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. Morsis Baxter provided 10 points In Southfleld-
. Lathrup’s vicolry ovor Warren Cousino and 10

Park C

>olar Bears put

ANA |

ite on Lathrup

By Tom Baer
«staff writor

The winning coach was down In the
mouth. The losing coach seemed to be
taking it well enough and even found
something positlve to say, .

was the casc following the
gmﬂs of the Hightand Park High School
B T

Thursday night. As expected, South-
field-Lathrup was burled, §1.33, by
hest Highland Park,

“Well, 1 was disappolnted,” sald
Highland Park eoach Darrell Pursiful,
whose teams are usually top-10 materi-
al ranking-wise and whose current Po-
lar Bear squad Is 6-1.

“We'd play tough for two or threc
minutes and then we'd let up,” Pursiful
sald. “We'd start, and we'd atop, Oh
sure, we won rather caslly, but we
weren't able to do those things that we
needed to get done.

“We've got to develop some consten-
cy. We've got to get them in the groove
for our conference (the Suburban Ath-
letle Conference). We've got some
tough games ahead.”

Lathrup, which fcll to 2-4, was never
really In the game, and Hightand Park
pulled steadily away, The Polar Bears
led by nine at the quarter (15-6), by 15
at the half (29-14) and by 25 (47-22) at
the three-quarier mark.

“We were intimidated,” said Lathrup
coach Jim Kourtakls. “We were in awe,
But I thought we did a lot of nlce things
at times.

“At times we played some pretty
good team defense, aven though the fi-
nal score wouldn't indicate it. A lot of
their points came on our stupld turn.

* overs, Sure, they were pressing, but it

wasn't a real intense thing. We were
Just ¢

MINOY

morae In'the Chargers’ loss to Highland Park in the

last weoek,

‘aur

FOUR HIGHLAND Purk starters
scored in double figures; the fifth didn’t
make a point. y

ot - =)

Lathrup coach Jim Kourtakis:
*“Wao were intimldated, Wo were
inawe.”

Glynn Blackwell, a 6-foot-4 junlor
who came off the bench to score a
game-high 21 points in HP's semlflnal
win over Detrait Pershing Wednesday,
found a starting spot at forward
agalnst Lathrup and responded with 18
points.

Lonnie Woodward, a 6-7 senlor for-
ward and the only returning starter
from last scason's No. 1.rated club,

seored 11 points, as did Jonathan Hall, -

a 6-foot guard. Patrlck Franklin, the
other guard, contributed 10 polnts,

Moerrls Baxter, a 6-3 Lathrup junior,
scured 10 points, elght coming In the
fourth quarter, Curtis Riley had nine
polnts and Scott Shafer elght.

* ""Morris bas a nice game,” Kourtakls

sajd. *He's Just a junlor. We're starting
three junlors (Riley and Mlke Carithers
are the others) and it's golng to take
some time for them to fit in.

*I think we're right about where we
belong In terms of progress. I was bop-
ing for 3-3, but 2-4 isn't that bad.”

Lathrup shot a slzling 50 percent
from the {jeld In beating o weak War-
ren Couslno team, 56-46, in the tourney
semifinal Wednesday, .

Shafer, a 6-4 semor torward, led
Lathrup with 14 points and sealor
guard Ron Smith had 12, Baxter con-
tributed 10 points and Riley had eight
to go with his 11 rebounds.

“At times we looked very good,”
Kourtakis sald, “At times we did som
very good things.®

Lathrup returns to action tomorrow
night at home against non-league
Bloomfield Hllls Andover. The Charg-
ers' Metro Suburban Actlvities Assocla-
tion season resumes Friday night ot
Birmingham Groves,

LATHRUP 34 — COUSIND &

SOUTIFIELD-LATHRUP ($§) — Meris Baxter
3,08, 10; Scolt Saater 3, 00, 14; Curtls Riley 3, 3+
4,8; Mixe Carithers 1, 02, X; Ron Smith 8, 0-0, 1%,
Sean Tracey i, 0-1, 2 Dodjle Ttubio 3, 0-0, & John

2, TOTALS: 27, 2.7, 8.
N COUSINO (46) — Jef? Gilllarn 4, -3,
8 Jamle Zyvon 1, 34, 5; Jokn Goroola 1, $-19, 10;
Dave Garwood 2,33, 4, Kike Paslinaln 5, 33, 12
Greg Piwisski 1, 00, 3; Phil Rucimskll 1,09, 2;

Tracy Thomas 0, 1.3, 1. TUTALS: 18, 16:25, I8,
TOTAL ¥OULS — Lathrup 20, Coutino 9.

FOULED QUT: None.
LATHRUP WM —38
@ USINO $ 3121 —is

HIGHLAND PARK #1 — LATIIRUP 33
IUGILAND PARK (61) ~ Patriek Franilia 3,

3 3 o3 1,
1:2,3; Greg Battle 0, 1-2, 1. TOTALS: 32,17-27, 61,
SOQUTHFIELD-LATIRUP (33) = Morris
Baxter 8, 0-1,1; Scott Saler 3, 2.5, §; Roa Saulth
1,00, %; Curtla 4,14, 9, Mike Caritbers 3,0«
9, & Vie Mitler ¢, 0-2, ©; Jokn Elarimk| 0, 01, 8.
TOTALS: 13,313, 33,
TOTAL POULS —~ Lathrup 14, Highland Park
15. FOULED OUT; Nose.
AUGHLAND PARK 131~
LATHRUP €8 311 -1
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By John Raby
statf writor

Southfield’s
impresses MSU coach

4 watched Raiph last

There were the skepties who
thought, Ralph Walker bad a great
high school Rareer but wouldn't make
it In mnjor college basketball,

And then there were the believers
like Michigan State’s Jud Heathcote,
who signed the Southfleld High stand-
cut to a letter-of-intent last spring to
play as a Spartan.

The previous winter, “Popeorn™, as
Walker was called, was still 16 years
old and leading his Blue Jay basket-

the state semifinals. As everyone in
. these parts would like to forget, the
Jays were climinated on a last-second
bomber by Flint Central's Mark
Harria,
- Now, stlll four months shy of his
18th birthday, Walker has shown
great promise in Heathcote's eyes
and earncd a varsity letter as the
Spartans enjoy a 7-1 record.

WALKER, THE sklany 6-foot-8,
180-pbund has

yeéar and was
impressed with his
quickness to thé ball,
That you can’t coach.
—Jud Heathcole
MS8U coach

ball team to a 25-2 record and nto,

were honored as First Team Class A
All State selectlons.

“I kaew him previously because we
played In all-star gomes thls sum-
mer,” Walker sald, “He's a low-key
type of person. Our relationshlp is re-
ally .strong right now. We're llke
brothers,”’

IT COULD be that Walker’s steady
progress went hand in hand with Im-
proved knowledge of hls tcammates
and the program,

“At first I didn't expect to play at
all,” Walker sald. “Coach Heathcote
said my playing time would be equal
to how bard I worked in practice, At
first I was because of my

only six minutes of playlng time per
game at Michigan State. But, Heath.
cote says, Walker’s style of play rem-

of a former player, whoso
on-court presence made him MSU‘a
all-time leading scorer,

His name — Greg Kelser.

“I watched Ralph play last year
and was impressed with his qulckness
1o the ball, That you can’t coach, Kids
either have It or they don't,” Heath-
coto said.. “That's the comparison 1
made with Gregory, who had- great

s

Q1

- But, unllke Kelser, who averaged
more than 17 palnts per game In his
{four-year carcer, Walker will have to
fight his way through the ranks, He
was one of three recruits Heathcote
added to the Spartan rester to bolater
«tho lineup,

The other two recruils — guard
Scott Skiles, of Plymouth, Ind., and
Detroit Cass Tech's Patrick Ford, 2 6-
8 forward, who is Walker's roommate
/= .were among, the top 100 blue
,.chippers in the nation.

‘Walker denley a rivalry between he
. Ford, ‘but says they'ra good
. friends at present. Incidentally, both

slze and strength. 1 couldn't muscle
anybody down low, 50 he told me to
us¢ my quickness, That's natural to
me, and actually helps me a lot."

“Ralph’s improved more and
surprised us more as a coaching staf!
than any of og& untried ployers,”
Heathcoto sald, “We predicted earlier
that.Ralph would be a factor at all
only until he galned some additional
strength and maturity.

“And n all honesty, he goes out and
challenges the starters every day In
practice. He plays very hard; he's an

- Intelligent basketball player,™

The talk around East Lanalng s
that the Spartans are a year away
from prominence, that the team i
still young and inexperienced. Among
the starting flve are one senlor, two
Juniors, a sophomore and a freshman,

‘The senlor is co-captain Derek Per-
Ty, a 13 polnts-per-game scorer at
forward this sezson. With first-year
playar Larry Polec and Ford battllng
along with Walker for the spot, it lsn't
likely Walker will be the candidate,
but Heathcote says his chances have
come a long way since Lho frosh was
signed. '

‘Popcorn’

RALPH'S ADJUSTED well to col-
lege ball, and he's really getting along
with the kIds,” Heatheote sald. “He's
got a really pleasant, outgoing per-
sonality that's unusual for a freshe
man. We think he'll develop to be a
very geod Blg Ten basketbati for.
ward.”

Heathcote knew that nature would
take Its course in adding weight to
Walker’s small frame, and empha-
slzed it isn't slze, but strength that
makes the talent show,

“If you Jook at Jamaal Wilkes, he
played 56 many years at 180 pounds,”
Heathcote sald of the Los Angeles
Lakers' forward. “Greg Kelser al.
ways started the season at 200
pounds, He never put on any welght,
but he got stronger. He lifted welghts
religiously.

“We hopo Ralph will put on added
weight. If he doesn’t, we still think
that added strength can enable him to
play cven at his present weight. I ean
sce him playing at 200-210 pounds,
but not much more than that.”

Although the comparisons lean
toward Kelser, Walker admires onc

of Kelser’s old teammates the most
— Mage Johnson.
1T to him frequently,” Walk-

er said.' “He's told me to work hard
and all. T look up to him because he's
someene that really made it hig.”
Watker also looks up to Spartan
center Kevin Witlls, in more ways
than one. Willis, a 7-foot junlor, has
been *like an older brother” to Walk-

er.

“He's put me under his wing ever
since I got up to school,” Walker sald.

Walker emphasized patience as the
Spartans hezd Into Big Ten scason
play in January, He Is pleased with
his progress, although it’s hard work,
he zays.

“This team i3 pretty talented,”
Walker. sald. *Once we get the right
chemlatry and learn to work together,
we can be a contender in the Blg Ten,
I'm not sure about this year, but I
think we can win it.* .

Incldentally, Walker’s father, Are
thur, Is the basketball coach at De-
trolt Cooley High School, and brother
Jerome and former SouthfleM team-
ruate Mike Priest are playing basket-
ball at Cook County College in Texas,

Ralph Walker, shown above in a Southfield Hlnh uniform last season,

tuture at Michigan State Univeraity.
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would seem to have a bright




