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Officials
probe
cause

of blaze

By 8haron Dargay
and Judith Doner Barne
sto!f writors

Investigators probing the rulns of
Beth Abrabam Hillel Moses synagogue
in West Bloomfleld have found no evi-
dence that last week’s fire was deliber-
ately set,

“They baven't ruled out anythlng yet,
but there's Iess and less chance [t was
arson,” sald Sgt. Bob Scott, spokesman
for the team of federal, county and lo-
cal fire experts who Friday completed
thelr on-site investigation,

Late last weck, new cvidence re-
vealed the last person left the syna-
gogue at about 11:05 p.m. Tuesday, not
1145 p.m. ax origlnally reported, In.
veatigators flrst attributed the appar-
ent quick spread of the blaze to an ac-
celerant. But now 1t appears the flre
may have smoldered for onc-and-a-half
hours before a passing motorist saw
nnll‘;xu shooting out of the roof, Scott
sald.

The flre probably began on the south
side of the synagoguo social hall, Seott
sald, where about 150 people played
bingo Tuesday night. Trash contalners
were located In that general area, he
conflrmed.

Investigators from the Buread of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms Division
of the U.S. Treasury Department will
take samples of the burned debris to
‘Washington, D.C. for analysis.

“It may ba a week or two before ro-
sults are known,” Scott sald. Federal
offlcers who lve in the community vo-
lunteered the burcan's services,

PLANS ARE In the works to Jle.bund
the gogue within cight mooths,

"O'yu:.goal 15 {0 bave it rebullt by the
High Holy Days of September,” sald
Nat Fishman, congregation president.
“That might ba a drcam but It's not Im-
possible. Wo have some very capable
people In the- congregation — archl-
tects, structural engincers. They have
the know-how and with their ‘push’ it
cottld be done.”

The  congregation has appalnted a

. committee to develop plans for re-
bulldlng, The new synagogue will be
similar to the old building, said Fish-
man, 3 West Bloomfleld resident.

“Tha concept we have today, we like.
We'll probably have the same basie
type of structure. Interior-wise, there
are a lot of things we could upgrade.”

TUESDAY'S night-long blaze caused
an estimated $1 million damige, de-
stroylng the sanctuary and soclal ball
of the 700-member congregation.

'ishman sald the flrat floor of the
adfacent school, where children study
Hebrew, 18 in “fairly sound condition,”
and despite some smoke d;hmage wa;
expected to open today, The secon
floor may be opened by Friday. Mean-
while, classes are being held at Hillel
Day School, 32200 Middlebelt, Farm-
Ington Hills,

“Within two weeks we hope to have
Sabbath services in our owa (school)
bullding,” Fishman added.

Undl then, services are belng beld in
the Church of Christ Scientist, down the
street at Maple and Inkster. It's one of
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Once a qulet home surrounded

by woods fllled

slon b the exp

By #4.8.Dliton Ward
staff wrlter

Twenly-thres years ago when Brian
and Mryna Dunn were outgrowing thelr
Northyilte apartment, starting a fami-
1y and locking for a house in the coun-
try, the two-story white frame house
they found tucked away in the woods of
I:n.rmhx seemed made to or-

er,

Time bas left the Dunns’ near acre
— formerly a refuge for deer,
pheasant, rabbit, and fox — a sllver of
land pinched between an expressway
and 3 two-lane highway, The 90,000
cars that daily thunder through 1-275
and 1-696 Interchange and another 32-
35 cars that zoom past the Dunn home
each minute on Haggerly Road make
80 much nolse that the couple and their
four chlldren apend much of their tima
away from Lhe house,

“We used to take walks in a 28-acre
orchard that was here. We enfoyed thls
house for 10 years, and then |t hit us,
It's changed our tives, and changed our
thinking,” sald Myrna Dunn,

“Everyday our kids ask us when
we're going to move.”

Listiog the home for sdle two years
ago attracted a few lookers, but no
takers, “Most of them said, “great
place for a gas station — haw can you
stand the nolse,” or * this would ba a
good spot for an offfce building,” Brian
Dunn told the Farmington Hills City
Council last week.

y and light ind

with wlidlite, this home along Haggerty n Farmington Hills now stands as an intru-

Urban boom turns homestead
into a noise-laden fortress

‘We used to take walks.in a 26-acre
orchard that was here, We enjoyed this
house for 10 years and then it hit us. It's
changed our lives and changed our

thinking.’

—Myrna Dunn

“What we're asking for s a zonlng
change to ES (expressway service, a
20ning desigoation that would atlow
construction of 2 gas statlon,)”

In opposltion to a planning commis-
slon recommendation, the Councll
voted 8-1 to introduce an amendment
granting Dunn’s request. It is scheduled
for enactment at tonight's legislative
sesslon,

Mayor Fred Hughes sided with the
planning commission position, and sup-
ported its reasoning.

“I'm golng to speak agalnst the
motion ~ while I recognize the hard.
ships and unpleasantness of living at
that location — because accepting the
'proposal creates patchwork with the
city’s master plan,” he sald.

“It lcaves us with a residual plece of
land (a 4%-acre parcel near Punns'
property) and a situation where the tai)
Is wagging the dog. It negates the po-
tentlel of almost five acres.”

The decislon, which also will affect
the Seales famlly whose land abutts the

Dunns, represents more of a sympathy
vote than anything elsc, he ndded.pa

“THERE ARE people in the clty who
for a long time haven't been ahle to sell
thelr homes, I think the amendment
represents a poor planning declsion.”

The vote was a mojor victory for
Gary Thornton, a Livonla service sta-
tlon operator eager to buy the Dunn
land, and expand his business. Land
across Haggerty from the Dunn home
will s00n be the alte of a Hilton hotel.
Exlstlng or scheduled for constructlon
nearby are the Digital Equipment Cor-
poration, Hewleit-Packard, Norris In.
dustries, and two banks.

THE COUNCIL'S declsion has
brought quick results,

Thornton, who, spearheaded the of-
fort to have the zonlog changed, has
made an offer as has a second party.
The Dunns, though they conslder their
property worth $100,000, say they're
g0 nnoxlou: to get out” theyll accept,

75,000, N
¥ “We feel llke a huge burden has been
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lifted off our shoulders. Whoever
comes along first is golng to get it
sald Myrna Dunn, a substitute teacher|
wlith Livonia Publle Schools.

State Rep. Sandy Brotherion, R-

Farmington, bas been named vice
of the House Ex

velor nent and Energy Committee for

another term, it was announced Thurs-

grnthcrton also will contlnue to
serve on the Committees on City Gov-
emment, Public Health and Urban Af
falrs.

“Everyone Is aware of Michlgan'a
critical economle problems, and the
Legistature faces some of the most dif-
ficult declalons in the state’s history in
the next two years,” Brotherton sald.

“Part of the soluticn has to be a long-
term economlc development program
for the state that will cncourage job
and business expansion. The Economic
D« and Encrgy C
wlll be sccking oew and innovative
ways of improving the cconomle cli-
mate of this state and holding down the
cost of encrgy. We In the Legistature’
bave the responsibillty to set a conrse
for reduced unemployment, flscal in~
tegrily and affordable encrgy. As vice
chalr, I will work to sce the commlttee
achleve these goals."

Brotherton sald the concerns of local
government and urban areas are of
speclal interest to him as a resident of
the sccond most populous county in the
state and ax a former Oakland County
commlissloner.

On his assignment to the Publie
Health Committee, Brotherton sald the

“This proves that d . docs
work when the little guy needs help,”
sald her husband, who teaches fifth and
slxth grade and drivers' education in
the Livonla school system.

“I'd like to commend the City Coun-
cll for taking the Issuc on its merits and
having been totally informed. We feel
llke we've been Imprisoned in this,
house, and we're cxtremely happy with
the councll’s decision.”

Claude Coates of Vilican, Leman and
Associates and a consultant ta the City
of Farmington Hilis advised the plan-
ning commission agalnst the declson,

“(Upon our recommendation) the
planning commission reviewed it and
vated (5-3) to deny the request because
it dldn’t comply with the master plan,”
he said.

Changes have come to the area
rather slowly because utllities (water
and sewer) aren't available yet, he said.

The high volume carrled by 1-275
and the Eight Mile exit — the last one
for trafflc headed north on the express-
way — landlocked the Dunns and easi-
ly carned the sympathy of thelr realtor,
Joan Lorenz of Real Estate One. .

“it was an outdated use for the prop-
erty,” sald Lorenz, who appeared in the
{family's behalf before the counctl. This
1s great — we did [t without a lawyer!"

Cancer Foundation benefits

Video marathoners break records for

@'@?@ That's the. message that
greets you a3 you approach the new vi-
deogame named Q*bert at Abbey Road
At

usements.

It also could describe what was golng
through Mark Dirsslan’s head after
playing the game for 24 hours stralght.

Dirasian, a 31-year-old West Bloom-
field resident, and Farmington Hills'

“$1.75,
PLEASE”

* Dellvering your Observer &
‘ Eccentric Involvea much
- mora than hauling a aack full
of newspapers around the
nelghborhood twice cach
wook, It's a chance to jeamn
about the world of businesa
by first-hand experience, and .
achance to grow from that |
. *.experience,
When your carries calls to
collect this month, ha ja
_‘golnn to be asking for af
5-cent increass In your

subscription rate,

. 80 when your carrisr
1 collects [n January, give him
" an extra quartar and a smlle,

resident John Duff, 17, Wednesday em-
barked on a marathon attempt to score
more than 10 mlllion polnts — the
world record for Q*bert challengers,

The palr decided to make some mon-
ey for the Mlchlgan Cancer Foundation
with thelr video skills, and are socking
pledges of 1 1o & cents for cach million
polnts scored. .

¢ took less than a day Tor Diraslan to
break the world mark. By noon on
Thurzday when he staggered home for
soma alecp, Diraslan had scored 12 mil-
lion points. “Mark smokes an awful lot,

50 we thought we'd better ralse money
for something be might need” sald
Duif, a senlor at North Farmington
High School, while deftly manipulating
the “Joystick” and racklng up thou-
sands of Q*bert polnts.

Resched at his home Thursday after-
noon, & groggy Diraslan said the Hercu.
lian relay will continue through Thurs-
day, Jan, 27, “unless the machlne
breaks down,

“We'd really ke people to stop by -

and wateh, and pledge however much
they'd like."
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‘The record breakers, who were spon-
sored by Burger King, can be witnessed
at 20218 Orchard Lake Road. The old

main of that panel will be to
provido quality health eare for Michl-
gan residenta while keeplng costs

down. "The price of good health care
has risen dramatically in.recent years,
and we must contaln these costs with-
out deereasing the lovel of service. We
nced 1o ‘be constantly diligent o pro-
vide adequate care for every man,
woman and child In Michigan,” the
flfth-term lawmeker concluded.

Sandy Brotherton

charity

record of 10,069,000 was set in Ot-
lumwa, lowa at the Twla Galaxies In-
ternational Scoreboard.
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Video bul John Dutf does his stuff on one of the arcade games to
sco what kind of record he can sot for charity.
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