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Auto theft is a growth industry

WHILE SOME businesses may thrive
or perish, there's one that produces noth-
ing but banncr years — auto theft,

Some law cnforcement officlals re-
gard auto theft as a victimless crime be-
- cause in most cases an insurance compa-
ny relmburses the person whose car has
been ripped off. Bul S————
others argue that we .
all become victims
because we all pay
for the thefts in high-
or insurance pay-
ments,

Auto theft doesn't
rank with bank rob-
bery or murder. So
light or suspended
sentences  for  car
thieves are falrly

Jabkie
Klein.

Stolen cars are often used in the com-
misslon of other erimes, Organlzed
crime has discovered that car theit [s a
lucrative source of Income.

ACCORDING TO experts, 1983 prom-
Ises to be another record-setter for light-
flngered Loule and his pals, The chance
of any car owner ever seeing his stolen
vehicle again grows slimmer by the year.

Cars that are found are often stripped
down, wrecked or chopped up — compll-
ments of a local chop shop operator. The
low recovery rate is an indlcator of orga-
nlzed erime's involvement, according to
the National Auto Theft Bureau.

Auto theft is a high profit, low-rlsk op-
eration. A pro can steal a car of his
cholee In less than two minutes despite
nttempls to improve vehlcle security,

common. The leniency may even cxtend
to professlonals nvolved in rings.

Although many still consider auto theft
a teen-aged prank, police in the metro-
polltan area are gettlng reports from
victlms whose cars are stolen at gun-
polnt.

chop shops, salvage yards

nml repalr shops which knowlngly deal in

stolen parts alt make a slzeable prof-

‘Ijt.’l':m consumer winds up with & raw
eal,

THE FINAL price tag must take into
account what car theft ultimately costs

the auto insurance consumer and the un-
determined amount for the expenses of
theft victims which can never be reim-
bursed.

Crime cxperts now belleve that at
least 10,000 stolen vehlicles are annually
spirited away to Mexico. Some are
bartered for narcotics. Others are
shipped overseas to Central and South
America, Europe and Asia.

Because car theft is a complex crime,
there are no slmple solutlons. One partial
answer would require manufacturers to
stamp the vehicle identification number
on several parts of the car, rather than
just the engine, making it harder to sella
stolen part,

Other suggestions by crime experts

are Increased manpower and budgets for,

car thelt Investigation, greater publle
awareness and regulatlons to cut down
chop shops and crack down on Megal sal-
wvage operatlons.

With sound state and federal legisia-
tlon and the combincd efforts of auto
manufacturers, insufers and law en-
forcement agencles, auto theft may no
longer be so casy to get away wlith,

Spdrts' 'helps ease worry

FOR YEARS the sports writers reom in our dal- ~

ly newspapers was laughingly referred to as the
toy department.

Wrilers and editors of the other departments
used to envy the sports writers and for a good rea-
son, The sports writers never had to cover mur-
ders, big fires, and all sorts of crime and unpleas.
ant news. Meanwhile the sports fellows spent thelr
time in the press box at the ball parks, or along the
boards at the hockey games, or In the best seats as
the major fights. Day after day they were accused
of playing games or enjoying themselves.

But times have changed. Now sports writlng ls
placed on a higher level for the simple reason that
sparts contests have played an important role In
dealing the slumping economy. In fact it was the
sports pages that bouyed the spirits of the needy In
times of trouble because it gave them something
pleasant to think about.

THIS IS not a new happenlng. For those of you
who can remember, it was the Detrolt Tigers who
lifted the spirits of the entire state back in the
carly 30s. In 1934, they won the pennant, their flrst
in 25 years. The entire area went wild, It mattered
lttle that the Tigers lost to the Cardinala in the
World Series. The downtredden had something to
talk about other than troubte.

It was the same in 1935 when Mlcky Cochrane
drove the Tigers to another pennant and this time
to vlctary over the National League rivals — the
Chicago Cubs — In the World Series.

The area went “crazy” as the saying goes with
all sorts of parades, gatherings and cclebratlons.
In all of this the slumping economy was almost
forgotten.

Remember, those were the days when the banks
had been closed and workers were belng paid in
seript. But the hardships were put on the back-
burner, as they say, durlng all the celebratlon over
the Tiger victory

Now, we'e golng through another economlc

CE—
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slump, Michigan has been dectared o disaster arca
and thousands are depending on food statlans for
thelr meals.

Ordinarily, it would be a time of great worry
with llitle to huoy the spirits. But Into this plcture
has come sports again.

The Detrolt Lions made it to the pro football
Playolfs. It matters little how they got there. It
was the means of helplng to raise the splrits of the
populace again. The Tigers, despite thelr fourth
place flnisk, attracted more than o million fans
dulng the season. It was one of the best years in
attendance. And over at Ann Arbor the Mchigan
football program drew more than 100,000 specia-
tors for cach home game on the schedule.

And with the Detrolt area suffering from the
“hard tlmes,” the college hockey tournament at
Joe Louls arena attracted the largest crowd in
hockey history, More than 21,000 jammed every
nook and corner in the arena.

‘This was the therapy the folks needed to take
thelr minds off the low status of the auto industry
and the other slowdowns that resulted in record
ranks of the unemployed.

* So, no longer, should the sports writers rooms of
the newspapers be referred to as the toy depart-
ment.,

‘The sports wrlfers are helping to boost the the
spitlts of those who are looking for another Frank-
1in Roosevelt to lift the country out of the same
kind of depresslon that gripped the country back In
the '30s,

Shirlee
* Rose Iden

Winter, where
is thy sting?

WITH TONGUE in cheek, ['ve always answer-
ed the barbs of sunbirds and dwellers of the
semi-tropics that there’s nothing like the chang- |
ing of the seasons, |

YOUR
MONEY MARKET
FUND HAS |
JUST BECOME
OBSOLETE.

MANUFACTURERS BANK INTRODUCES THE MANUFUND
INSURED MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT.

Now here 1t Is just about three wecks to
Groundhog Day, and even Sonny Eliot would
have trouble measuring the snowfall or lack of
It

Ths Is wrltten the morning after our flrst visl-
ble snow appeared. It came in the evening, swift-
ly. There it was, the white stuff, about an eighth
of an Inch of It. But this morning Jooking out at
;h‘e Mttle blue car in my drive, not a flake was
eft.

My rationale for writlng about thid Is that
cven though we may get a bllzzard by the time of
publication, the tail end of 1962 has been strange |
In terms of weather.

It scems to me you have to plow some snow,
make a snowman, wear your boots every day
and curse the fey winds to belleve it’s late De-
cember or early January.

There’s no doubt money market funds are wise investments, But
there are drawbacks. Your money may be far away with a
braker or investment firm in another city. Can you get to your
money when you nced it? How secure is your investment?
Manufacturers has an answer to all these questions: The
ManuFund Insurcd Money Market Account.

MONEY MARKET INTEREST,
NEIGHBORHOOD CONVENIENCE.

ManuFund carns you high moncey market interest raes, but you
have an added advantage: unlimited access to your account at
your local Manufacturers branch, You can withdraw in person,
by mail, or by simply using the ManuWay card you get when
you apen a ManuFund Account,

F.D.I.C. INSURANCE KEEPS YOUR ;
INVESTMENT SECURE.

No matter what happens in the future, )uur total deposits are .
fully insured up to $100,000. The ED.LC. makes certain of it, .

A SMALL DEPOSIT EARNS
BIG INTEREST.

All you need is a minimum deposit of $2,5(¢; and you'll be
carning high moncy market interest. Most money market funds
require a much larger minimum deposit.

THE MORE YOU PUT IN ‘ ,
THE MORE YOU GET OUT.

Deposit $5,000 or more and you'll get a NLO.W. Interest Checking

Account nnd a Master Card or Visa, with no annual fee. You'll .
also get a year's free supply of ManuFund checks. A 520,000

deposit gets you all of these benefits, l)m more :mpommly, an

even higher rate of interest.

YOU'LL ALWAYS KNOW WHAT .
YOU'RE EARNING. : ‘

Call Manufacturers 24 Hour Intérest Hotline anytime you want
to know the current rate on'your investment, Just dial 222-4509.
As you can see, your prescnt money market fund has become
absolete! So stop by or call any office of Manufacturers, and

Instead, the Tigers plot’a Feb. 18 spring train. |’
Ing for pitchers and catchers, and we haven'thad
winter yet.

Many munlclpnllus are saving moncy by
making last year's salt last, having no streets to -
plow and no new salt and chemieal expenditures
to withstand.

That's OK. But a Iot of little kids did try to . *
figure out how Santa Claus, Rudolph, and the
other reindeer even got here at all. The oncs I
know are beginning to ccase worrying and just
enjoy the largesse no matter how It arrived.

1t you ski downhlil I guess there’s lots of artifi-
cial snow to keep you happy or the option to go
north, young athlete. For cross country skiers,
there's just gloom, or switching to lee skates. j 4

Area residents, you may recall,.used cross
country skis to traverse thelr subdivistons during +
the frigld, snowy days of 1981-82, when winter
was winter. It was a practical way to travel.

Sometlmes I wonder why I went through the
expense of winterlzlng my car. But I've never
trusted Mother Nature since the lce storm of
three springs ago when it scemed we were living
In the Glacier Age.

FARMERS a little north of Oakland County
are In the ficlds still harvesting corn and mend-
ing fences. And eloser peighbors have gotten out
rakes and broosis to clean up the last of the fall-
en leaves. Joggers are having a fleld day,

T've even given up on buying a new pair of
gm:‘k bools after several shopping forays. Why

er?

The truth Is, I do llke the changing of the sea. |
sons with lprlng and fail my top favorites. As for f
winter, I like those crisp, clear sunny days when, ||

t
1

 If there Is snow, it's already neatly plowed, and ‘ : ask us about 4 ManuFund Account today.
the streels are clear. .
N
You have to admit, we have bad to scrapo That's my bank.

some frost on early mornings and shiver through |

Manufacturers Natlonal Bank of Detrolt
pretty gusty winds, but P'm not complaining. |

Manufacturers Bank of Bay Cicy

Bank of Lansing
Manufacturers Bank of Livonta

Today belng my birthday, I'm entitled to a Manufacturers Bank of Coopersville MANUF]"\G URE’RS BANK Manufacturees Bank of Novi -
wish, even a whimsical one, Wouldn't it be a Manufacturers Bank of The Shores (g . : ’ i Manufacturers Bank of Saline
cheery 1Lt for sports faus to be able to forget Manufacturers Bank of Southfield, N.A. Members ED.LC.
. hunger and
blu lnd Wach the Tigers do thelr spring thngln ’ : : - :

80 degrees at Tiger Stadium?




