Shiny smiles

Orthodontists report booming business

By Judith Doner Berne
ataff writer

Like Pooh Bear movling in on a pot of honey or
Indlans surrounding Gen. Custer, three orthodon-
tlats appear to be closing in on ready prey at West
Bloomfield's Orchard Lake Middle School,

The three — Dr. Edward Essayan, Dr. Steven
Lash and Dr. Robert Matthews — have all moved
to spanking new buildings within a block of the
school, on Orchard Lake Road about halfway be-
tween Maple and Walnut Lake roads.

However {t may ook, the three orthodontists
generally agree that locating on Orchard Lake
Road was thelr actual target, The fact that Orchard
Lake Mlddle School is nearby is a bonus,

Thelr practices, they say, are not dependent on
that school's population, but extend to other nearby
middle schools and high schools, and some not so
near. ! *

And, as the number of adults wearing braces con-
tinues to graw, that market Is another resource for
their shiny metal.

“1 WAS in the area, I needed more space and
better facllities, We dldn't aim to be next to the
school, but it docsn't burt," Essayan sald.

Essayan's oftice is closest to the achool, facing it
across Lake Road. He moved 1% years

The inatruments look
lethal, but orthodon-
ture today ia i vogue
for tleens and adulls.

MAYOR FRED HUGHES in his “state of
the elty" address lust week sald the clty bas bor-
rowed on its future and enused resldents to sulfer
significantly by delaying action on a major draln-
age and sewer problem. Other challenges faclng
Farmingten Hills include the acqulsition of park fa-
cilities and improvement of the police depart-
ment’s quarters, The curtallment and delay in ma-
Jor repalrs and paving for roads has meant “suffer-
ing for everyone," and “down the plke will be n
high priority ltem,” said Hughes. “The council Is
both willing and able to address these lssucs and
bopefully will provide both long- and short-term so-
lutlons.”

IN HONOR OF Mercy and Harrison High
Schools, which recently captured state champlon-
ships in basketball and football, respectively, the
Farmington Hilla City Councll has designated Janu-
ary 17-21 as the “Week of State Champlons-in the
City of Farmington Hills.” The athletes “brought
honor, pride and recognition™ to Farmington Hllls,

playing Spor and commit-
ment,” sald Mayor Fred Hughes, reciting a City
Councll resolution. Hughes nsked that the Marllns
and Hawka be presented with plaques at tonight's
leglslative sesston,

ERIN GO BREW! 1t’s 5t Patrick's Day to-
day at O'Shechana Tavern, an Irlsh Eatery, Farm-
ington Hills' newest Hibernlan establishment. Irish
catertalner Pattl Malone will perform from noon to
2 p.m., and 5-8 p.m. Charlie Taylor takes the stage
from # p.m. to 1:30 a.m., highlighting the evening’s
activitics. Specials of the day include corned beef
and cabbage and green beer, fare deslgned to
please the palate of the Irish and non-Irish allke. At
O'Sheehans, St. Patrick's Day comes a dozen times
a year —~ on the 17th of every month,

THE POLITICAL Action Committec of
WomenCenter, Orchard Ridge- Campus, Oakland
Community College, ks organizing car pools now for
the celebration of Pro-Cholce Lobby Day. The day
13 the 10th annlversary of the constitutional right to
abortlon.

Car pools are belng formed for a party 4-7 p.m.
‘Wedneaday, Jan. 19 in Lansing and-for The Decade
of Choice cclcbratlon aponsored by several pro-
choice women's groups 5-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 21 In
Woodbridge Tavern, Detrolt, For more informa-
tlon, call WomenCenter, 471-7745.

THE VOLUNTEERS who statf Orchard
Ridge Campus WomenCenter are always looking
for more comers to belp with thelr varled pro-
grama, but there is a particular need (his winter.
‘They are looking for those who have expertise In
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fices on West Maple, next to Bloomfield Charley's.

“Two of us have always been here. And Bob
Matthews has owned that land for ages,” Lash sald.
“It’s a colncidence, but basically a matter of being
on Orchard Lake Road,

“Being around a middle school or junior high fs
nlce, but not necessary,” Lash sald. “But if you can
keep the kids' time out of school to a minimum, it's
appreciated.” .

Matthews is In the process of maving Into a new
bulldlng on the same =lde of Orchard Lake Road as
the school. He formerly was at 13 Mlle and Farm-
ington Road, in Farmington Hills.
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Dr.

Orcherd Lake Middle School Principal
Robert Riggs has altered the rules for
leaving school since the influx of nearby
orthodontiats, If a parent requests it, a
student may Icave school to go o the
orthodontist on his own. Generally,
parent must physically sign to got a atu-
dont out of class.

ago from another Orchord Lake Road location, less
than a mile south,

Lash followed suft in December, maving to a
bullding immedlately south of Essayan's from of-
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the arca of reorganizing the center’s rescarch and
resource flles. Persons wishing (o lend thelr know-
how are invited to call WomenCenter, located In
Room 308, J Bullding, 471-7602.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DAVE
GUSTKEY on belng admlited as a partner in the
flrm of Folimer, Rudzewicz & Co. He has been
cleeted as a vice president and director of the Cer-
tifled Public Accouting flrm. The Farmington Hllls
resident Is a graduate of Wayne State Unlversity.

.
SENIOR CITIZEN ALERT Mark Feb. 18
on your calendar. That's when you can register for
the senlor cltizen discount program. The ID cards
will enable sentors in Qakland County to take ad-
vantage of dlscounts offered by local merchants
ranglng from 4 to 50 percent. The Feb. 18 reglstra-
tion will be at the Farmington Senlor Center at
Merey center, 28600 11 Mlle. Reglstration will be
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. To partlelpate, a senior
cltizen must be 60 years or older and an Oakland
County resident. .

If you wish to submit an item to the Inside
Anples, address it to 23352 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48024. This space is veserved for
the “tidbits"” in Farmington life that may not be
important enough for an entire story, but
which are fun and isteresting to know. The In-
side Angles will appear each Monday,

Visitation rights
are discussed

Steven Novinson, assistant professor at the
Wayne State Unlversity Law School, wlll be the
next apeaker in the law ang family pollcy scminar
scries sponsored by the Merrill-Palmer Institute
for Famlly and Human Development Rescarch at .
wsu.

Novinsen will speak on “Visitatlon Rights of
Non-custodial Parents Followlng Divorce" at 3:30
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 26, in tho Freer House of the
Merrill-Palmer Institute, 71-A East Ferry Avenue.
Responding to his talk will be Judith Adelman, a
g\umily at y and

[

and Sol

g Clinlc,
J. Schwartz, a Birmingham attorncy.
‘The seminar series, contlnulng through May 25,
was planned to bring together famlly and legal pro-
fesstonals [n an effort to provide a belter under-
atanding of the many critical issues involving the
law and famllies.

is more Into adult orthodontics,”
accordlng to Glorta Matthews, his mother and off-
fce manager. ““We dida't even know of the schoo).”

THE READY prescence of the orthodontists has
prompted a medificatlon of Orchard Lake Mlddle
School's rules for leaving the building, principal
Robert Riggs reporta,

The basic rule is that a parent must come to the
school ofilee and algn a child out, Rlggs explalned.

“Since we've had the foflux across the street,
we've had a.few requests Lo allow chitdren to go to
the orthodontist and return on thelr own. We've
honored them.

“We're concerned about kids' aafety, but it's your
child,” Riggs sald. “T always say ‘cross at the light
and walk on he sidewalk.' "
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LEFT: Teenagers and
braces go hand-in-
hand. But orthodon-
tists located close to
Orchard Lake Middlo
School say they only
wanted lo be on Or-
chard Lake Road.
The fact that the mid-
dlo school is there is
a bonus, ABOVE: Ro-
bin Leo, an Orchard .
Lake Middle School '
student, has only to
walk ocross the -
street to get her
braces checked. .

JOHN BTANO/a1aM photographer
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] % ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours a day. 7 days o week.
in Matro Detroit. call 569-2454. Elsewhere, order toll-free 1-800-233-2000.
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