Richard Culling

Work stands on its own; no need for explanations

By Corinne Abatt
staff writer

8eeing Richard Culling's show at Xo-
chipllll Gallery, 568 Woodward, Bir-
mingham, without the artist in the gal-
lery Is like watching a good movie
without a sound track,

ly, he, like moat arilsts,
wants bls work to stand on Its own
without cxplanation.

And It docs, Bat it's a lot of fun when
he's there to do a bit of translating,
which sounds 1lke comedian-styla dou-
ble talk until the listeser’s ear man.
ages to break it down Into words.

For two years, Culllng bas been
dolng three-dimenslonal palntings,
motinted In boxes or deep frames, His
:&wcn Robert, bullds the boxes for

" Thb: interior flat !‘tl;h“ and sides of

@ box are part of the palntlng, Quite

often the palnting ly danpn.nn canvas or

];lper and then attached to these sur-
aces,

THEN HE contlaues dolng figures
and other elements on a séparate sur-
face, canvas or paper. He mounts these
on wood and has a friend, Dominie Ma.
cerl, who is handy with a jlgsaw, cut

these out. Then ho mounts them in the
box, so the palnting becomes a three-
or four-surface szsemblage,

Untit 1979, Culling, born and raised
in Livonia and a graduate of Stevenson
High School (his art teacher there was

Ken Rose), did large, t
rka.

and often blends old and sew with a
kind of palnterly bravado,

THE FIRST one he did bas faces in
th d, strog,

mud!z. Janvary 13, 1983 OLE

"s0lld look to the features of his coupls
who stlll bave an old master Renals-
sance alr about them,

In "Ascended Masters,” there's an
august, group of palnters of

U] y of
& man and woman In & Da Vincl paint-
a back is from

‘Wl

He knew ho bad been wise to make a
change as scon as ho completed hls
first three-dimenslonal work which Is
part of Lhe current show,

For Insplration, Culling drawa from
his personal bome and family experl-
ences, Literature, the Blble and art his.
tory. Then, he adds a twist of humor

ing. Th

& Da Vinci palnting and Just in front of
them i3 & sectlon of landscape along
Northvills Road by Hines Park near
Northville, .

*What I was trylng to do Is redo an
Itallan painting In a German style. My
family ba d i3 German,” Culling
sald, as if to explain the slightly more

School offers variety of music for all ages

Detroit Community Musie School/
Cranbrook Branch is affering new pro-
grams for children and adults begin-
.ning Jan. 24. The locatlon is Cranbrook
‘Middle School, 1060 Vaughn, Bloom-
fleld Hills.

A Children’s Community Cholr for
singers second through elghth grades Iy
now belng formed. This will be a com-
panion ensemble to the Detrolt Chll-
dren’s Cholr which sang with the De-
trolt Symphony Orchestra in a holiday
performance of the Nutcracker Suite,

*“Introduction to Suzuki,” a slx-week
course offering parents and children an
opportunity to explore the.Suzuk! pro-
.gram begins the week of Jan. 24,

- Parents who are Interested are invit-
ed to attend an orientation meeting at 7

pm. Monday, For reservations, call
0.

peed development of reading and en-
semble skills, Second through elghth
grade students aro eligible.

Chamber Music Workshops for older
youth and-adults wlll be beld twice
monthly from February through May.

Performers in the area will ba avall-
able for coaching. Instrumentalists In
atrings or woodwinds may attend inds-
vidually for placement in an ensemble
or may attend a3 & group. Opportuni-
tles for performance will be offered
under (ha ausplces of Detroit Commus
nity Music School at the end of the
workshop. Tuitlon cost for each person
13 $5 a sesslon for a tolal of alx weeks.

A'Jarx Improvisation Workshop will '

be taught by Kathy Ceasar, oboe and

of jarz improvisation. Tultion for the
<lght weeks Ls $60,

Registration I8 also open for ongoing
o {nstrue.

programa In group and privata

- Women’s group

Anne M. Gorsuch, who has bad a
flery relgn as administrator for the
Ualted States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), will bo guest speak-
er at the Women's Economic Club
luncheon meeting Friday, Jan. 14 in the
Columbus Ballrcom of the Westin Ho-

tlon at the Cranbrook Branch site.

For reglstration information, call
Shirley Harden or Mary Burdine at De.
;mlt Community Music School, 831-

870,

hears Gorsuch

tel in downtown Detrolt.

Gorsuch, who was threatened with
jall for contempt of Congress last
month, wlll speak on “EPA in the '80s."
at 11:45 a.m. For ticket information,
call the Women's Economic Club office
at $83-5098,

Reach out to shut-ins

Thuraday, Friddy, Saturday, Sundoy

831-2871 flute. She 18 a former member of the  Persons are confined to thelr homes Tho program is spousored by Farm-
A Saturday morning program, “Pre-  Pastiche Quintet. The cight.week, ove- why wish information on the Sesfor  inglon Hills Parks and Recreation Sen-
Orchestra String Ensemble,” will be ning course will introduce the wind Adult Qutreach Program may call 474.  {or Adult Program. Outreach coordina-
glven for young string players who player to the el ts and 1407 for ,tor i3 Mary DiManno,
v Scissors <3a| | ymo INSTANT CASH ay, SIDEWALK SALE
@ 7 hairdosign %93 GOLD & SILVER

prosents

""Qeissor Bucks"'

*“Wwa'ra rolling our pricea back 1071875

Halrcuts com;lexe for $16.00
plus recoive 5 bucks towards
your noxt sorvice cholco

{designated atyl
33

Closs Rings » Wedding Bands +Sterling « Scrap Gold
PA eING CUHI;?ENT MARKET . g)‘?l&?

474-4460

Also buy all rare type coins and proot sats,
stamp collections

AMERICA’S STAMP]STOP « WEST

y E
25820 Middlebett s In the Chatham Square Mall

MWF 11-8, Thurs, 11-0
Sal, 11-5, Closed Sun. & Tues.

January 13 thru 18
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Your First American Bank.

We know of two in particular.

The First Investment Services
from your First American Bank.

Both give you the best of the
money funds; Immediate access to
your money. Competitive money
market rates. And no fees or penalties
for early withdrawal,

But beyond that, you'll find differ-
ences that can make ali the difference.

*Our Investment Savings Fund.
Theratesare high, the minimum's not,
Witha minimumdeposit of just $2,500
(the lowest the faw allows), you can
earn money market rates. Andyoucan
get toyour money any time you need to.

Best of all, it's FDIC-insured, up
0 $100,000 per depositor.
Our Investment Checking Fund Write
any number of checks for any amount.
Unlike money market funds, yott can
write an unlimited number of checks,
for any amount large or small,
at's what makes our new
$2,500 minimum Investment Check-
ing Fund so attractive to investors
looking for money market rates, FDIC
insurance and something more.
Which brings us to perhaps
the best reason for taking a serious
look at either of oug First Investment
Services. .
It’s the simple convenience of
dealing with people you know,at a
lace where you do your regular

the past — EI Greco, .Rubens,
Raphael. . . ', Only ono Is wearing a
robe, the rest are nude. An alligator at
the feet of the robed one, Culling ex-
plained, “That’s from Rubens,”

In a small work that has the head *
and shoulders of Christ In the fore-
ground with the curve of a cave open.
ing on one alde there is & contemporary
home oo ariverfront with a couple
near the dock In the background.

CULLING SAID, * I like his (Christ’s)
oyes. They came from a candle I saw in
Krogers. Did you sce that candle in
Krogers? [ like the face and the eyes,
they stare at you, They're supposed to
stare at you”

Culllng's favorites are his latest
works, one of which is titled, “Lot's
Wife is Wife's Lot.” Lot’s wife 1s hold-
Ing the body of Christ in what appears
to be o cave. There are three parakeets
on & branch hear ‘her shoulder - *I
don't know what those birds are dolng
there,” Culllng remarked, Two naked
figures are kneeling In front of her, an-
other man'a face is in the background
behind tho blrds and another flgure s
atthe left.

Culling, fearing the [re of friends and
velatives, asked that the Individual fig-
urea in his work not be identifled. How-
ever, he deflncs features qulte clearly,
50 most all may recognizo themselves,
clothed or otherwise,

latest are contemporary scencs,
with a cottage in Marine City where

the famlly bas vacationed as the back-
ground setting. But all sorts of things
are golng on around the cottage. - .

There's a face In one window, a rela-
tive? Culling’s father, in a business sult
with others around him nude, !s in the
{foreground. Culling can identify them
all, even the pleasant looking dog am-
bling by, N

TWQ PAINTINGS " arc partly of
Florida. The artlst cut a larger all-
Floride painting in half because
dldn’t Uke It.

So now, Culling zald, “The bottoiri's
Michigan, top's Florida. My sister llkes

.1t and she hates everything I do.”

The animals in the Florida palnting
are from the Detroit Zoa. 3

Culling, who studied with Robert
Wilbert and John Egner at Wayne State
Unlversity, works days in another
trade, which hie prefers not to publicize
although it's'a perfectly legitimate, re-
spectable way to support himself. He
paints evenings and weekends, ‘.

It fs his unusua) intellect which
brings the strength to his work, his
courage to combine the ridleulous and

» the sublime and come up with charm

and challenge. He admits to & love of
llterature and a delight in readlng, and
this too has influenced his work, which
1s an vausual combination of intellectu.

" al and primltive.

Some of the paintings earry the qual-
ity of a fable, Others, based on Bible
references, scem like cons, yet they
are fllled with anachronisms and, con-
sequntly, unexpected dellghts, The
shaw continues through Feb. 5. Houra
:m 11 am. to § p.m. Tuesdny-Satur-

ay.

Contemporary
§ Wall Calor at

$5.99 Gal.

The Low Luster §
Finish with j§

$13.99 Gal,
CUSTOM COLOAS SLIGHTLY HIGHER., f3

Paint Ssle ends 1/28/83 R
Walicovaring Sele enda 2/28/03 '

Savings .-
 from
- to
"+ $22.99
-per
double
roll.

anking.It's an intangible, but an
important one. .
‘The First Investment Services
from your First American Bank,

:.:l.lN GLIDDEN'S DESIGNER VINYL
" WALLCOVERINGS. BUY ONE RO
AT THE REGULAR: PRICE, GET

Suddenly, your money fund alterna-
tives look twice as promising.

CALL FIRST.
1-800-222-1983

For information e ons First tnvestnient Sery
anyotherfinaneial seivi Iy awairncardy

lap '3
American Bank or call s tll.froe. Mewber FDIC, -
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Daily 9-6

PAINT-WALLCOVERING

“STOALS YOU CA¥ BE LOTAL 10"

Sat. 9-5

15970 Middiebelt Rd.
(Between 5 & 6 Mile Rds.)
Livonia

525-4350

AHED0are You Lot Mote TRan Pamt Y00 Ge1 Dreonating ldc at,




