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Dems charge partisan politics
in pair of appeals board changes

By Carol Azizlan
staff writor

Overrlding objections by several
Democratic commissioners that Re-
publicans are “playing partisan poli
Commirmiont Led two Republi
Comunlssioners appolnted two 3
cans to Lhe Personnel Appeals Board,

The l.l::: was 17-10 along stralght

‘This is an attempt to emasculate the
protections of our employees. We've
got some hot potatoes to handle in the
next two months that involve the
Sheriff's Deépartment.’

Commissioner James Doyon

party -
“I 'conslder this an abuse of power,”
sald Democratic Commissioner James

Doyon of Madison Reights, “For over & :lvpmelr;!e!.lve' to the panel untl! ho re-

this iso't sorme kind of (attempt) to deal
ith those In

decade, we've bad blpartisan (repre-
sentation) on this board.

Republicans Thursday choss Com-
missioners Anne M. Hobart, R-Ponliac,
and Nancy McConvell, R:
Hills, for the appeals panel,

Doyon had served as the panel's
chalrman last year, Charles T.
Whitlock, R-Clarkaton, was the other

No major changes
in Oakland chairs

Only one new face will be among the  vantage over Democrats on the board,
leadership posts on the Oakland County Board chalrman Richard R. Wilcox,
Board of Commiasionera thia year, R-Ortonville, and vice ehnirwoman Lll-
Commissioner John E. Olsen, R- lan V. Moffltt, R-Bloomfleld Town-
Hunlington Woods, who will contlnue ship, will contlnue In these capacitics.
as R cxucus will Ch pa of the other flve com-
also serve as chairman of the General  mittoes remain the aamo as last year:
Government Commlttee. G. Willlam Caddell, R-Walled Lake,
at chalrmanship was formerly  flnance; Marilyn Gosling, R-Bloomlield
beld by Wallace F. Gabler, R-Royal Township, health and buman services;
Oak, who dldn't scek re-clection last JohnJ. McDonald, R-Farmington Hills,
November, personnel; Anne M.Hobart, R-Waler-
Leadership positions were formally  ford ‘Townahlp, planning and bulldlag;
appraved by the board at Thursday’s James E. Larnl, R-Royal Oak, public
meeting, Republicans hold a 17-10 ad-

o was
by John P, Calandro, R-Northville,
“THIS IS AN attempt to emasculate
the p of our employees,” Day-
on chargy
“We've got zome Lot potatoes to han-

dle in the next two months that involve
the Sheriff's Department. I wonder it

« ployee grievance proced

services.

Selig Leather Swivel Tilt Chair }
and Matching Ottoman §
tiow on Sale $499

Reg. $715

Shop now
N/ duringour §
Mid-Winter Salel}

12 unlits avallsble .
"Xy for immediate delivery §

w! a political man-
per.”

Without a Democrat on appeals
board, members of the sheriff's depart-
ment may feel they're not gelting a
falr hearing, Doyon sald. Sheriff
Johannes Spreen Is a Democrat.

The five-member appeals board rep-
resents the last step In the county em-
ure. It {3
comprised of two members elected by

county employees, two members elect- |
ed b; C

Qakland County government without
any polltics, prejudice or blas.”

Pernick sald county government will
be unable to say to employees, “We've
reviewed your case and are going to
make a judgment atrictly on-Ita mer-
ita”

Commlssloer Hubert Price Jr., D-
Ponllac, sald the appointments came
as a surprise to Democrats, His at-
tempts to have the malter referred to
legal counsel falled, ’

“At no polat, in public meetings of
the Republican caucus, has it ever been
noted there would be any change with
re%:rd to a deeade-old practice,” he
sald,
~“Not one word was whispered with
regard to this possibillty until we heard
1t in the shadows of the hallways of this
Board of C d|

¥ "

y the Board of
& member-at-large.
Doyon #ald the action destroys safe-
guards bullt into the system, He added
that the pancl would suffer because
nelther Hobart nor McConnell has a
working knowledge of the merit sys-
tem, That system L1 & sct of rules which
govern ety employces.

COMMISSIONER Lawrence R, Per-
nick, D-Southfield, added, “we'll be los-
ing the abllity to speak on behalf of

and

DEFE the
Commixsioner John E. Olsen, R-Hunt-
ington Woods, sald, “Our objective is to

appolnt two good, competent people re- .

gardless of party.

"I'm disappointed that be (Doyon)
feels he might be the only one compe-
tent Lo serve on that board,” Olscn add-
od .

“The suggestion that the process
can't be fair unless there [s representa.
tlon from both parties indlcates that
it's truly in the palltical arena.®
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Paine Webber.

Thank you, Bach.
Thank you, Beethoven.
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Paine Webber and WQRS proudly present
the Detroit Showcase every Monday at 8 P.M.
’ featuring previews and interviews of
' significant musical and artistic events

Paine Webber Hns § offices in Ann Arbér, Dearborn, Detroit and Troy.
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