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John Ardito of Farmington Hills was
able to support his family unti October
when he was {njured on the Job at a
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ing on unemployment benefils, sald
Capt. Russ Conway of the Farmington
Hills Pollce Department.

Among Farmington's 11,022 resl-

medlcal assistance and 80 for general
assistance, Conway said, Local food

rograms are underway at many area
churches, the Avto Club's Farmington
dlvision, and at Farmingten Hills Clty

dents, 825 are unemployed, meaning
3,300 are belng d by

g company In
Warren,

As sometimes happened at the heat.
treating facllily, a chain hoist broke,
and Ardlio lifted and moved a heavy
basket of auto parts himself,

He ruptured a dise tn bis back and
has been unable to work since. With a
weekly disabllity check of $142.47, It's
tmpossible to make ends meet and stlll
feed his wife and flve chitdren,

“You get behind on your bills when
you're paying over $100 a week fust on
grocerles,” he sald,

“*At some stores, you can get chicken
and hamburger on sale, and we buy a

beneflts.

Close to 500 Farmington-arca faml-
Ues are recelving food stamps, while
339 familles qualify for ADC, 333 for
supplemental security income, 385 for

Hall. Non-p canned and boxed
goods are belng aceepted from donors.

Nearly 50 bags of food were dlstrib.
uted last week by Farmington Hllls of-
fletats, whe will notify persons on thelr

Farmington, Michigan

walting lst when additional food sup-
plics are recelved.

Those intercsted In the program may
call Director of Special Services Doug-
ias Gaynor at 474-6115, Ext. 277,

THE BAKER FAMILY of Farming-
ton HIIIs also finds Itself In tough eco-
nomic straits. Since Wilson Baker, 37,
was lald off three years ago from his
truck-driving job for a local. asphalt
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company, he'a been unable to find more
(han a temporary fob,

“He's looked at anything. He's
worked at gas stations, at a shop lifting
boxes — his last fob was in Wixom
driving a truck delivering things. We
thought we were golng to make it, hut
alter one week on the job they sald,
‘sorry, we don't have enough work for
you,” " said Wanda Baker, mother of

Business faith declines in Reagan

By Cralg Plechura
staff writor

A national Gallup Survey published
in with (he Wall Street

lot of But the food Y
1s getilng out of hand.”

The Ardltos recelved a flve-pound
box of cheese from St Alexander's
Catholic Church, betore Johu's hespltal
stay in November, which helped,

“When there was nothlng else, at
least you could make a checse sand-
wlch. But when you have five chlldren,
that goes fast,” sald Ardlto, whose old-
est chlld ks 22 years old and has Down's
Syndrome. The other Ardito chlidren
are 20,17, 15 and 12,

There are now 2,425-uncmployed
persons  among  Farmington  Hills'
58,058 resldents. Multiplled by an aver-
age of four {amily members, (he figure
translates to 8,700 persons who are liv-

Journal shows Amerlean exccutives®
confldence {n President Ronald
Reagan's economie policy Is ptummet-
ing. Locally, the chicf exceutlve gets
mixed reviews from the business com-

.munlty,

Survey results released last week
show 27 percent of the nation's exccu-

‘He’s got to balance the budget.
Whatever it takes. If it means cutting
8100 billion out of the defense budget,
I’d do it. It it means raising taxes, I'd do

it’

—James Wibby

sion, wilt worsen In 1983,

JAMES WIBBY, presldent of Metro-
polltan Bank of Farmington, said the
president has betrayed conservatives
by spending more than hls predeces-
sors even If 1t Is for defense instead of
soclal programa.

“I've felt for a long time they were
somewhat out of control in Washington,
1y in falling to bring spending

bank president

Uves at the 200 lergest on
the Fortune 500 list have “a great deal
of confldence” in Reagan to do or rec-
ommend the right steps to Improve the
cconomy. .

Aprll of *82 the confldenee level dipped
to 44 percent and now stands at 27 per-
t

cen
On another questton, heads of large
lly predict 1883 will

In an identical survey,  conds in
December of 1881, 58 percent of the
nations top executives polled ex-
pressed a great deal of confidence In
the presldent's economic program. By

be a better year than 1982 but not near-
Jy as many are as optimistic about an
upturn as they were last year.

Last year 56 percent of 310 respon-

»
Surprise
P :

visitor
This was the ruah-hour scene
in front of Romano's Plzzeria
last week as the Cadillac
{above) ran into the building
along Grand River after collid.
ipg with the Charger (right).
he rush-hour accident at the §
Nine Mile intarsection foft traf-
fic piled up for a quarter mile
each way. )

By Cralg Pischura
staff writer

Visitor rams Romano’s

was transpo
treatment but Glober told police she

Customers picking up plzzas at

- Romano's Pizzeria in Farmington nar-

rowly escaped Injury Thursday evening

when a car slammed into the bullding
Just inches from the door, = -

Driver of the car, Linda Glober, 42,
of Nashville, Tenn., lost contro) of her
vehlclo after colliding with angther car

- at tho lnterscction of Grand Rlver and
Nine Mile at 5:05 p.m, Police ticketed
Glober for failing to stop at a red light,
causing a hazardous condition leadin
to the accident. ooy

| © The driver of the second car,was
{dentified by police a3 Annette Jaco-
bonl, 32, of Livonia, Neither Wﬂenn

some pain,

. Witness Gary Wales of Northville
sald he was two cars behind Jacoboni
on soutbbound Nine Mile, where the
road turns iato Orchard Lake Road,
and saw the Cadillac go through a light
on Grand River “a couple seconds after
It turned red.

“The woman [n the Charger started
;15 on the green and got nalled,” Wales

d.

Alter scraplog. alongside the right
front of tha Charger, Wales sald, tha
Cadillac spun the smaller car com-
pletely around, Glober’s car continued
west for a short distance, straddling
the curP, before jumping it. Tho car

red to the hospltal for-

struck the brick that separales the
front door of the pizzeria from (he
Iront door of a decorating shop next
door named Inleriors by Frederick.
Glober’s vision was obscured by a bro-
ken windshield and a crumpled hood on
her car,

DELIVERY MAN at the plxzeria,
Brian Goodman, sald he was just about
1o walk out Lhe front door with an order
when Glober hit the bullding.

“It kind of looked liko she'd come
through the front door,” he sald, “but
she bounced back.”

‘Tho accldent occurred during the
dinner hour Just before nightfall and
minates hefore the snow staried fall-
ing. :
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dents randomly selected from the For.
tune magazine list of the natlon's 1,300
largest companles predicted an im-
proved economy for 1682,

This year 46 percent of the execu-
tives think this year will be better than
last. Another 20 percent predict a mod-
erate [mprovement and 5 percent
predict that the recession, or depres-

back in line,” Wibby satd. “But I think
Reagan could've taken an even more
conservatlve approach. He cutl taxes
more than he should have and shifted
spending to other arcas.” .

While the rate of inflatlon has stowed
considerably, Wibby said, the price the
natlon Is paying -can be scen in the
record number of and in

nd jobless statistics are tales of struggles

four chlldren who range In age from 2
to9,

‘What hurts her most Is that “people
look down on you.” What scares Baker
Is the futare, y

“I'm worried about flve to 10 years
from now. You know everything's get-
ting cut, and I'm afrald we're golng to
get kicked off welfare,” sald Baker,

« who works as a waktress for minlmum

wage at a local senlor-cltizen's home.

The Baker children are getting ofd
enough to know where the family's
money comes from, and It's “spooky to .
sec them playlng,” she said,

"They pretend their checks are com.
Ing In the mail, and that they're buying
groceries with food stampa, It's not a
good environment for them to be grow-
ing up thinking everytling s glven to

*you," sald Baker, who stretches grocer-

lea as far as possible and serves “lots of
soup and sandwiches."

Churck food programs have been
helptul to both the Ardltos and Wilsons,

“We got a bag of canned goods yes-
terday from St. Geralds Catholic
Church,” Ardito sald, -

“They're giving out canned goods
and $15 food orders to familics but
canned goods don’t fill up a person.
They can't glve youn meat, and $15 a
month doesa't go very far with a large
family,” said Ardito who Is unable to
collect workmen's or unemployment
compensatlon.

At the end of the month, the Wilsons
"rc.-n‘] y have to scrape. We were calllng

Pleasa turn to Pago 4

‘s every month," sald
Baker,

Holiday accident rate
lowest in many years

By M.B, Dillon Ward
stalf writer .

Drivers shattered some well-estab-
lished records this past New Year's
Eve weekend, as (rafflc fatalltles
plummeted from the average of 17
statewlde to only 5, according to Bruce
Madsen, managlng director of the Traf-
flc Improvement Assoclation,

For the flrst time Farmington Lt.
Frank Lauholf can remember, there
were zero roadway accldents [n Farm-
ington during the New Year's hollday
wecekend.

. In Farmlngton Hllls, four accidents
were reported, and only ene of them
was alcohol related, gald Farmington

Hllls Lt. Ernest Miller.

Madsen's count excludes accidents
that occurred between noon and mid-
nlght January 2, but says that “unless

unusual b it was

offictals.

“There was more pre-holiday media
atiention than ever glven to the matter
of drinking and driving, and Insome
cre was an Increased on-

one ‘of the lowest New Year's Eve
weekends [n terms of fatallties in quite
anumber of years,”

Michigan's traffic death tol! has been
as high as 21 and as low as seven dur-
Ing the holiday weekend In recent
years,

Dry weather, the poor economy
(which saw more thap the usual num-
ber of people staying home) and publlc.
ity about the recently-passed stricter
drunk driving laws were factors con-
tributing to the Jow accldent rate, sald

Drunk law success
depends on courts,
say police officials

Michigan's new stricter drunk driv-
ing laws are due to take effect in three
months, Local law enforcement aoffi-
clals have adopted a “wait and sec” at-

up to flve years,

® Operating while Impalred, which
now draws no suspenslon, will carry li-
cense suspenslons for {lrst and second

titude about thelr In com-
bating the problem that cach day kills
more than 70 Americans.

Farmington Hllls Lt, Ernest Mitler
and Farmington Lt. Frank Laho!f sald
a lot wilt depend on whether the court
system follows through.

“I'll be Interesied to sce after the
first year how the courts handle it. It
they handle it the way they're supposed

and persons are convicted as
charged, then we may see a reduction
(in the incldence of drunk driving) In

« five years,” said Miller.

“But ! first offenders are allowed to
plea bargain down to chargee that
aren’t even aleohol related, I doubt we
will”

Among the laws' key provisions are:
- @ Prellminary breath tests to be ad-
minlstered on alte by pollce offfcers.

@ A blood-aleohol concentration of
10 or more will constitute “a new
crime per se.”* The prosecution wil no
longer have to prove that the offender
was drunk or Incapable of driving. A
level of .10 or higher wiil be proof in

tself.

® An iocreased penalty for refusal
to take the breath test from the present
90-day license suspension to a 180-day
suspenslon plus six pointa,
® A new $25 {ee will be charged for
relnstatement of a suspended license
{the service s now {rec).
@ For sccond offenders, lcenses
\wlll be revoked for at least a year.
Now, licenses may be suspended for vp
o two years and restricted licenses are
allowed. Third offenders under the
revised laws may be convicted of a fel-
ony and have their licenso revoked for

K

For third of llcenses
will be revoked for at least one year.

THE CERTAINTY of arrest for
drunk drivers serves as a much greater
deterrent than do severe penaliles, ac-
cording to a Unlversity of New York
study, sald Bruce Madsen, managing
director of the Trafflc Improvement
Assoctatlon,

Miller agrees.

“Statutes are always brought In with
understanding that they're good, and
with the hope that they'll work. The un-

Pioaso tuen to Page 4

forcement effort,” Madscn sald.

“But a lot of departments had not
much more than the usual road patrol
for weekend activity.”

Interestingly, Oakland County’s Al-
cohol enforcement team saw very few
drunk drivers on the road tht weekend,
he added. Only four drunk driving ar.
rests were made wlthin Oakland Coun-

ty.

“Normally they'd make that many
on one New Year's Eve night. I think
this reflects citizen awareness of just
how big this problem is In terms of
human and economic loss, and concern
about it,” Madsen added,

Another unusual observatlon was
made by Oakland County Sheriffs, he
sald. “They said they noticed in cars
they stopped with both male and
female occupants that on quite a few
occaslons, the more sober of the two
was driving. That's a little unusual.

“It may be that people have heard

given by our or
and other authorities that If Indced
over the holldays you suspect there's a
chanee your imbiblng may bring you
above the limit, you should make plans
for someonc clse to ‘drive, or take a
" sald Madsen.

“In many nstances there apparently
was agreement that one person would
remaln sober, It seems to work,”

Tratfic Improvement Associaticn ur-
ficlals have been somewhat dismayed
at the Jack of attentlon pald to the grls.
ly drunk driving statlstics "we've been
grinding out year after year."

“Four times-as many people are
killed [n Oakland County by drunk driv-
ers as are killed In other crimes. Let
one child get killed, and cveryone's up
In arms. Yet those killed by drunk driv-
ers are Just as dead,” added Madsen.
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“THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC
CAME THROUGH AGAN"
“The response was overwhelm-
ing!" I, Tasco was pleased with
the results of the Observer & Ee-
centric "' Transporatation” ad she
placed. .
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