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By Mary Jane Doerr . widow from Vienna who is engaged to Can Love Survive?" {(Act I) and “No  a better comprehenslon of the charace ¢ discovered teacklngand Tam  that I missed Idmn
spaclal writer i d the Baron. Unlike the movie wherc it s Way To Stop It® (Act II), which add di-  ter,” P Imoked on it,” sald Albright, gmd\u\w :‘::d my family." my home, my chll .
almost a cat fight between Marla and mension to the character. The attractlve, sliim, redheaded Al in musle education of Indlana Unlversi. Albright " herself luck w
OR BIRMINGHAM RESIDENT Elsa, the stage play portrays the "Elsa truly loves the Baron, but com- bright was talked Into taking thls part ty. =1 teach both at Oakland Unlversity right conslders herscl .m’u:a
and coloratura soprano Jan vunnm ady luquju a different per-  pletely disagrees with hia by her Davit and at my home nearly six days a Mve 20 many major roles the
Albright, slnging. the part of approach to tife, She I3 a survivor. She  DiChlera, MOT's genoral direcion Al 1o (OT and so many opportunities to sing

Elsa Schraeder in Michigan
Opera Theatre's preduction of “The
Sound of Muslc” ls a totally dlllcn:nl
experience.

*She s not lke any character umll
have ylnycd' said Albright. “She
doesn't win.”

In the stage play of *The Saund of
Music,” Elsa Schracder ls a weslthy

"She h a strong person who has car-
ried on her husband's buslness after hls
death. She knows her place and can
atand on her own two feet. She doesn’t
need the Baren, but {t would be nice,”
Albright sald.

‘I'HERE ARE TWO solos not In the
smovie that Albright will alng, “How

H
Jan Albrlgm W poﬂray Elna Schraeder. who lavai the Baron,
“The Sound of Nusic,” at the Muaic Hall in Dotroit,

v
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belleves If you smile and are charming
and don't have any confrontations ev-
erything will be alright. You just play
1ife day by day.”

But as the story tells, the Baron
couldn't be lorccd uﬂo :mlu.ng his wuy
along with th the

bright has aung with the company since
1971 in over 12 diffcrent yoles both at
Muslc Hall and on tour,

She has sung everything from minor
parts to major ones such as Musetta in
“La Boheme,” Lucla in “Lucia df Lam-

man lee-w:r of Austria, Finally Elsa
realizes the Incompauhluty af thelr
two philosophies and bows out.

For Jan Albright, the 3% years she
and her busband Michael Albright, now
willi Kelly Services of Troy, apent in
Germany helped ber to better under-
stand this musical,

“We talked with the people in Ger-
many. We had German friends. We
spent time In the Alps,” she sald. "I
think because of that experience I have

Young people perform in musical

Bloomliuld Hills and Troy residents
will sing featured roles in the Michlgan

, Marietta in “Naughty Mar-
fetta” and Adcle in “Dle Fledermaus.”

BESIDES THOSE OPERA roles she
has sung with nearly every symphony
in Michlgan, countless oratorio and
solo engagements, and now is & mem-
ber of the volce faculty at Gakland Unl-
venaity,

Two of Albright'a students are also
singlng In this production. Coleen Dow.
ney Is Liesl and Irene Onken wili sing
Slater Margartta.

This performance Is her debut with
MOT.

ra Theatre production of “The ~

Sound of Musle.”

The award-winnlng family musical
written by Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein I is part of MOT's mld-
winter opera season, opening Friday
and contincing lhmugh Feb 12 at the
Musle Hall Center In downtown De-
trolt. A tolal of 15 performances Is
scheduled,

Julie Lepper, 11, of Bloomfleld Hills
will perform the role of Von Trapp
Famlly member Brigitta and Julle
Barker of Troy wilt understudy the role
and perform with the full cast at a
matinee Feb. 9.

Julie hpper was a model at age 2
for the Eastman Kodak Co. in her na-
tve Rochester, N.Y,, for scveral years,
In addition to worklng 23 a model, she
bas studled ballet, tap dance, plane,
gymbastics and baseball.

JULIE BARRER, 11, is a mult!-fa-
ceted slnger, dancer and cheerleader,
She has been a member of the Kid Con-
nectlon, modeled at Oakland Mall, par-
ticlpated In TV commerclals and
appeared in three musical theater pro-
ductions.

Three other Oakland County resl
dents seleeted for featured roles are
David New, 17, of Auburn Helghts; Jef-
frey Duncan, 14, of nghlnnd ‘Township,
anodMl!(nlly Bocuk 7, of Huntington

David New wlll play Rolf, the char-
acter who has a crush on the oldest Von
Trapp Family glrl, Liesk; Jeffrey Dun.
can will sing the role of Friedrich, old-
cst boy of the Von Trapp anlly. and
Kelley Boczek will sing four perfor-
mances of the role of Gretl, youngest of
the Von Trapp Famlly.

Albright’s husband shares ber inter-
cst in music. He serves as her vocal
coach a1 he also studled volce for rnur

throughout Michigan so she can be near

her famlly. From Ume to time she will

accept an engagement with the Indian--
s S Orchestra, In May she

years at Indlana
though he gradualed with a bu.llnu.u
degree. He is a substlfule singer at
Metropolitan Methodlst Church where
his wife is sololst with the cholr, and he
sometimes joins the MOT chorus,

A few years ago when Albright de-
cided to go to New York to seek a ca-
mr in ope.rn. it was her husband who

ed her.

'To hnve that kind of life, one mlly
must be a gypsy,” explained Albright.
“You flnd you are in Detrolt one day
and Los Angeles (he next. When I
stayed in New York and was rchears-
ing for an opera I was dolng, I found

A senlor at Brother Rice High School
1 Birmingham, New has sung with the
MOT chorus in fall 1982 productions of
“The Haunted Cestle" and “Lucta Di
Lammermoor” and has sung leadlng
roles in many muslcal theater produce
tions at Brother Rice High School, Mer.
¢y High School and WIII-0-Way Reper-
tory Theatre.

Jeffrey Duncan I3 an active athlete
In football and bascball. He has
modeled clothing In numerous Detroit-
arca shopping centers, particlpated in
several radlo and TV ads and sang and
acted in local theater productions,
“The Sound of Music” marks his debut
wlth MOT.

Kelley Boczek has pursued a TV
commercial career in Detrolt. Her
heavy schedule of acting and dance Ies-
sons that hax taken her lo the stage in
two Lathrup Vlllage Theatre produe-
tlons,

apo
will sing the role of Musetta with the '
Dayton Opera Company. z
“I love alnglng with the Michigan Op- e a-!
era Theatre,” she sald, "Over the years , JI-
I have met 50 many flne muslclans and 51
watched thelr careera develop, David —~
has become a major figure in operaln ™
tha Unlted States and he dcvelnped the
company into a major company.” -
“The Sound of Muslc™ opens Friday -1
cvening at 8 p.m. at the Musie HnIL
This will be followed by performances
on Jan. 20, 30, and Feb. 2, 4 and $, For
more information and tickets call the
Musle Hall box office at 963-7680.
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Julie Lepper
Pplays Brigitta Von Trapp
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