily of members
on Jan. 7 when the FEA valu on the
package. If

bachelor’s degree and $36,390 if they
possess a master's degree in thelr area

agreement will then have (n appraved
by the school board at a Jan. 11 board
meeting.

Under provisions of the tentative
agreement, entry-lavel teachers hold.
ing a bachelor’s degree in the subject
they tcach would receive $15,628 or
$17,248 if they have a master’s degree
certlfication.

In a 10-step wage scale system,
teachers with 10 years senfority In the
dlatrict are at the top of the scale, They
would recelve $20,802- if holding o
bachelor's degree In' the first yesr of
the agreement and $34,857 If they hold
amaster's degree,

In the second year of the contract,
teachers at top scale would bring home
annual salaries of $31,292 If they hold a

of
'nm dlstrict currently employs 670
rsons represented by the FEA wlith
2ﬂ laldoff members wllo arc on a recatl
1lat,

Superintendent Lewis Schulman sald

the early settlement, if a)l goes well,
will make It easler to submit a budget
for school year 198384 to tho atate.
School district budgels — once due in
the fall — now must be submitted in
the Jate spring.
* In the noa-cconomic portlon of the
contract, the tentative agreement
spells out a tighter atudent-teacher
staffing ratio, The ratlo, per huilding,
wlll be 25 students Lo one teacher In the
elementary huildings; 22-to-l in the
mlddle schools and 24-to-1 In the high
schools.

THE SUPERINTENDENT sald the
stalfing ratio “really isn't a glveaway”
by the admlnlatration because there's
been an increase in the number of sub-
jects ntudents In middle schools and

gh schools are taking and more
teachers are needed. Schulman sald be-
fore the graduation requlrements were
ralsed from 15 to 21 credits ln 1981,
students averaged 5.2 classes per se-
mester. The average today Is 5.4 class-

T semester,

Caleman said the tentative agree-
ment will result in four additional
teachers needed In the middle schoals
and three more teachera needed in the
dlstrict’s theee high schools.

“We zee an educatlonal beneflt there,

00,” Coleman sald, “so It's a dunl-
edged sword."

Union ncgotintor Tom Crhrzanowski,
FEA president, sald another non-eco-

nomle gain for teachers in the contract
is clearer language In the teacher eval-
uation process,

In the proposed agreement, teachers
would have to be obscrved at least
twice, for 2 minimum of 15 minutes du-
ratlon, before an evaluation could
written and placed In the employee's
personnel file, If an evaluation is nega-
tlve, the teacher has the right to invite
an ator back for &
check,

Even without the urgency of a con-
tract expiration date hanging over
their heads, negotlators bargained as If
their backs were agalnst the wall. Four
formal bargalning scssions were held
from Dec. 8-12 with 64 hours of bar-
gaining clapsing. The Inst sesslon was
33 hours straight with both sides locked
up from 1¢ am, Saturday, Dec. 11
through 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12,

By Cralg Plschura
stafl writor

‘The Inst thing the Farmington area
‘needed is another Irish pub, say two
owners of Col. Clickers Cricket Club In
Farmington Hills,

With a name Uke that, you'd expecl
to hear the duo humming “Hail Brit-
tanla” Despite the English cricket
theme, two of the bar owners confess
that they're of Irlsh heritage.

But with established Irish bars such
as the OId Village Inn and Dunlcavy's
in Farmington and newcomer
O'Shechan’s in Farmington Hills aa
competltion, tho partnership decided to
try another tack with thelr watering
hole, which opened Nov. 11.

They don't carry the Engllsh bit too

tron,

far — mostly treating it with a tongue- |

In-check attitude. This Is reflected In
the atory of Col. Cricket printed on the
menus, which say the bar's namesake
ran a club in the scedy Soho sectlon of
London and charged no membership
{ee but asked patrons “for a donatton of
a useless (but unique) item of junk Just
leftover debris from Penny Lane.

The idea behlnd ati the pscudo-hl.'l-
torlcal baloney is that owners Scott
Morzris, 36, and Jim Lamb, 28, both of
Farmington Hills, and Ed Taggle, 38,
of Canton Townshlp, want le who
come to the bar to fecl Hke it's “their”
bar, A place where the owners know
thelr name nud the customers are fa-
miliar faces.,

To encourage that kind of amnlty
among regular, local customers, the
bar Invites regulars to bring in junk to
hang from the walls, The parapher-

TOM MANDELKA/statt pholographer

0'Sheehans bartender Jerry Pautke pours & pint for an eager pa-

New English pub hosted
by two boys O’ the Green

nalla wili be genulne — unllke the de.
cor in many trendy bars that offer Imi-
tatlon junk.

Some of the stuff atready adorning
the walls includes a porthole from a
ship, a court jester mannekln, a ericket
paddle and a statue of W.C. Fields. For

thelr donations the patrons recelve a
red, white or blue ceramic mug with

thelr name and birthday engraved on it

and a plaque under the item they do-
nated. There are food and drink speel-
als for mug holders,

“You never get a second chance to
make a good (lrst impression,” says
Morris.

.Ho has reassn,
mnklng a’good Imprmlon

cancarned about

Cnl Cllcknru Cm:kal Cluh owner Jim Lamb prizes the ealabﬂlhmunt encoursges patrons to part

‘ Please turn to Page 12

Farmington Hills. Lil(e {is counterpart in London,

d to his new bar in with “useless but unigue items of junk.”

The greening of Farmington Hills

By M.B, Dillon Ward
stalf weltar

Farmington Hllls has grown a wee
blt greener with the recent grand open-
ing of O'Shechan’s Tavern, an Irlsh
Eatery, at Grand Rlver and Drake
Roads.

Proprietors Larry and Tlm Shechan,
a father and son tcam, are offering pa-
trons a resplte {rom the work-a-day
blues in an airy, Elre-green atmos-
phere intended to “make eating and
drinking fun.”

O’Sheehan's, which seats 230, comes
third in a succession that began with
Livonla’s Sheehan's on the Green and
O'Shechans Tavern n Norihvllle.

“We used the Irlsh theme because of
our background,” snld larry Shechan,
formerly

cestral home still stands in County
Limeriek, Ireland,

“The Irish are fun-loving people.
That's why we wanted to make this a
place where eating and drlnking with
{rlends [s a happy occasion — not Just
where you have to go because it’s lunch
or dinner time,

“It's also the reason for serving hap.
py. fun types of food (“O'Heuckendor!
Irish sausage,”” “Great Baked Irish
Spuds,” and “Grandma O'Sheehan's Ap-
ple Pie" are a few examples) and the
reason why we've decorated with blond
oak and not dark wood, and lots of win-
dows.

“Openness, [reshness and green
plants create a type of place that gives
you that life.

O'SHEENAN'S SLOGAN, Erin Go
Brew, is especially enforced during an

of
Little C.‘lmr: Enlerprlsu whose an-

of happy hours and on the
17th of each month,

"We're going to celebrate St. Pa.
trick's Day every 17th day of every
month, We fee) it's a happy enjoyable
day, and the people of Farmington and
Farmington Hills should be able to
have that fulflliment more than once a
year,” sald the senlor Sheehan, presl-
dent of Shechan Enterprises, Ltd. His
wife Joan Is secretary/treasurer of the
company.

St. Patrick Day eelebrants will be
treated to an Irish favorite - corned
bee! and cabbage (complete with bolled
Irish spuds for $2.75) - green beer, and
all-day Irlsh entertaloment. Gulnness
and Harp, dally fare in Ircland, nlso
are avallable at O'Shechan’s.

THOUGH DUNLEAVY'S Pub and
Grub, an Irish restaurant and bar, s
nearby on Grand River cast of Drake
Road, the Shechans say the establlsh-
ments arc not in direet competition.

“The Dunleavys arc well-known
throughout Detroit, and draw a regular
crowd. We're hoplng the people who go
out once a week to Dunleavys will go
qut twice a week, and come here the
second time," said Tim Sheehan, viee
president of Shechan Enterprises.

“We didn't come In to take buslness
away, but to bring traffic in. We think
we'll (il the void that's between
McFrocks and the Steak and Ale on Or-
chard Lake Road and the Holiday Inn
and Dr, Doodles on Grand River. The
amount of growth out here is phenome-
nal with alf the apartment complexes
and eendomlnlums that have gone up In
the arca.’”

A bleak economy dldn't discourage
the principals of the family-owned flrm
tn their latest venture.

Plgasa turn 10 Pago 12

Hills balks at putting lights on the situation

Street lightlng for drivers and pedes-
trians who travel Grand Rlver and
F Road will in
the coming months, but not to the ex-
tent Farmington of! llnintl: would ilke.

Lights would be added to an area on
Grand Rlver cast of Orchard Lake
Road, and Farmington Road between 8
and § Mlle roads

At the urglng of Lawrence Savage,

Inaneffort k roads border-
ing both cltles safer and mam unlform,
the Farmington Clty Council asked the
Farmington Hllls to help pay for the
{nstallation of addltlonal street lights,

Hills clty manager, the
council last week unanlmously voted
agalnst [mpleinentlng cither of two
avallable lighting methods,

“0f greal concern to us is that by

participating in thls area, we would es-
tablish a precedent,” sald Savage. (Un-
lke the city of Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills supplies lighting only In spe-
clal Instances.)

“This s sulficiently different than
homeowners making a request.”

Savage views the cost of the pro-
pased lighilng, which would be $3,500

to $8,000 annually, to be to high.

“The most obvlous issue with respect
16 street lighting Is its rclatively high
cost, which §s a recurring expense year
after year, And based on the last 10
years and projections, ulllity costs in
the future can only be antlcipated to
rise at a rather ateady rate,” said Sav-
age In his repost to councit b

"Surely, glven the rather high cost of
providing street lighting today, any
new and growing clty such as Farming-
ton Hills would be hard-pressed to go
up and dewn all of lts major roads as
the oler centra) cities: did years ago
and light all streets.

Farmington, which wlll pay $86,000
to light parking lois and major and
neighborhood streets thls flscal year,
must bow institute a watered-down fm-
provement plan, said Farmington Clty
Manager Robert Deadman,

Ploase turn to Page 12

Council regular rates city leaders

By M.B, Dillon Ward
statf writer

Year-end report cards, some of them
unfit for parental viewlng, were hand-
ed out to Farmington Hilla clty councl
members Dee. 20 by one of their
keenest observers,

Farmington Hills resident Masslo
Kurzea, a famitlar face at city hall,
declded after many months spent Ils-
tening to elected officials that it was
thelr turn to Usten to her,

“People ave always asking me, 'how
can you stand golng Lo s0 many council
mectings? They're so boring and they
never do anythlng,'” Kurzeja told the

council.
. "Well, I think it's lmportant that

someone grade you. You may not all
1lke the way I've graded you, but may-
be you can improve.

*Tonight you'ra the student and I'm
the teacher.”

Rurzefa polled Farmington Hills res.
fdenta by phone and kept track of at-
tendance, preparation, input and atti-
tude In order to grade the seven councll
members.

Asked “Who Is the mayor of Farm.
Ington HIUlls?” Kurzeja sald assistant
clty manager Bill Costick got one vote,
Coteman Young two votes while the re-
maining 19 persons surveyed sald they
couldn't name the mayaor.

The current mayor, Jack Burwell,
will be suceeeded by counell member

Fred Hughes In 1983,

“Wiicre is Farmington Hills city
hall?* also drew cnlightenlng re-
sponses, Kurzeja sajd.

Elghteen didn't know; Tally Hall
recelved two voles. Ono person cited
the clty of Farmington munlcipal
bulldlng.

Three of 22 persons Kurzeja sure
veyed said they'd attended a councl]
meeting,

The report cards of Burwell, llugh-,
Jan Dalan, Jody Soronen, Chnrlr_s Wil
lams, Willlam Lange and Donn Woll
were read aloud as Kurzeja rated cach
of them on vhlblllly, communlly In-

"

n, attitude lnd

Lange 55 for an E, Dolan 98 points for
an A, Willlams a € with 75 points, Wolf
84 points for an E, Hughes 84 points for
aC, and Soronen an A with 96 polnta.

Kurzeja based her findings on 22
council meetlngs and varlous clvic
functions,

She bestowed awards on Soronen for
political involvemnent outslde the coun-
¢ll and on Dolan for outstanding gov-
ernmental and humanitarian service,
while Burwelt was rated as the most
improved council member.

“Whon he was first clected, T thought
this man is off the wall, he was so opl-
nionated and cantankerous, He did an

" Burwell earned 87 points for a B,

job as mayor and has made
the greatest strides.”
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