Empty stores make mall merchant

By M.B, Dlllon Ward
stofl writer

Although retailers at Novl's Twelve
Oaks Mall recorded December sales
aurpassing those of the previous holi-
day season, some merchants say sales
would be higher If the center had more
tenants,

The 150-plua store center is the mas
Jor indoer shopping mall outlet for rest-
dents from Farmington, Farmington
Hiils and West Bloomfleld,

Center Manager Wiltlam Clogg esti-
mates that the 10% to 11 pereent of
Twelve Oaks' retail space [t vacant,
but views the situation “as extremely

Itlve.”

"It gives us the opportunily fo view
new concepts and deas developed here
or in another part of the country. Be-
cause we have space available, we can
go out and find the type of merchant
we want.” .

Retallers whose ™ stores nelghbor
Lord & Taylor in the mall's northeast
corner, however, find it difficult to at-
tract customers to the largely vacant
wing.

“This wing [s dead,” sald a Tucker-
man Optleal employee, who works near
Lord & Taylor.

“You can go for days and not see
anyone. It's bad. If there were more
stores, more people would shop down
here.”

August Max manager Barbarn Whi-
tacre said the locatlon In the wing "def-

Schools
buck the
trend

By Cralg Plechura
siaff writor

Today's teachers are tougher and

maore llkely to recommend a student

- repent a grade Lf his work docsn't war-

rant ‘promotion, sald the presldent of

the Natlonal Educatlon Associatlon
{NEA).

"Many Amerlcans have belleved for
years that schools were slipping in
thelr standards, teachers were becom-
Ing too 'soft,” and so-called ‘social pro-
moticns’ were the order of the day,"
sald Willnrd H. McGuire, NEA presl-
dent. “But here Is evidence that count-
ers those images.”

He clies as example statistics which
show “that in Oklahoma City, Okla.
twlce as many students were recom-
mended for retention In’ grade — no-
‘body likes to calt it “flunking” — in
1882 than the previous year, After
teachers made thefr recommendatlons,
McGuire safd, 608 students in kinder-
garten through fifth grade In Oklahoma
Clty Public Schools were kept back,
compared to 444 in 1981,

In Dallas, he said, 6,811 students in

grades 1-6 were urged to attend sum-
mer schoo) to rectlfy substandard
grades. Some 47 percent of those 6,811
took advantage of summer instruetlon
and 47 pereent were promoted while
the rest repeated the grade,

In Atlanta, he added, 7.8 percent of
the entire school population wasn't pro-
moted to a higher grade in 1982, up
from 6 percent the year before.

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL
offleials say they've seen no recent rise
in the number of students repeating a
grade because of poor performance.

inltely affects our sales.

“We're stuck down here and no onc
knows we exlst. If people come in our
store, [t'a because they just happen to
be walking by. It's the same with the
Outrigger (2 men's store) next door.

“We opened in 1879 and were told
this end was supposed to be fllled fn o
year or two. It hasn't, Only a shoe store
and chocalate shop have opened up,”
sald Whitacre. August Max setls wom-
en's apparel.

Mlke Ansara, watch repalrman at
Precislon Watch and Ring, where sates
are down 20 percent Chis year, estl-
mates the vacancy rate Is “caslly 25
peecent in the mall — and the empty
space Is almost all down near Lord &
Taylor.”

The 1,159-square-foot jewelry store
pays about $50,000 a year to lcase

A pumber of new lcases are now un-
der negotiation “and we expect a num.
ber of new stores In 1983, sald Jane
Lynch, dlrector of corporate communi-
catlons for tho Taubman Co., developer
and leaslng management agent for
Twelve Oaks, X

“We're very pleased with our retall
mix at (he center and feel we're well
ahead of the Industry in terms of per-
formance.”

Lynch deelined to reveal what re-
tailers pay to lease space at Twelve
Oaks, saying it's a matter of policy to
withhold those figures, .

“That's something privately negotl-
ated between the lessee and lessor,”
shegald,

Large atores such as the J.L. Hudson
Co, own Lhelr own space and have a
working p with the ma)),

space at Twelve Oaks — app
1y $43 a square foot.

“It's a lot; you have to do well In or-
der to survive,” said Fred Ansara, the
store’s co-owner,

“The vacancy rate deflnltely hurts
us. There should be no vacancy, espe-
clally In a reglonal center ke this, The
cost of reat and utilitics Is just too kigh,
Peaple think 10 times before opening a
business. R

""We have to be more cautious in buy-
ing and have to go to lower-price
items.”

Clogg sald.

Hughes & Hatcher, AS Beek Shoes,
Ad Libs and Scholar's Cholce all have
discontinued their- Jeases at Twelve
Oaks in the last year.

In Clogg's view, the store faflurcs
are to be expected and In no way
represennt casualties of today's-alling
economy, - .

“People will go'out of business in bad
or good times. When things get tougher,
you have to know why you're in busl-
ness,” he said. .

Twelve Oaks has never been com-
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The barren concourse leading to Lord & Ta:

of the merchants whose stores surround It

pletely leased, added Clogg.

Command Performance, a hair salon
for men and women, has noted a sharp
drop in trafile.

“It's not as heavy as it was last year,
Peaple are not spending as much, sald
Susan Walker, the salon's nssistant
manager.

Dunn'a Clty Camera, near the large
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An uplifted

R
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Lynn Nutter, assistant
ent, said parents are more understand.
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North Far 's Kim

how it's done ot last week's gymnastice meet
against the Troy Colts. She ilterally came off the

em

floor and was suspended in the air aa she ran off
wlih a tirat-place finish, To read more about the
competition, turn to the sports section.

RANDY BORST/stal photogrpaher

Salt mounts waiting for first storm

By M.B, Dillon Wa
atalf writor -

Director of Public Services Thomas
Biasell took a Mlitle ribblng at last
week's Farmington Hilla Clty Council
meeting while talking about snow pe-
moaval, At the time, one would have had
to drive 300 mlles north to find a snow
flake,

As Blasell exp) how

Plan put in writlng for the first time
outlines clty policles, Blasell said.
Among the major provislons are:

® Snow emergencles wlll be de.
clared by the city manager or a desig-
nee.

® Radlo, television and the Michl-
&an Emergency Patrol Network will be
depended upon to announce snow emer-
gency conditions.

* R parking will go into ef-

streets will be plowed under the city's
newly proposed policy, City Manager
Lawrence Savage and council member
Jody Soronen complimented him.
“You're doing a good job,” said Sav.
age, :
“Yes, the scrvice has been great,”
echoed Soronen,

fect two bours after snow emergency
announcemments,
° @ Vehlcles In vlolation of the ordi-
nance will be ticketed and/or towed by
Farmington 8l police.
Priorities for snow plowing were
nd h

oulllned by

First to be plowed will be paved ma-
jor roads.and major school bus routes
(If school s in sesslon). Next wlll be
major gravel roads after a three- to
four-inch snowlall; problem areas such
as drift-prone sections and steep hitls,
and “collector” or access streets after
four- {0 six.inch snowfalls, to “help In.
terior residents get to the major road
networks.”

When snowfall reaches six or more
inches (2 snow emergeney), all local
streets will be plowed, Contractors will
be called in when snowfall exceeds
DPW eapacily.

“Wo wanted to put thls in writing to
Inform the City Councll and the resi-

Al
foremen, equipment operalors and ad.

0 served ona

.A recently drafted Snow Em,
Ordinance and Snow and Ice Control

Wi
Snow and Ice Contro] Plan Committec.

dents of F Hllls approxi-
mately what would happen durlng a
snowstorm or when (he snow falls,"
sald Walt Karolak, DPW superitendent,

Loudspeakers may be used by pollee
to "Indlcate where the problem arcas
are," he added. Signs will not be posted,
because In severe weather “they don't
last anyway, Thls actlon ks not almed
at removing every little car from eve-
Ty area. We just want to insure that po-
lice and firc can get through and rubb.
Ish s picked up," he said.

Karalak expects (he Clty Councll to
review the ordinance and adopt it in
the near future.

In the past, clty snow removal crews
have been hampercd by cars parked
along one or doth sldes of roadways,”
Savage sald in his report ta the Council,

The Farmington Hills DPW has yet
to put a dent in its salt supply, Karolak
sald. :
The eity used a total of 3,600 tons of
salt last year.

vacant space formerly leased by
Hughes & Hatcher, also has felt the

nch,
“It's affected our business, It Jooks
bad to have this huge white nothing
there,” 2ald a Dunn's sales manager.
"Everybody would like to see more
promotion — at this time of year nath-
Ing's golng on.”

RANDY BOAST/stalt photographor |

ylor at Twolve Oake Mallis aa afght which disturbs some

Agreed Fred Ansara, "you can al-
ways do betler at promoflon, put we
can't put them down,"

Sales promotlon director Sheila
Armsirong slad the mall's manage-
ment stalf stimulates business by ad-
vertising, bringing concerts and fashion
shows (o the mall and sponsoring citi-
zen and other actlvitles, he sald.

Brotherton aims.
for leadership

in Legislature - -

By M.B. Dlllon Ward
staff writer

With the advent of a new administra-
Uon In Lansing, recently re-clected
State Rep. Sandy Brotherton, R-Farm-
ington, secs himself as one of the lead-
er3 In the Michigan Leglstature.

Brotherlon defeated ~Democratlc
challenger Aldo Vagnozzl, a Farmlng-
ton Hills resident, Jast November,

“There have been a number of peo-
ple’ who served in the Leglslature be-
fore who have left, and they were the
people who beeause of senlority. . .
were sort of looked to, to carry the load
in certaln cases.

“Others like myself with a MNttle
more tenure are the ones who will au.
tomatically aceept leadershlp rolcs,”
Brotherton sald..

Having a Democratle governor
{James Blanchard) at the helm renders
Republican leglslators more able to
originate ldeas, he satd.

“As Republlcans, we were almost
bound to go along with Gov. (Wilam)
MiMlken, and had to look to him to play
that leadership role. Now we're golng
to be exerelaing a little more of our im-
aglnation and our own fdeas with re-
spect to different problems,” sald
Brotherton,

ASKED WHETHER he has confl-
dence In Gov. Blanchard, Brotherton
sald, "I baslcally don't know a heck of &
Tot about the people he's appolnted, but

there are a couple appolntments that *

make me wonder En terms of qualifica.
tlons and backgrounds But I'm not at
all prepared to tondemn the man."

The 2-percent Income tax Inerease
proposed recently by Sen. William
Faust, D-Westland, would be “devas.
pressed with Speaker of the House
Gary Owen,

‘The abllity to pay its bills is the Leg-

tatlng” if levied.

"1t would be ridleulous for peaple of
this state to end up paylng that much
tax," sald Brotherton, who 80 far is im-

¢

e

Rep. Sandy Brotherton

Islature's overriding priority, while
costs incurred by the cducational,
health care and transportation systems
wil be scrutinized In the coming
months,

“The biggest issue that's going to
face us In the upcoming session is the
state’s flscal sltuation. It's going to be
tough to figure out how to put our
house in order facing the possibility of
a tax increase of somc kind or other.”

The state’s accounting procedures —
“'something many of us have been com-
plalning about for a long, long time” —
soon will be examined thoroughly,
Brotherton sald.

“The Governor polnts out we're $750
mtllion in debt because of hudget tricks
that have been played over the last
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*“Never had such good rosponse
to an ad, couldn't got off the
phone! Over 20 calls botweon 7
and 8 pm.” C. Harvath was
ploased with the rosults of tho
“Help Wanied Domaestic” Ob-
sorvor & Eccontric classified ad
sho placed,
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