. work, one of private, reproductive fect than the cause of these forces, hours are awarded and are applicabla toward a Sale onds
work, The second both serves the first Perhaps more than any other group, | degroo at Westorn Unlverslty or transferrablo to July 31at
1 and helps to sustaln its inequities. feminists serlously think about and ex- | any colloge or unlvorslty, Prior regiatration Is not P ONALL
<. For some radical feminists, the fam-  periment with new ways in which peo- | roqulred, Enroliments will ba taken at any time N 0, SPECIAL
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.. Women see themselves differently_

e
.

This is the seventh 'in a series of
13 articles exploring “American

\ Families in Transition.” In this arti-

cle, Professor Catharine R. Stimp-
807, who has published widely on the
women's movement, explores the
varieties of feminism and how they
affect the family.

#1980, 1922, by the Regents of the Unfver-
sity of Callforpla,

share pleasure and poser, love and do-
mestle duties, delight and drudgery,
Paradoxically, more and more wom-
0 who do not call themselves femin.
ista are now acting on some feminist
principles In thelr cveryday lives. Over
half of all married American women
are now In-the publle labor force. In
botk the public sphere of the outalde
world and the privato sphere of the

- Feminism emerges, family changes

zat in tha kitchen, looked up and aaked,
“What about some bacon and eggs?”
The woman commented, “I Jooked
back at him, and I snapped, I told hlm
to make them himseld, He was
up, and just because I had given birth
to him, that didn't mean that I had to
Lave a frying pan attached to my hand
for tho rest of my life.”
She added, “He hasn't go!tm over the

. T H 3 home, women are. findlng cgalltarian- ° shock yet.”
By Catharine R. Stimpson Fanju]]es in {sm more attractlve. Feminism may be as shocking to
apoclsl writor Although mest women still favor many people aa that mother was {0 her
TI‘&‘ Je) Sjb'on martiage, over balf belleve that belng  son. Both are flrmly saylng that we
. 4 & parent is not essential for marital have asked too much of mothers and

Few social institutions are more

- misunderstood than the family, foew

socizl movemenls more rmisunder-

by race and clazs, nationality and relig.
Ion. One really should speak, not of “the
famlly” and "femlnlsm,* but of fami.

If women are ralaing chil-

have shown how burdensorie it can be.

bosses — tend to be low-paying, on-
crous extensions of thelr domestlc role,
Even with outside jobs, women contin-

dren, (hey are more often blurring ‘the
traditional dlvision of labor between

IN BRIEF, history is

§glven too little, that our publlc and our
private lves are undergoing, slowly,
erratically, but Irreveralbly, an evolu-

cess and to realize that feminlsm 13 not

{"..- atood than femintsm, The jobs womea hold In the Inbor force o

4 B o famly ottt ars 2 snch el s, whe v S50 1otk Sl rownd e s, ookl 5L
{ comlex creatures of blstory, influenced  often expected to walt on their mala bouse. saylng Ia to see, not to smear, that pro-
{

(

i

closing a gap between what many

a ut a active
witness to profound changes In the

* Ues and feminlsma, Both also provoke s to do most housework as well.
. opinlons and passions that may obscure Desplta such realltles, feminlsts have :fﬂ,?x%;yw?:;ggx "[’;? ::ﬁ#ermch we grow up, Lll, dream
a clear picture of their not the fanlly, of st than they once

[CEEN

- ¢

For many, the relationship between
feminlsm and the family is antzgonis-
te, The family, like other soclal instifu.
tions, 13 Inevitably changing, and fem-
inlam has frequently been the seape-
goat for those who regret the changes.

Opponcnts of “women’s 1ib” of(en fa-
bel it a destructive force that threatens
the security and sanctity of traditlonal
family roles. In a natlonal poll In 1977,
40 pereent of the respondents thought
that the famlly was breaking down and
that the women’s movement was large-
1y to blame.

Even a woman whose famlly Ilfe is
miserable may recofl from ber percep-

- tion of feminism, based largely on neg-

ative stereotypes portrayed by the me-
dia. Even supporters of economle, Iegal
and polltical rights for women may
xop short of supporting domestic
changes,

IN TURN, ever sinee the 19th centu-
ry, many ferinists bave elalmed that
the famnily Is a patriarchal form that
hkelps men and hurts women,

For other feminists, shaped by Marx-
Ist and sociallst thought, the capitellst

They recognize that many familles
have worked well for women, that
many women have done well within
families, For example, black and
Hlapanic families in Amerfca have of-
ten been flexible, supporilve networks
that were necessary for an indlvidual’s
survival,

Nor are ferninlsts alone when they
analyze family stress, tenslon, and hos-
tility. Freud, for example, cazt the
famlly drama as a human traunta. But
Freud was no feminlst.

Feminlsm is special In Ita inslstence
that wa look at familles from the point-
of-viow of the women whose Identlty
has historically been a0 bound up wlth
domestlcity and child care.

It asks that we teat familles, in part,
by what women do withln them, by the
rewerds they recelve for those efforls,
and by the consequences of famlly lifo
for women's power, autonomy, dignity
and health,

F! also checrfully aceept
the fact that irvesistible hlatorical cur-
rents — llke the entry of a majority of
women Into the labor force — are

world conslats of two,
spheres: cne of publle, productive

mother and chlld — that kept our ape-
cles going, But, In thelr view, the de-
pendency of mothers and children tpon

"/ athers fins had had results,

For still others, who oopibine femin-

us toward e family
forms. Indeed, feminism is more the ef-

en havo been asked to malntaln the
famlly, thelr activily in chenglng It
may seem particularly frighlzaing.

'Ta be sure, feminists disagree about
the family, Some declara it' obsolete:

were. In 1970, only 40 percent of them
in a pational survey approved of most
of tho efforts to change women's sta-
tus, In 1978, 84 percent did.

In 1980, on a spring morning, a mid-
dle-nged woman attended 2 Jecture
about American women, their work
and thelr families, When it ended, she
spoke up. She had gone back to school,
she sald, and had never been happler.
Then one day her son had come home,

Catharine R. Stimpson is current.
ly Professor of Enplish, Rutgers
Ustiversity, having taught at Bar-
nard College !%;m 1863 to 1980, A
well-known spedker and writer on
the women's movement, she is the
author of “J.R.R. Tolkien” and of
poetry and fiction. Her book zeries
on women, gender and society for
the Unfversity of Chicage Press will
begin publication in 1983,

College credit
-offered through
this series

soll-instruciional study,

the courso. The foos Is $113,50,

Wastorn Michigan Unliversity offers colloge
¢crodit by correspondence to renders of the so-
rles Famllios In Transition, which ls running
wookly {n this newspaper. Dr. Low Carlson has
authored a course study guide which directs

Studonts who take the course corrospond
wlth Dr. Carlson. Upon completion, two credit

Roprints of iho articlea plus a source book
and tapes may be purchased through tha unlvor-
sity.For furthor information on this or othar cor-
rospondonco ‘courses offered by Western Uni-
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izxm and modern psychology, the famlly  machines will replace mothers as the verslty, contact: Goraldine Schmn, Westorn i i
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with needs that only thelr mothers can
gratlly,

Sinee 1963, when Belty Friedan pub-
lished “The Femlnine Mystique,” fem-
Inlsts have documented such negative
bellefs about the famlly in some detall.
They have helped to expose the physl
cal abuse and they have traced psycho-
logleal patterns which show that many
women find motherhood constricting
rather than fulfllling, and that ehlldren
need not be deprived if people other
gnn thelr natural mothers care for

em.

which different generatlons live togeth-
er.

A few also assert that the bond be-
tween mother and child Is a unique

.
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mingling of nature and nurture, of phy-
slology, psychology and culture, Oth-
ers, far greater in number, argue that
fathers as well as mothers, communal
groups as well as the famlly, can love
and parent children.

BUT FEMINISTS HAVE rcached a
Tough consensus on other questions,
They reason Lhat women ought to clalm

l.hel; share of huxgnnldlmdom. They | Gustom Spreads
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