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By Mary Klemic
stalf writer

A baboon Is an unusua] breakfast
guest, but not necessarily a dangerous
ane.

So tays Schoolcraft College instruc-
tor Ralph Miller, who once lost a cup of
coffee to & baboon who helped hlmself,

‘That was just one experience Miller
had over the Christmas hollday when
he ‘was among five people from the
area who traveled
day, 18,000-mlle saf;

Miller sald tho incident with the ba-

to Kenya on o 12-
ari.

boon way nothing to be alarmed about,, -

“as- long as you don't [nterfere with
them, They're only.out for food,” he
sald. "It was quite safe”

MILLER, A geography instructor at
Sehoolerait College, travels to a differ.
ent part of the world every Christmas

. hollday. He has apent past yuletide va.

catlona in Greece, Egypt and South Af- +

rled,
Accompanying Miller this last holl-
day were biology instructor Harciet
Morgan, student Mark Stevenson (both
from Schooleraft) and a Warren couple,
They left Dec, 22 for New York, where
they Jolned 15 others. The group then
headed to Africa vla KLM Royal Dutch
irlines.

The first stop was for 18 hours in
Amsterdam, There the travelers tock a
boat ride down canals and vislted the
Rykes Muscum and a place where dia-
monds were cut and polished,

IN KENYA the group stayed at scy-
b .

'/

Ralph Miller

eral different hotels and campgrounds,
always In a rescrve area, The Incldent
with the baboon took place at the Tree-
tops Hotel,

Martin sald actor Willam Holden
and Queen Ellzabeth have visited this
hotel, It Is bullt on stilts over a small
Iake (hat {x a watering hole for a varie-
ty of animals. Miller saw farge herds of
clephanta and cape buffalo there.

Baboons, monkeys and birds were

plentlful [n the surronnding trees, “I" @

had gotten up tho morning we were
leaving, and was taking photos of the
over Mt Kenya* Miller re-

" called. *I had pu: my coffee cup down.
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Baboon joins instructor for coffee

A baboon came up and drank the coffeo
and put the cup back In the saucer, then
took a cookle and left.” .
The group visited Nairob!, Aberdare
National Park, the Samburu Natlona}
e, Mt. Kenya Natlonal Park and
the Masal Mara Natlonal Reserve. '

THE TRAVELERS journeyed In a
van with & top that Lifted up, enabling
them to take photos, Each person had a
window seat.

T *It was a film safarl,” Miller sald,
“There I no mora hunting In Kenya.®

The drivea were almost always fillcd
with surprises, aa when the group fol-
lowed several elephanta over a small
round hill and suddenly found them-
selves [n a herd of 79,

It was wall-to-wall elephants * M-
ler sald. "It was just magnificent.”

‘Then there was the evening the van ~

_ran out of gas in the wilderness. The
group walted six hours before they
were found,

“There we were, with o few hycnas
eyelng us,” Miller sald. *But there was
a full moon and the birds were chirping
~— 1§ waa qulte nlce. Wa atarted to Joke
and sing songs and walted for some-
body to find us. And they dld.”

MILLER SAID he did not expect to
s¢e 30 many animals on the trip. He
estimated the group maw B0,000 anl.
mals In eight days, including gazales,
zebras, llons, glraffes, hippos and a
leopard. .

" *It was like belng in a 200, except
you were the ones in the cage,” Mlller
recalled, “It really was a megnificent
chance to see animals in thelr element,

"What you see in a 200'are rather
frustrated creatures. (In Kenya) they
were very playful.*

‘The van got 50 close, Miller sald), that
he could have touched a lion's paw, In

Mara, the travelers stayed in
cloth tents with grassy roofs, Monkeys
and baboons would crawl on top,

MANY ANIMALS weren't afraid of §
humans, accordlng to Miller. He de-
scribed how storks would approach and
try o take sandwiches from people at
tea’ ime, and how the llony snoozed In
the sun, only occasionally glanclng at -
the visitors with one cye.

The warm lgcal weather over the
holldays was cool compared ¢o that In
Kenya, where daytime temperatures
averaged 82 to 85 degrees. The only
£now was on the top of Mt Kenya,
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