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Players endures, through good, bad years

By Loulse Okrutuky
staff writer 5

- Icum T JUST a bandt beart,”

¢ald Jo Ann Britton, trhg to ex-

plaln the lure of thqamateur
stage. Il

This La the §0th consecutiviyear the
Vlllage Players of 8lrminghs has ap-
pealed to theham in teacherdike Brit.
ton as well {5 engineers, dojors, art-
Ists and housewives.
The Playérs ks enduredfrom ita

with an aullence

around him. Mlehlman was the archi-
tect of The Community House in Bir-
mingham, alts of the players' flrst
three seasons.

ACROSS THE room, players are ple--
tured belng made up for a perform-
ance, Edith Blshop admires her rouge
while Dwelley's {ather, George,
dressed in Father Time's long white
beard and robe, stares out at the audi-
ence,

East of the entrance, a committeo
lllarever veviews a script. Marge Galfill,

beglnnings és a private thealceal club
limited t b

and guests| to ks current s|
private clib presenting pul
talnment.

lus as a
e entor-
en during the Opreaslon,
members fontlwued to suppq the club
by payingdues.

“Peoplf gave up many
didn’t gite up the players,
Dwelley/ He and his wlf
(Dee), hive been members f

gs. They

d Dlke
Dorothy
about 40

how we
p's track

In gway, Dwelley’s fami} personi-
fies t group's longevity. Fa parents
;rl:m ounding members. F¢ a while,

lley’s t0o young o hale partici-

fi he group,
whid was insplred by the sugestion of
student,
Joh{ W, Gatill, But in s efrly toens,
¢ rafters
g budlt fn

’s old enough to rem¢mber the
nafes of members wheare jlctured in
‘mural Fred Farra; pairted in the
house to decorate I for Yalentinea
1938, Players’ logdd has it that he
pleted the task in onc night,
ed with zeveral bttles of booze,”
atording to Dwelley, |+

The original were

Pplayhousc as It wis bef

tee-in-law of the founder, aits on the
table, knces curled under her chin and
the remains of a eigarette dangling
from ber lips.

Such teamwork was responsible for
construction of the playhouss and the
Inltial £ g3, Members paid for
{he building through donations,

Player Howard Slmpson pravided
the material for the playhouse at cost.
Construction was provided by Bob Til.
lotson without' profit to his building
firm. The , curtnin mechanlsms
and fireplace are donated. Gifts are
still the chief source of props and cos-
tumes.

Such teamwork kecps the company
egalltarian, Last night's star Is this nf-
ternoon's prop manager,

MEMBERS ARE generous with thelr
professfonal expertise,

For a recent production of “All My
Sons,” Dick Wagner, an englnéer, used
strips of black tape to simulate after-
noon shadowa on a clapboard house.

“People In the audlence were saying,
‘How'd they get that house on the
stage?’” Britton aaid,

Louis IV furnlshings are faked by in-
terlor decorators using old chalrs,
cmmlnl.bkd masking tape and spray

“You've got to have some dedica-
tion,” Britton sald.

pinted several years ler,

On the cast side ofthe playhouse,
Rrrar's friend, architét Harry Miehl-
3an, is pletured usinghn overturned
cate for a desk as hedesigos a set,

are required to attend re-
hearsals, conducted three Uimes a week
and occasionally endlng after midnlght.
‘The other four alghts of the week might
be spent In learning lines.) -
SINCE BRITTON can't always find
that amount of time to dedicate to an-

stage work, she directs her encrgles to

behind-the-scenes activities, .
On the other hand, Dwelley's using

his u:;eurvmcnt to “Indulge this vice” of .
cting. -

acting.

“I've boen hooked on the thenter
since junlor high school. I've bren act-
ing cver since. I acted all through col.
lege. A year after college, I joined the
pllllgers. I've been at it ever since,” he
sald. .

“It’s a great release from everyday
Ppressures, I can become new charac-
tera and enter new sltuatlons. It's &
never-never land come to 1fe,” he sald.

For the next 10 weeks, Dwelley will

a’ espearcan actor in “The Fan-
tasticks” at the Botaford Inn in Farm-
ington Hills and a dirty old man In the
WiN-0-Way Repertory Theatre presen-
tation of “A Funny Thing Happened on
the Way to tha Forum" in Bloomficld
Townshlp.

AFTER THAT run, he plans to try
out for the players’ production of *The
Crucible” later this year.

Although he swears most of the play-
ers’ performances go smoothly, he en-
Joys telling about members’ triumphs
under duress.

His role as Walter Burns, Hildy John-
son's edltor in “Front Page," required
him to be handcuffed to the reporter,
The script calls for his release [n time
to glve Johnson his watch as a wedding
present.

But the keys for the handeuffs were
lost and the two actors contlnued the
performance locked to cach other,

“1 thought I was going on the honey-
moon with him,” Dwetley remembers.

The dilemma almost rulned the end-
ing of the show [n which the cditor
sends the police after hls star reporter,
clalming, “The son-of-a-bitch stole my
watch.” .

- AT THE LAST minute, the keya were
found, and the play’a endlng was lelt
true Lo the authors’ intent.

“I thought we would have to go to the

Peg Teltord and Dr, Jack Hassberger appear in a
scene from the Birmingham \H[Iago Piayars pro-

duction of “Sce My Lawynr.'l' in 1841, Hassberger,

police station’to have them sawed off,”
Dwelly sald.
One lll-fated productlon of "Dial ‘M’
for Murder” sl.'f.rlcd off with the well-
Ined-and-dl

In a later scene, the woman's lover
was to smash a window and crawl Into
the apartment after her husband left,
Poor timing had the Jover making his
seconds after the husband

laughing
during the scene In which a woman
Kills an assailant in her bome wlth a
palr of selssors.

As the victim died, the audience
howled with laughter,

left the stage,

As If that wasn't enough, the stage-
hands dldn't turn out the lights for a
scene which ahould have taken place in
{he darkened apartment at night. Dwel-

(8,F,Ro-TCXORC

a Birmingham pedlatrician who is now retired, will
be 83 yoars old in February,

ley, playing the police inspector, burst
through the door of the apartment with
his flashlight on, only to dlscaver that
night hadn’t fallen.

IN THE FINAL scene, a murderer Is
caught by possessing ‘a key lo the
apartment. He's exposed when he goes

Plsase turn to Next Page -
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Introducing .

A classic dinner suggestion with ¢ touch
of elegunce, Steak and Ale siyle.

"Botth, & Basked

Restauant & Delicatessen

— COUPON
SUN)AY SPECIALS " All You Can Eat BUY ANY LUNCH ENTREE or'
« CHICKEN C¢ADON BLEU» LONDON BROIL 2 ADULT SUNDAY DINNER & RECEIVE 2nd MEAL
+BAKEDFISH . BRUNCHES FOR
Includh Potaloes, Salag, Roll & Buttar THE PRICE OF ONE
. $3.99- b L
AR ) M 11 a.m.3 p.m. » wilh coupon.
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: Tender slices of charbroiled sirloin
enhanced with our delicate bearnaise
Garden ‘ ’ sauee, It will be one of your favorites.
And ivs right here,
: LADIES’ NIGHT at your place.
N . ’ Steak and Ale, L)
Séving the finest In ursdays. starting at 5 p.m.
Chineg & American Culsine Drinks, $1 in the bar STEAK .
Lunchaons Dlnnérs . carr}"ioul Orders Entertainment . %
Chingown Style Welcoma ' . - 32750 Concord Drive, Madison Heights 5884450
pon 7 days a weok s A 1 e vson Heis
Mon.-Thurs. 13.m.-10 p.m.; Frl11p1 am.~11 p.m. LKI n gﬁ l EQ i] nn 27500 Drchan‘lf L‘akc ;:y:d. Farmi:gmns}iills 76840
Sat 1211 p.m.; Sun, 12-10 p.m. {At 12 mile and 696 Expressway)
. n: 24666 Nanh\\imer&\‘ l?;;)&\::ﬂ, SyR:nt:ll;iuld 3537448
. - . of le
« 469 S. Wadward, Birmingham g 40347 Ao Aor Reo, Pymouth 4533080
o \i: LA ¥
S '44 "29 1 3 WODDWARD AT LONG LAKE » BLOGMFIELD HILLS + 514-1400 © 100 S4A Restaman Corp
M * T "*"'"‘”_"I _______ v ) -




