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‘Did well’ last winter

How SEMTA will deal with snow -

Michlgan is geerlng up for another
barsh wlater, but travelers on the
Southeastern Michlgan Transportation
Authority (SEMTA) lines can expect to
rido out any storm agaln this year,

SEMTA has devised an emergency
plan designed to schedule buses and
tralns in a way that will help commut-
ers reach thelr destinatlons safely and
as quickly as posslble in a snow emer-
geacy situation.

SEMTA constantly monitors weather
conditions. It moves its snow emergen-
cy plans into action when forecasters
predict imminent snowstorms or bliz-
zards,

IN SPITE of the severe weather In
the winter of 1981-2, snow emergencles
were called only three imes, according
to SEMTA spokesman John Probst. He
sald commuters may have to wait a lit-
tle lenger In an emergency, but alt of
them would be provided for.

. “We were successful in that we got
all of our people home by 8 p.m. (In the
last year),” Probst said.

Edison sues 2 state agencies

Detroit Edison Co. has filed o Jawsuit
in Ingham County Clrcuit Court agalnst
the Michigan Alr Pollutlon Control
Commlsslon {MAPCC) and the state
Dy of Natural R

swltching to one-percent, low-sulfur
coal from current levels would cost |
customers ‘an additional $630 milllon
for the years 1985-1990 and create an

The sult contends that the MAPCC
granted Detroit Edison a license to
burn 1.9-percent, low-sulfur coal at the
company’s Monroe power plant at the
Commission's Sept. 21 meeting and
then Improperly attempted to revoke
that llcense at its meeting on Nov. 29.

¥ burden on the people of
*Southeastern Michigan without com-
mensurate environmental beneflts.

The company malntalns that alt fed-
eral alr-quality siandards for sulfur
dloxide arc belng met withln the state
of Michigan, even with the Monroe
Power Plant now burning 2.3-percent,

dl 1fur coal.
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We did quite well inder the clrcum-
stances.” -

In the event of a daytime snowlall,
which would alfect the aficrnoon rush

hour, passengers who work In the De.

12 trolt contral busincss district will be di-

rected to speclfle plck-up polnts In the
downtown arca for outbound bus ser-
vice, .

The plck-up points will be keyed to
geographical arcas. Each point will
have o SEMTA officlal dressed in a
poncho or wearing an Identification
badge who will be responsible for
:lmctlng walting passengers to correct
usca,

In the event of a daytime snowfall
affecting the rush hour, passengers
who work in downiown Detroit will be .
directed to specilic pick-up points in
the downtown area for outbound bus

service.

THE ON-STREET SEMTA eoordina.
tor will be-equipped with a radio and
will have access to SEMTA offices for

p-to-the-minute detalls on

services,

Riders waiting for outbound buses at
plek-up polnts without a SEMTA shel-
ter wlil be able to wait inslde parked
buses that will be used as temporary
shelters,

In an afternoon rush hour emergen-
cy, SEMTA will try to maintaln regular
outbound routes. Bus routes may be do-
toured to avoid snowbound areas,

In the event of an overnight snow
emergency that would affect mornlng
rush hour schedules, SEMTA w1l oper-
ate bus service.on mafor routes only.
Commuters can learn which major
routes are in service by listening to ra.
dlo and television weather emergeney
hulletins or by calllng the SEMTA Cus-
lomer Information Centers,

SEMTA'S SNOW emergency plan
will go nto effect when 2 storm or a
bllzzard reaches such serious propor-
tlons that a stale of emergency fs de-
clared by local and/or state govern-
ment.

.

uf
- SEMTA'

storm fnto effect!
If |t Ls necessary to put the SEMTA
anow emergency plan into effect, com:
muters will be [nformed through ser-
vice announcements on mafor radlo
and television statlons. Up-to-the-min-
te Informatlon will be avallable from
's Customer Information Cen:

ter. .

4 A.bl’ochllm {llustrating detalls of the
plan-and snow cmergency bus routes
can be obtalned by calllng the SEMTA

SEMTA may declare an

trafflc situation itself and put the
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