By Mary Klemic
statf writor

Camera, lights and actlon will be on
the atageblll when Qakland Communlty
College's Flne Arts Theatre makes Its
debut thls month,

Four years In the planning, the the
ater s the first such structure at the
college, according to Wallace Smith,
professor of communleatlons in the

arts and o
partment at OCC. And the new bullding
was well worth the walt, he sald.

“It's an acoustical gem,” Smith sald.
“It's welt equipped and that's a plus,”

Smith said highlights of the new
trueture include its computer memory
lghting system and its recording capa-
billtics,

With the computer memory, 23 many
s 150 lighting cues can be pre-sct. The
theater Is fully equipped for “full scale
TV recording,” along with elght-track
audio recording, he said.

“We will do llve concert recording,
and that'a-a real unlque thing,” he said.
“There are not any facllitles I know of
that are equipped that way,
= "It's a real plus for the students,”

The theater seats 420. “There are so

many high school audltoriums in the

Keeper -
of
the light

Kevin Moore, loft,
although his degree .
study interests lle
elsewhere, has
found time to enjoy
working in the
world of theater by
putting light on the
playhouse,
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Farmington, Southfleld, West Bloom-
field area that are 9,000 to 12,000
scaters, we decided to go with an intl-
mate settlng,” Smith said,

Smith, who Is producer and director
of the theater, was a consultant on its
planning,

Instead of the traditlonal proscenium
stage, the state of OCC's Fine Aris The-
atre “Umrusts” out into the audience.

Included (n the theatre's first season,

Wallace Smith, professor of
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starting Jan, 27, are three serics —
featuring speakers from Channel 7,
dance and muslc. There will also be
dinner theatres, college productions
and a visit from the Second City tour.
ing company. .

"There's & whole season of things
coming up,” Smith safd,

The structure, sltuated on the slte of
the old amphitheater, was bullt with a
$1.8 million bond Issue, according to

communications at

the Orchard Ridge campus, sits in the new theater

s RSP

at Orchard Ridge

Smith. This included renovatlon of the
fine arts area, such as sculpture and
ceramics, he sajd.

Smith said the college became heavi-
ly lnvolved inlo video productlon sever-
a) years ago and saw the fine arts arca
was lacking, which led to construction
of the theater.

"It's a reat Important addition to a
person's educatlon,” he sald. *t
ture Is so mechanlcally orlented.”
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theater thoy have opporiunities to hono
their skills. Here they work on getting the
sound quallty just right.

Kelth Troia, left, and Kanl Apel, both of
Farmington Hills, have found a major in-
terest in tho various aspecte of theater
produciion. In the new Orchard Ridge
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