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3 veterans tell 3 different télés of V'i'e“tr:lam

What have the attitudes of local
people been like toward Vietnam
veterans who returned to this
area? What difficulties have vet-
crons had here as a result of the
war? Do they ever regret going to
Vietnam? Would they po again?
Who are some of these men ai
what are they deoing with their
ltves today, 19 years after the end
of America’s involvement in Viet-
] nam?

Special writer Victoria Diaz
asked these questions a3 she
Jocused on the lives of three Viet-
nom veterans: Robert Sayre of
Livonia, Robert Cohen of Canton
Township and James Myrold of
Westland.

Diaz teaches writing classes at
Schooleraft Colelge and Livonia

: and Southficld Community Educa-

- tion programs. She has a bache-
lor's degrees in English from the
University of Michigan-Dearborn
and has wirtten several feature
stories along with book, movic and
theater reviews for area newspa-
persand news magazine.

’ She lives in Livonia with her
husband and three sons.

By Yictoria Diaz
spocial writer

In 1967, -when Livonian Robert
Sayre returned to the United States
{rom a tour of duty In Vietnam, the
first clvllian he saw welcomed him
home by spitting in his face and run.
ning away. “It gave homecoming a
new meaning,” sald Sayre, 36.

Although Sayre's experience may
have boen unusudl, It was not unique.
To say the least, most Vietnam veter-
ans were not welcomed home as he-
roes. Some experienced outright hos-
tility, Others met with indifference.
Many came home to find that those
who had refused to go to Vietnam
were aecorded a more herole status
In their communlty than the GI who
had actually fought.

“I have no regrels about going,”
sald Sayre. Conlined to a wheelchalr
sinee a post-Vietnam auto accldent In

1987, Sayre is a foll-time student at
Madonna College, working toward a
degree In journalism and publlc retn.
Uons, "I'd go agaln, if I could.”

Dralted just out of Garden City
High School in 1966, be spent 11
months in Vietnam driving a truck.

“But I never talk about the war
with my neighbors. I a subject
that's avolded ltke the plague. I'm the
only Vietnam veteran In my nelgh-
borhood. All of the rest of the men are
about my age, but they went to col-
lege Instead of Vietnam. I thought
that was cowardly then, and I stlli
{hink it's cowardly. The 12 years I've
llved there, none of the men or wom-
cn has ever mentloned Vietnam.”

SAYRE, WHO Is dlvorced and
shares a home with hls parents, said
he has no plans to work after gradua.

. tlon, After being discharged from the
 Army, he worked full time for 13

_months at the Veterans Administra- *

tion offices in Detroit, dispensing oc-
cupatlonal and educational informa-

COming Iwme

tion to veterans. Ha clalms he lNked
the job, the Interaction with veterans,
_but eventually bad to quit because ™t -

was costing me too much money”,

“Milllons, I would go out and make.
Bt If I only can go out and make §12-
15,000 a year, I lose a lot more money
than I make. I lose my Soclnl Securi-
ty, my insurance policy; it's just not
worthittome

In hia apare time, Sayre pursues ag
interest In photography by working as
a darkroom lab assistant at Madonna,
He also Is & coln collector. Presently,
he's not Involved with aby veterans®
organizations In the area. "I went toa
couple of VFW meetings, I'd be asked
a question about belng a Vietnam vet-
cran, but ore I could answer,
they'd start telling me aboul thefr
war experiences, and could care less
about what happened to me. I
thought, ‘This is crazy.’ So I didn’t go

ck,

“One night, I went to the Bamboo
Rap (a Vieltnam veterans counsellng
service on Scven Mile Road). There
were maybo four or five guys there,

* and they all started telling thelr sto-
ries, One safd, ‘I was back a week,
then I got busted . . ' Thiey had alt
been In trouble with the liw within
the first week to a month after they'd
come back from Vletnam, When it got
to be my turn, I sald, ‘Damn, do I fcel
out of place. It took me tl last sum-
mer to get my first trafflc ticket.

“I probably sould've had trouble
with the law, though, if I hada't been
In the automoblle accldent,” sald
Sayre, who sald e cxperienced the
Post Victnam Stress Syndrome. 1
was mean whea I came home. I don't
know exactly why 1 was mean; I
guess the circumstances over there
just made me mean. I was mean over
there, too. I don't still feel that way. T
can't afford to. I don't want to. The
accident took care of that. So I think I
was lucky.”"

ROBERT CONEN, 37, of Canton
belleves that his stint Iin Vietnam
changed his Ilfe for the better, .

“I'm glad I went,” sald the former
Navy medlc who often accompanled
Marine outlits on patrol near Da

* Nang. “I thought it was a good experi-
ence, Of course, I was scared the
whole time T was there. But it gave
me a lot of insight, and some traits T
dldn't have before I went. 1 have alot
more perslatence, more confidence in
myself, more endurance.

“I've not encountered any kind of
prejudice ar hostllity in this commu-
nity because I fought [n Vietnam.
‘That's never hoppened to me here, T
don't know If it's because I was a

* medle and people thought I wasn't on

the front line, or was neutral or some-
thing. But I had a weapon that I car-
rled, and 1 felt, at the time, 11 I had to
shoot somebody, I would have to de-

fend myself or the people I was with."

Slnee his return in 1967, Cohen has
carned a master's degree In biology
(rom South Conneetleut State College
in New Haven, Conn., plus another
master's In business administration
from Central Mlchigan University.

Alter having been wounded in 1966,
Cohen experienced several symploms

Ski league is launched

Persons between the ages of 7-13 are
invited to joln the BIl Koch Cross
Country Skt Eeague. It will meet at the
Glen Oaks Golf Course Skl Center on
Jan.g, 15 and 22 at £:30 a.m., and again
on Feb, 5,12 and 19, at the same time.

Fee i1 $23, which Includes ski rental
or $13 with your own #kis.

In addition, a club ski festival will be
on Feb. 26. For further Informatlon,
call the Farmington Hills Parks and
Recreatlon offlced at 474-6115.
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of the Stress Syndrome. “1 still have
the nightmares about being shot,” he
sald. "They do seem less frequent, but
I stli2 get them. When I was in achool
In Connecticut, I talked to a psycholo-
‘gist o the psychology d ent
about the dreams. He sald, ‘They'll
never go away, not untl! they're re-

placed by something more severe,! "’ °

Now an cngineer with Ford Motor
Co., Cohen is married and the father
of two sons. Occaslonally, ko writes
poetry, most of it about his ex-,
perelnces {n Vietnam,

JAMES MYROLD, !1,"0[ Westland
enlisted in the Army at 17 and later

volunteered for duty in Vietnam. “I -

guess I dldn't know any better,” ha
sald, “Today I just couldn’t bear arms
against anyone. I've changed a lot
lnce T volunteered, Now I wouldn't
own a gun, I don't want anything to do
with killing. And I can't blame the
guys who wouldn't go."

Recently lald off from his joh as a
welder at Portec Ralt Division In
Novl, Myrold sald his atatus as a Vict-
nam veteran helped him to get a job-
when he returned to the arca in 1968,

“I've never had anybody splt on
me, or anythlng llke that, for serving
In Vietnam, Nobody's ever thanked

P! ¥ oy
- For trylng to kill peopla? I don't have
2 ‘Vietnam Veleran' bumper sticker |

me.

me for going, but I've pever felt unap- .
rociatid. Why should thi 5.

on my car, elther. If I put a bumper
“ticker on my care, people would say,
'Big Deal." " :

“While I was over there, I dld the
best I could, and I had a good military
record. But when they wanted me to
re-eallst, I'told them, ‘No, I've bad
enough of it, T can't take It anymore.
I'm alck of the gunfire every day. I'm
alck of my buddies geiting killed, 1
don’t need thia” -

Marzied, and the father of two.
daughters, Myrold rclaxes by flshing,

" playing baseball pnd softball, reading

the Bible, and watching television.

He sald he's not experfenced Post
Vlietnam Stress Syndrome, although
he does clalm to have been a “per-
vous wreck” when he flrst returned
home 14 years ago,

MI've bad & couple of bad dreams,’
be sald. “But just a couple. Mestly, 1
Just try to forget about the war. It's n
my past. I look at my future. I asked
a guy today if he'd been In the ser.
viee. He said. ‘Yeah, but I didn't sce
Victnam.' I sald, ‘Well, you didn't
miss anything.' "
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GRAND PRIZE
% CARAT DIAMOND *

® FASHION SHOW & FLOWERS ® WEDDING
IRVITATONS @ LWWOUSINE SERVICE @ TUXEDOS
® JEWELRY ® PHOTOGRAPHY @ HAIR FASHIONS
® ENTERTAINMENT @ TRAVEL @ LINGENE
® COSMETICS ® CATERNG RENTALS

ATOTAL DUDAL SHOW. IDEAS AND EXHIDITS FROM
THE LARGEST ITEMS TO THE SMALLEST DETAILS!

" SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 1983
2:00 P.M,
SHERATON - OAKS

" DUQUET JEWELERS of - FROANDNOVIROAD |
Farmington and Troy * . -

NOVUMICHIGAN

" [NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY, FATHERS AND GROOMS WELCOME! |

w BRDAL BASKLY = 478-7370

FLOWERS AND GUTS = 471-2870
% DU QUET OWTUD « 4744061

[ TICKETS AVAILADLE FROM THESE FINE SPONSORS: == e !

W MALY KAY COSMETICS - 8310881
* THE PRINT HOUSE = 48-4040

 ABLE RENTAL GERVICE - 721.852)
* O SPECLALISTS = 53401330

W PENMY OH NEW DIMINSION BAAS =~ 274-4971
 ROOED DRIVE LIMOUSINE SERVICT » 4710089
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Confined to a wheelchair since a post-Vietnam auto acci
1t tudent at

1867, Rohert Sayre i5 a ful
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working toward a dogree in journalism and public relations. In hia
spare timo, Sayre pursues an Interest in’ photography by working

as o darkroom lab assistant at Madonna,

Learn More About House Plants USRS TR . : o,
immies RusTtics o oo
IN OUR FREE LECTURES MMIES BUsTI 2 o Stg,gggn“ )
- Dy Lo -~ L
ay Dur Y e . "
ISAEE=) oty at 1ab s Pation s Wiokae™: ] ''Scissor Bucks
v//% "Wa're rolling our prices back to 1875
Housa plant care, repotting, decotating, lighting, Afels y . Halrcuts compate for $15.00
¢an Violets, ferns, hesbs, minlature roses are Included. // plus rocalve 5 bucka {owards
Sce programs In W, Bloomtleld store. ’//// your next sorvica choico
WEST BLOOMFIELD ’ﬂ sglnmeaaion
6370 Orchard Lake Rd. ai Maple » 851.7508 X , Boven Mi
5.00 o 6:00Sup, 10.00t0 500 /(ld Livonla iy 4774080
- \
. Tokyo Oriental
I 0 1
... Williamsbur _@[ | MARCELLA SALIB, M.D. Health Spa
’ v HAIR FASHIONS 4 . INTERNAL MEDICINE *Whirlpaal
X W i< | Announces the opening of «Saunas
&N _100“— N St. Luke Medical Clinic, P.C. * Showar %.
a i Livoni
HAIRCUT and FOAM PERM = Fhonel”“ Farmingron, u’m"Aum-m'ng Service Staft -
DBLOW DRY Includes cut 422-3570 478-2120 *Muscts Prassure Massago
1 Q00 Na00 |1 |EEmecn et o e dene | | +Privoooms for Mon & Women g
s $ l 0 with ad 830 i Yy of smeries 5 iy percice, - TR peoblems & L In vuinwﬁ!zm;“g ’ol'm WM
3 i Free MedicalConnilation and s s e 14 U
27716 7 MitesLivonia  538-1044 § o tomgh M S ek ger i ‘ pecary Y e

B ANRY

, '2[&3“199’1

Amerkan

|~ TICKETS 52.00 IN ADVANCE OR $4.00 AT THE DOOA

N

i}

Direct Deposit is simply the quickest way to re- .
celve your Government payments. Because they go
directly into your own account. You can signup for
Direct Deposit wherever you have your checking or
savings account. Ask about it.

You'll never have to wait for your money.

Rssimple.
The longer you wait

to sign up for Direct Deposit,

the longer you wait.




