Dennie Buot {above) helps a member of
1he group with a costume change. Other
members of the group (at left) perform
the Moselm Suite or “Singkil”, the dance
of royalty.

Island legend, history portrayed

By Carol Anshld Axlzian 4
stalf wilter

FOR MEMBERS of the Phillppine Dance

Group of Detrolt, every dance they perform
tells a story,

“We try to portray the evolution of Phillp-
pine culture through dance, song and costumes,” cx-
plained Deunle S. Buot of Southfleld. She has been
the group's chorcographer for the past six years.

“In our own way, we preserve the culture and herd-
tage of our native country and foster better relatlons
In our second home,” she added. 5

Members of the group, all natlves of the Phillp-
pines, performed New Year's Day in the Rotunda
area of the state capitol, The show followed Gav.
James J. Blanchard’s Inavgural ceremony.

The 20-member troupe presented three numbers
— the Moslem Suite, Bamboo dance and a Spanlsh
dance — representative of the major influcnces on
and hlstorle periods In Philippine culture.

The Moslem Sulte or Singkil, origlnating from
Lanao del Sur, Mindanao, i3 a dance of royalty. It
represents the strong Islamic influence on the cul-
ture of the Philippine’s southern Islands,

“Arab misslonarles came by way of Indla to the
Phillpplnes {ln the 14th century),” Buot sald, “Since
then, the area has remalned Moslem.”

Buot, who gives her atudents hlstory leasons during
dance pehearsals, trles (o capture this part of Phllip-
pine lite through the classle dance Slngkil.

ACCORDING TO LEGEND, Singkil originated on
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Princess Gandingan'’s wedding day, As the princess
was walking through the woods, the divatas (a nymph
or falry) caused an carthguake to occur,

“The splrits (divatas) were testing the princess,”
Buot sald. “If she could maneuver her way through
the eracka in the carth, then she and the prince would
be meant for each other.” .

Thls [s symbollcally represented in the dance as
dancers wearing brightly colored Muslim costumes
weave their way through crisscrossed bamboo poles
on the dance floor. Their partaers etap the poles to-
gether to the beat of a Middle Eastern melody.

The Bamboo Dance or Tinlkling Ly the most fa-
mous dance from the Phillpplnes, Buot sald. The
llvely dance symbollzes farmers chaslog away a
crane-llke bird which eats rice crops.

Dancers jump In and out of crisscrossed bamboo
poles, sinllar to the ones farmers use to scare the
bird away,

Another dence, La Jota Moneadenis, reveals the
Spanish Influence on Phillppine culture. That influ.

cal education and folk dance teacher.

“I COULDN'T PURSUE It (n carcer as a profes-
slonal dancer) because my father was very strict and
didn't want me to travel,” she said.

In 1973, Buot moved to the United States with her
husband and started a small dance troupe with Flli-
pino nurses and doctors at Mount Carmel Hospltal.
Her sister-in-Jaw was a doctor there.

“We performed at the hospital’s Christmas festival
and for partles. But the group was disbanded because
many of the nurses and doctors were transferred to
other hospltals,®

Two years later, Buot’s daughter, then a student at
Mercy College, organlzed a dance troupe with ather
students from Mercy, University of Detroft and
Wayne State.

Buot choreographed dances and made costumes
for that troupe. As those students gradually left the
group, others joined. Younger brothers and slsters of
the college students got in on the aet, and the

cnce dates from 1521 when
landed on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish colon-
Ization in 1565, Spain's rule lasted 333 years, ending
with the Spanlsh-American war., -

Buot, who was born and raised on Cebu, said the
group’s “models” are members of the noted Phillp.
plne Dance Company. The company, which is subsi- -
dlzed by the government of the lsland natlon, has

performed all over the world,

While a student in the Philippines, Buot tried out
for the company. But she quickly abandoned ber--
dreams of beceming a dancer for a carcer as a physi-

CONGRATULATIONS TO Millic Ben- -
nett, Longacre Elementary School priacipal, who
recently was elected as vice president of the Michl-
gan Elementary and Middle School Princlpals As-
soclation. We recelved numerous calls from Millle's
friends and admirers reminding us of her honor.
She has served on the state board of directors of the
associatlon for four years and also is a past presl-
dent of the Oakland County Princlpal’s Assoctation.
In 1979, she recclved the regional QOutstanding
Princlpal Award, Hats off, Millle.

SPEAKING OF REWARDS for a job
well done. Farmington's Mike Hayes, a salesman
for Bob Evans Farms Inc. recently won an all-ex-
pense paid trlp to London for two as the top fInlsher
In his division in the company's annual fall sales
contest. A salesman in the Flint/Bay City arca, he
posted the largest sales volume in his division for
Bob Evans Farms Sausage products during the 13-
week contest. Sure must've been a lot of sansape.

SOCCER ALERT. You've got untit Jan. '
to sign up for the Farmington Soccer Club. Those
Intercsied reglster through the Farmington Hills
Parks and Recreatlon offlce on Eleven Mllc and
Orchard Lake Road, Current players will receive
thelr registration cards through the mall,

‘TY CELEBRITIES will abound over at the
QOrchard Rldge campus of Oakland Communlty Col.
lege through April. Tickets to see the series of
speakers are $1 for students and $3 for the gencral .
publle. The lectures wlll begin at 8 p.m. In the Fine
Arts Bullding. Among those to speak will be: Rob

. Kress, weatherman on Feb. 10; Erik Smith, report-
cr on March 10; Rich Flsher, anchorman on March
24 and Jim Herringlon, reporter and analyat on
April 13. The serles will kick off with an appear-
ance by Tom Loclcero, an Emmy Award winnlng
producer, writer and dircctor. He will speak on
Jan. 17,

A THEATER PARTY s scheduled by the

. Solo Flight Singles for Jan, 15 to sec South Paciflc,
*starring Mitzl Gaynor and Rossano Braz. A live
thealer organ overture and intermission concert Is

Included in the program. Solo Flights Singles will

"meet In the Redford Theater Lobby, Lahser and
Grand Rlver at 7 p.m. Tickets at the door are $2.

On Jan. 18 the singles group will meet at 8 p.m. in

Temple Beth El, 7400 Telegraph at 14 Mile, to see

hypnologlst Jack Welner, He will ald audlences in

-remembering such occasions as your first date,
graduatlons and will taik about how to stop smok-

Ing and control your welght. Singles over 35 years

f

are Invited, Cost ts $3 for members and $5 for
guests,

TODD KAMSTRA knows hls soccer. The
Farmington resldent recently was named the most
valuable player on the Hope College team. He
shared the henor with collcague Al Crothers from
Wheaton, Ill. Congratulations Todd, keep up the
good work.

THESPIAN ALERT. The Actors Alllance
Theatre Company is holding auditlons for Marat/
Sade by Peter Weiss, which Is scheduled to open on
March 4. Men and women from 12 to'92 are needed
for thig large cast show. The auditions will be Jan.
15 at 2:30 p.m. and Ja 16 at 1 p.m. Actors wlll be
asked to read from the seript and submit a pleture
and resume, To arrange an appolntment for an au-
dlilon call Helen Lanese or Jeff Nahan at 642-1326,
from 2.5 p.m.

SOME REALLY INTERESTING cours-
cs are belng offered for those extra-talented stu-
dents, from kindergarten through 12th grade over
at the Orchard Rldge campus of Oakland Commu-
nity College. Persons interested should call the
campus at 471-758% or 471-7567. The classes will
begin at the cnd of January. Among the offerings
are cartooning, computer programming, mime and
¢tlownlng, building your own radlo, extending your
mathematleal world, exploring the world of TV and
radlo advertising, space adventure, speed reading
and Intermedlate theater. Courses are designed to
enrich the school experiences of students who wish
ta pursue thelr intellectual and creatlve taleats.

IF.YOU'RE UNABLE TO MAKE It to
0OCC, you can always head on over to the Glbson
School for the Gifted which also Is offering classes
for persons 4 through 13 years olil. Theee classes
wlll start on Feb. 26. Among the classes they offer
arc Dungeons and Dragons, astronomy, puppetry,
cooklng, exploring the sclences, math, art and com-
puters. Information may be obtained by calllng
Pamela Baker at 349-8389,

APPLICATIONS ARE BEING accepted
for Michigan's Outstanding Young American state -
for 1883, Comp will be at the
Plymouth Hilton Inn on June 10, 11 and 12. Appli-
cations can be garnared by writing to Outstanding
Young American Inc. P.O. Box 9333, Pensacola,
Florida 32503. A sclf-addressed stamped envelope
should be included with the written request. The
winner of the state competition will be awarded a
$1,000 cash award and a college schotarship,

troupe's d from 10 to 20,

-Melisa Almeda, a veteran member of the troupe,
said she jolned because it's Important to promote
our culture.”

“I recently became a eltizen of the United States. I
reallzed that there's a lot of different ethnic people
here, and it's important for each of them to identlfy
where they came from, preserve thelr customs and
incorporate them with American ilfe.”

‘The group will perform next month at the Univer-
ity of Michigan and Unlversity of Windsor for a Chi-
nese New Year's celebratlon,
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‘MINDY SAUNDERS/alaH photographor

Tho § or “T| dance is i
away birds that cat the crops. P

of tarmers chaal

Bridal Lace by Laura Ashley
tor Burlingion, what a beautiul
chaice lo adarn your bed
Caressingly soft white combed
cotion/polyester with 200
threads per square inch for
extia luxury Exquisite
embroidered hem treatment for
odded elegance 93C units*
Just one of the many new looks
at savings in Luxury Linens

sole 299 twin flat

Twin, tlot, reg $30. sale 23.99
Twin. fittea, reg 520, sale 1599
Full, tlar, reg $39. sale 3099

Full. titted, reg 524, sale 18.99
Queen, iy, reg 545. sale 3599
Queen. fitted. reg $34. sale 26.99
King. flat. reg $54. sale 4299
King. fitted, reg $42, sale 32.99
Stondard pillowcases. pr .

reg 534. sale 26.99

—
513 ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours @ dQy. 7 days @ week
In Metro Deteait, call 569-2454 Elsewnere, order toll-tree 1-800-233-2000

hudsons
Linter unite sale

King pilowcases, pr. reg. $38
sale 29.99

Coordinaling comforiers,
80 units.” reg. $140 to 5250
sate 109.99 to 199,99
Rutfles, shams, pilows ond
priscillos by special otder

“Tolol unts avanlot'e al Hudsen's stores
Sa'e ends Joructy o
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