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Just how popular is college hackey to
Detroit-area fans? ‘

Oakland County products now play:
Ing i college recently found [t good to
.come home for the holldays. Thelr re.
speclive teams — Notre Dame, the
University of Michlgan, Michigan State.
and Michigan Tech — baltled Tuesday
and Wednesday in Joe Louls Arena in

- the Great Lakes Invitatfonal bockey

tournament, which was won by Michi.
ganState, .

In fact, one of the largest crawds In
North Amerlea bockey history —
21,347 —~ Wednesday night Jammed
their way into the arena, The looks on
the player’s facea told the story. After
all, these players are ised to crowds no
larger than 5,000,

Representing the northern suburbs in
the tournament were Michlgan's Mike

Neft and Alex Sosa, both of West °

Bloomfleld, and Notre Dame'’s Greg
Hudas, of Troy.

NEFF, A sophomore defenseman for

. the Wolverines, has played in cvery

game this scason. Neff will find him.
self as the elder statesmen among the
Michigan defense next year, with
senlors Don Krussman and caplaln Ted
Speers graduating and three ' other
;mhmnn the only returnces on de-
onse. .

However, Nett worrics little In fors-
casting his role as the lesder in the fu-
ture on the Wolverine defense,

“I hope just to lead by example,” -

Nelf sald. “We came back with. only
two defensemen- that bad any playing

tima last year, 5o 1 hoped to improve .

cnough to stay in the starting tneup. T
badtowork forit. . - .

Perbops work too hard, In the eyesaf
Coach John Glordano, who says Neff
must stick to defense.

“He tries to do too much offensively,
As long as ho just plays defense, he'll
be all right” Glordano sald, *We're
hanglag in there with hjlm and hoping
that he's golng to develop. He can play
the game up in hls mind. He's o good
thinker.”

NEFF DESCRIBES himsel{ a3 a “de-
fensive defensman” who cxcels best In
:ming and the defensive aspects of

ockey.

“Some of the thlngs I have to im-
prove on are my puck control and my

shots — which are gelting better, but -

£till need improving.

“I've baslcally been a penalty killer
for the team this year. It's a tough
thing to do, but I like dofng it.” .

Nelf said his goal for this saason‘in.
dividuaily was to become a statter and
he has reallzed this with ease, but he
would lke to be included on the pawer
plays as well, and possibly rack up a
few polnts teo. Coming into the Great

Lakes tourney, Ne!f had two goals and
slx asslsts, -

‘Nef! graduated from Brother Rice
and played at the halfback position.on
the Warrior’s 1930.stata champlon foot.
ball team. His prep bockey days were
spent In Ecorse playing for the Pad-
dock Pool Junfor A Saints, ~

Notre Damo and Ivy League schools
wore Interested In Neff, but chose the
Malze and Blue. | -

_Neff isia busincss major, with a 2.9
grade polnt averagé.

HUDAS GRADUATED from Harper
Woods Blshop Gallagher and s in his
freshman year at Notre Dame, He also
was a two-sport athlete in high school,
“playing baseball at Gallagher and

. hockey In a Canadian Junlor B leaguo

and Michigan Junior A dlvislon,

“I was looking for n college that
would allow me to play baseball and
hockey too — and the best academlc

school out of tho ones that did,” Hudas |

sald. “And when Notre Dame offered
me a full-ride and sald T could play
both, that was the most logical cholee.”
Unfortunately, the Fighting Irish sit
last In the CCHA, losing its contests fn
the Invitational to Michlgan Tech and
Michigan. .
Hudas,. a"defenseman, is part of a
very young team which consists of 11
freshmen. He says the flight up the
playlng-time ladder has been rocky and
slow.
“I started out playing regularly for

olida'};s |

Avhe oy ° . : o -

the - Inftial fiva weeks, but (Coach
Charles Smith) declded I wasa't playing
the way he wanted, I haven't plaged the
last weeka, .
“I realize the freshman year Is al-
ways the toughest — that's what they
tell me — but as long as I'm progress-
ing each day in practice, that's all I'm
lookfng for.” i
" "Hudas 2ald the'talent and compeli-
tion on the team [s there, even for the
younger players, and goals nceded to
be 32t {n order to have continuous prog-

ress, = v

“My main goal was 16 Improve cach
week, 10T don't play that much my
{reshman - year, - that doesn't really "
bother ‘me "because 1 realize skating
three or four hours evéry day does
nothing but help. -

“We have a ton of talent on the team, . §
but we can't seem to put [t together
now. We play good one weekend and
the next we play atroclously,”

‘Waich makes a hollday break afl the *
more relaxiog.

“I've got five days off and meking
the most out of them,” Hudas safd,

S0SA IS LISTED as the third-string
goalle for the Wolverines, behlnd s0phe
omores Jon Elliott and Mark Chiamp,
The West Bloomfeld native has not
appeared in any of Michlgan's games
yet this season, but could sce action at
any time with the Michigan goalies av-
ernging almost six goals allowed per
game this year, .

- Oak Park captures Troy Tournament title

* statf wrltor ;

- oever Troy. The win came on the heels

By -llr{n Hughes .

In Tucsday's semifinals, Oak Park
! Athens while Troy clobbered

As expocted, the *University of Oak
Park®--captured the Troy Christmas
basketball tournament last week as the
Redskins posted consecutlve victories
over Troy Attens and the host Colts,

The wrapped up the ttle “They
Wednesday nlght with a 6545 vietory
of a 56-50, come-from-behind win over
Athens the previous night. Oak Park, a
bona flde contender for the Class B
atate * champlonsblp, improved - jts
record Lo 5-1 with the wins,

Clawson, 60-47. In the consolation final,
Athens dumped Clawson, 75-58.

Prior to the tournament, Troy coach

Jim Clary playfully josted .about the
Redskins, calling the {alent-laden team
the “University of Oak Park.”
dld just about what we expect-
ed them to do,” Clary said In the wake
of his team's 20-polnt setback, *I was
hoplng wo'd bo able to handle thelr full.
court press a lttle better than we did,
though, Wa hadn't worked too much
with Dave LeMay and Darin Morse at
the two guards before.” -

TROY'S STARTING point guard,
Cedric Corera, had famlly obllgations
during the holidays and was unable to
play in the tournament,

- *I didn't think we brought the ball up
the floor too well,” Clary continued, “Of
course, Oak Park dlda't let us get into
our offense,”

Oak Park got Its game golng midway
into the opening quarter when the Red-
skins overcame Troy's 8-5 advantage
to assume a 16-11 edge by the end of
the quarter. The Redskins' full-court
man-te-man- préssure proved to. bo
bothersome as Oak Park stole the bal, |

Dondero wins tourney

_BuzZer'shot foﬂs RHS

By John Raby
stat! writor

The glft was a little late for Christmas. But host
Royal Oak Dondero accepted a 54-52 basketbal!
victory Thursday night compliments of Rochester
High in the {{nals of the Dondero Holiday Classle,

Dave Antonlck’s jumper at the buxzer gave the
Qaks the win after aloppy play fn the game's final
minute gave each team a chance to put it away.

The Falcons played like the changing of the sea-
sons — warming up lke apring In the openlng min-
utes, getting hot near the hall, falling [n the third
period, and turning bone-chilllng cold In the final
milnutes, .

“We played two differet halves of basketball,”
Falcon Coach Ed Wright sald, “Dondero did some
things out there that were Interesting’ to say the
least. They took thelr blg people out and played

" with thelr gnards. We had some trouble contalning

thelr guards.”

THE FALCONS controlted the flrst half and took
a §1-24 halftime lead. But Rochester's shootlng
turned cold In the second half, They mada key mis-
takes and Dondero turned these into baskets, whit-
tllng the lcad to 4239 and the ead of three quartera
and cventually tying the game with under three
minutes left.

After the Falcons missed tumed the ball over

: twize w!th 1:45 Jelt, a Dondero bucket gave the

DCDS hockey tourney coming up

They won't be playing for the Stanley Cup, but
the Detroit Country Day Hockey Tournament of
Champions wlll give arca fans a chance to see some
of the fincst high school talent around.

Country Day wlll host the six-team tourney Jan,
79 at the Southfleld Clvie Center Arena,

The tournament fleld Includes Country Day,
Bloomileld Hills Cranbrook, Class A state champi-

on Alpena High School, Southview High School -

from Sylvania, Ohlo, the Culver Milltary Academy,

\ '

. day, The champlonship game Is set for noon Sun-
lay. .,
- Admission is $2 for ndults and $1.50 for students.

Oaks the lezd for the flrst time at 49-47, The teams”

“the lead (o nine polnts with less than

blocked shots and ran fts offense to
near perfection,

‘Troy came back within onc, 16-15, to
start the second quarter, but the Red-
skins answercd with 10 straight polnts
to take a 26-15 lead. By the end of the
quarter, Oak Park built a 32.18 advan-
a,
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The third quarter was more of the
same as tho Redskins Increased their
tead to 51-32 wlth a 19-14 scoring ad-
vantage. The Colts had a chance o cut

four minutes to play and Ozk Park on
top, 3928, but the opportunity alipped
away as Troy falled lo convert.
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traded baskets before a three-polnt play by Roches. .
ter’s John Trouba gave the Falcons the edge at 52+
51 with 30 scconds left.
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Two consecutive Falcon fouls allowed Antonlck
to tle the game with aix seconds lett, In which three
straight time outs were called, two by Rochester,

The Falcons had hoped to move the ball up the
court 23 time ran out, but in his haste, Jeremy Sar--
gent was caught travelllng, setting up the game
winning shot for Dondero,
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“Dondero’s offense was very good, I thought they

deserved to win the game,” Wright s2id.“They
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played very well In the second half,

TROUBA LED Rochester, now 2.3, wlth 22
polats; Brent Reed, Sargent and Crosthwalte each
had eight,

The Falcons advanced to the flnals wlth a 5851
victory Wednesday over Warren Mott.

Mott waa guilty of the same type of play which
doomed Rochester in the final — hot and cold,

Mott led after one quarter, 19-10, and raced to a
32-26 halltime Icdd, but only scored 19 polnts the
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rest of the way. The clincher for Rochester was 21
fourth quarter polnts.

Sargent led the Faclons agalnst Mott with 15
polnts; Crosthwaite and Reed had 14 and 10 respee-
tively. - -
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and Assumption High {rom Windeor, Onfario.

On Friday, Jan. 7, Alpena and Assumption face
oft at 8:30 p.m,, and Culver battles Southview at
8:30 p.m. Country Day and Cranbrook take on the

30650 plymouth road

ELITE COMP BOOTS
REG, *160

respectlve winners at 7 p.m, and 9 p.m. on Satur-

- livonia
&= 420-1000 =

The Civic Center Arena is located at 26000 Ever-
green Road,
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