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Trip to
alerts Johnson

By dim Hughses
staffwriter  ~

As Mike Johnson recalled the days he
spent last summer In Russla, his eyes
were as wlde as a S-year-old's on
Christmas morning, The former Troy
High wrestler, now a member of the
Unlted States Natlonal Team, found hls
two-wecek stay in the Soviet Unlon to be
an cye-opening éxperience.

Johnson, a December graduate of ™ "

Central Michigan University, has his

“ aights set on the 1984 Olymplc Games,

As part of his tratning, be jolned the
U.S team last July to compete in the
Moscaw International Wrestling Tour-
nament.

"I had this friend, Alexander Kato-
viche,* Johnson sald, stopping to spell
the name of the 163-pound Russlan
grappler. “He told me If you're ranked
In the top slx in amateur athletics (in
Russla} In any sport, you receive 250
rubles per month (which averages to
?beu)\ 3340 per month in American dol-
ars.)*

Although It's no great secret that
athletes In communlst countrles are
subsidized by thelr gavernments, John.
son was under the impression that the
aid wes more substantal,

“IF AN ATHLETE Is a world champ,
then he would get an extra 160 rubles
{about $218) per month for one year
{from the day he won the world cham.
pionship,” Johnson sald his Russian
Iriend and counterpart teld him,
“There's a blg misconception about
that, though, I always thought they got
cars and recelved a lot more compen-
satlon that,”

Although Johnsen's conception of So-
viet athletes was destroyed by his
friend’s information, the fact of the
state subsidics Is one that handleaps
atkletes from the United States.

“That's why we're at such a disad-
vantage,” Juhnson said. “They {USSR
athletes) are subsdized by thelr govern-
ment, and that takes care of thelr own
Ilving and tralning expenses,

“I'd prefer that,” he added with a
grin. “Athictics Is a way of life for
them, It enables athletes in the commu-
nist block countries to train at a later
age, Amerieans have to become settled
and earn a living, and we're unahle
{inancially to make saerifices and con-
tinue in the sport.

“Since they're getting money for
being an athlete, they can concentrate
solely on trajning.”

JOHNSON, A 1978 graduate of Troy
High, was a staie champlon his senior
year at 155 pounds, He shares the Colts'

Russia

Mike Johnson
journeys to Rusala

season pln record of 30 wlth senlor
Steve Brown, who Is currently rewrit-
Ing the wrestling record book at Troy.

In Russta, Johinson did not encounter
the same amount of success he had in
previous ventures to other parts of the
world, Wrestling In the Padudne Tour-
nament in Novo Sibirsk were world,
Olympic and European champlons.

*1 got my butt kicked,” Johnson satd,
21 a sheeplsh grin ¢ his face.

“It certalnly had a high level of compe-
titlon. It was a learning experience for
me.”

Johnson, who wrestles at 163 pounds,
i3 one of the top three wrestlers In hls
welght class, He is ranked behind No. 1
John Matthews — a frlend of his who
graduated from CMU In 1974 — and
No. 2 Dave Butler. Butler, a member of
the US. Navy from south Callfornla,
delfeated Johnson by a 2-2 erlteria decl-
alon in the AAU Natlonals last May.

This year, ho plans to take part in the
Pan American Games in July, and In
Avgust the World Games in Moscow.

As he looks to the future and works
toward his goals, Johnson safd he Is in-
splred by former eoach Don HIll, Hill,
who used to coach wrestling at Troy
High, currently Is the school's athletle
director and presldent of the Michlgan
Wrestling Club.

“He has given me a lot of support in
attailning my goal of making the 1984
Olymple team,” Johnson sald. “He's
done s0 much for me. When you have
someane that much behind you, it gives
you the drive to keep working hard.”

bltters, he helped

 Still swinging

Gates Brown recalls the glory days

8y Eric Wexler,
speclal writer

Two out in the bottom of the ninth -

1

and the Tigers trafl by a run. Up to .
the plate steps Gates Brown with *

ruaners on sccond and this
swings and hits a sharp drive to the
gap in right center. Both runners
score as the Tigers cootinue thelr
winning ways,

For the Detroit Tigers and Gates
Brown, that was a famiilar scene [n
that thrilling summer of 1988. Those
were daya that Brown fordly remem-
bey

T3,
As onc of bascball's premler plnch
Detroit win the
American League champlonship and
the World Serles wlth a come-from.
behind cffort agalnst the St. Louls
Cardinals.

rd. Gates -

‘We didn’t know how to quit. Life is the
same way. If you keep a positive
attitude, there won’t be any reason you
can’t attain your goals.

—Gates Brd wn
Tiger coach

“My greatest thrill was the World
Serjes,” sald Brown, who spoke to a
group of youngsters recently at the
‘Temple Emanu-El In Oak Park,

“Wo dldn't know how lo quit,” sald
Brown, offering reason for the Tigers'
auccess that year, “Lifc is the same
way. If you keep a positive attitude,
there won't be any reason you can't
attain your goals.”

The 4%-year-old Brown, now (he
Tigers' batting coach, was once de-
scribed by TV annoyncer Joe Gara-
glola as “a men who happened to be a
ballplayer*, because he was forced Lo
overcome adversity carly [n his life,

In 1963, Brown was brought up .

from the Tiger farm system and was
an instant success. On June 19, o his

first major league at bat, he hit a-
pinch-hit home run, -
“It was.the elghth innlng in (Bos-
lon's) Fenway Park. On the second,
pltch the ball was gone. I was so ex..
clied that T rounded the bases in
(about) tive seconds,” Brown sald.
From 1863 o 1975, Brown amassed

. 108 plnch hits to become the fifth all-

time pinch-hitter in baseball history,

Brown sald his 13 years a$ a major -
teague ball player was more of a
mental than phyaleal struggle. He of.
ten had to learn how to perform “un-
der the gun® becatse ho never played
on a regular basls, :

Brown, who. Is beglonlng his 23rd
year In the Tiger organizatlon, says
his greatest thrill In coaching ks to
“get a young kid like (Tiger second-
baseman) Lou Whitaker and watch
him improve hls skills.”
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BEAT THE CAN HASSLE « SAVE MONEY » SAVE TIME
CRYSTAL CLEAR K-1

KEROSENE

IN 55 GALLON DRUMS

Delivery Available in Wayne, Oakland & Macomb County

MICRH-I-PERNN OIL COMPANY
Yy call (313) 894~4000 " Prum Pumps

per
gallon

Avnllable
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Qulet Line
Alr Condltioner

WHY WAIT TIL SPRING? |
WINTER SALE B

...When you can pian NOW for
summer comfort with our experts
who will find the most energy ~

efficient cooling system for

Modol
24.567C )
Two Years Frce Service
With all installstions

Serving tho Matropolitan Ares Since
1949 .

AIMIE

FIURINACE}

© 574-1070

527-1700

14847 GRATIOT
Near 8 Mile DETROIT 3
SN TR R

28707 VAN DYKE .
Soulh of 12 Mile WARREN

PAINT SUPPLIES
30% OFF

~ ALL PAINT BRUSHES
- ALL SANDPAPER

PAINT THINNER
$3.49 Gal.

3/4"

50%

WEATHESRIPPING
20% OFF

ALL DOOR

OFF

ALL of our best

quakity paints

$29.85 Panels Only
2'x4' TEXTURED

; $2.29 EACH

10'x12' Room $34.35

INTERIOR FLAT

6
HOUS

FT.
EHOLD
STEP LADDER

_NOW ONLY

Reg. $23.35

ANTIQUE PEGGED
8IRCH $ 6 29

$849

REG. $9.49

LAKELAND
NORTHSHORE
BROOKSIDE

FIREPLACE

INSIGHT
Onesimple -
operation can
moke your
conventional
masonry fireplace
o practical source
of heat.

SAVE 50%

NOW
ONLY

4x8-3/8"

4x8-1/2"

$2.79 .

PRIMER
2 Gal,

$11.59

$2.35

ROCK:

25 LB. BAG

50 LB. BAG

WATER
HEATER
JACKETS
- Easy I
installation
- Qualifies for

an energy
tax credit

CASHWAY
LUMIBER

BRIGHTON ..

Our low prices’
help you make it.

- 525 Main St. ..
5311 E. Nevada
14375 Torsoy RA. ..
3255 Forl St.

+.. 22741831

MOR, thry THURS.
Bam.loSpm.
FRIDAY
Bam, 108pm.
SATURDAY
,dam.ledpm,
' SUNDAY
Wam.todpm, |

* PRICES GOOD |
THRU JAN. 518"




