OLE Monul . Decomber 27, 1982

Duns Scotus
feeds poor

* By Carol Anshld Axlzian
statf writer

Cleo Brace was prepared to serve 2
bowl of peas for Chrisimas dinner until
she heard Duns Scotus Seminary In
Southfield was glving food baskets to
low-income familles.

“We wouldn't have had nny!.hlng ex.
cept a couple cans of peas,” she said.
*“Christmas would have been very sad
without the haskels.”

he Detrolt woman was among 600

needy persons whose Christmas was a

lttle brighter this year thanks to the
efforts of three Franclscan Friars.

Brothers Michact Sehebec) and Fran-
cis Willlams and Father Marcan
Heldelberg organlzed the semlnary's
12th annual Christmas food drive.

The frlars said more ncedy persons
applled for assistance this year than
ever before. Most were “below poverty
Tevel,” they said.

Because contributors were “very
generaus,” the frlars were able to glve
canned goods, turkeys, toys and ‘cloth-
Ing to all 600 persons who came to the
semlnary last week.

FOR BRACE and her famlly, It
meant more than just having food on
the table.

“It’s golng o make our Chrislmns o
she sald last Thursday.

Brace, who lives with her 77-year-old
mentally retarded brother and 25-year-
o0}d son, said she-*lives fram month to
month® not knowing whether they'll
have enough money for food.

“With the little money that comes In
from disabllity (benclits), we have
nothing left over after we pay our bills.
We can hardly (atford to) cat.”

A widow, Brace was forced to quit
her job at Americare nursing hame In
Detroit 10 years ago after sulfering
from a ruptured disc and dlabetes.

Her son, Haywood, lost his job three
years ago after the marble company he
worked for went out of business,

*1 haven't had a rcgulnr Jjob since,”
he said. “Things are tough.”

Gladys Robertson sald she “dldn't
have nothing except $1.12 in her purse”
two days before Christmas,

*Thls (baskel) witl glve me a meal,”
she sald. “It’s going to be a nice Christ
mas becatise now we got some food,
‘The Lord's letting me live and we got a
roof over our heads.”

A widow, Robcrtsnn suppon.s her 2-
year old grandson with monay she te-
celves from her hnsband's pension. Her
daughter has been in a mental institu-
tion the past few years.

*“I used to get food stamps, but they
cut off my payments because I gel aver
$400 2 month” she sald. *It’s not
cnough.”

Lilly Horn had more than onc toy for
cach of her six children this Chrlstmas
after visiting the seminary.

A SINGLE parent, shie’s able to sup-

Md to Dependent
Children (ADC) checl
*“As long as they (her children) have

something to est, that’s all that mat-

ters,” she sald. “This {food basket) Is.
golng to be a big help.

“We're always blumd when we !lnd
somcone who cares.”

Horn's fricnd, Mabel Brown, cared
enough to tell her about the Duns
Scotus food drive.

Brown was faced with a simllar situ-
ation several years ago. Unable to pro-
vide food and clothing for her elght
children, she sought asslstance from a
Detrolt priest,

“Ten years ago I moved into a new
house on the cast slde,” she sald. “I hap-
pened to meet the priest at my (neigh-
borhood) church and we became elose.

*I was telling him how hard it was
for me lo raise my chlldrcn on Soclal
Security cheeks.

“He {and other church members) al-
ways brought food baskets and cloth-
Ing. And he told me about Duns Scotus.

*I was mighty grateful to them,” she
sald, “Now my kids are all grown and 1

. don’t want (assistance) anymore.

“I'm concerned about lcss fortunate
familles, I help them any way'l can. i
1 have something [n my garden lo share
with them, 1do that.”

ANOTHER DETROIT couple —
George and Barbara Green — depend
on contributions from charitable or-
ganizations to feed and clothe thelr
three children.

“Sometimes we go to the soup kltch-
en (Capuchin Communlty Center) on
Mt. Ettiott,* she safd.

“We stood In lne at 6:30 am. the
other dny when Focus:HOPE gave out
cheese.”

For the past three years, they've
been coming to Duns Scotus for the
food basketa and toys.

“My husband is partially blind. He
worked off and on unill his eyesight
started getting bad,” said Green, “Now
be gets disability (bencfits),

“When be got hls first Soctal Security
cheek {about $4,000), we used the mon-
ey to put a down payment on a house.

"l'bnl was four years ago. Things are

tight now,” she said, “We can
bamly make it, hut we seem to man-
age.”
l;For Joetta Mayes of Royal Oak
Towmhlp. this holldny wnsn‘t a3 joyous

'Il'n not Ilke before when 1 was
worklng,” said the lald-off Bendix em-
p!uycc “But it's going to be comfort-
able.”

Mayes recelves ADC to help support
her four chlldren. “I hope I'll be able to
go back to work someday,” she sald.

Another slngle parent, Maxine
Thompson of Detroit, sald the last few
Christmases haven't been very bright
for her family.
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