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Legislature takes up Blanchard’s tax plan

By Tim Richard

staff writar ;

Even before Gov. James Blanchard
asked for a two-part increase of 1.75
percent In the state personal income
tax rate, the Issues were jelling in the
commlitee rooms of the Michigan Leg-
Islature,

In a grim, 22-minute apecch laced

tey,"”
“ever-deepening  deflcit” and “the
threat of Insolvency,” Blanchard asked
for a 1.5-percent Increase for current
operations and another 0.25-percent
“debt aurcharge” to pay off the state's
$800 million In bills accrued over the
last seven years,
Blanchard also offercd a program of

+ $225 millton In spendlng cuts, promis-

ing today to release “a list of 30 pro-
grams, boards and commissions which
we will abolish,”
Byt he rejected the suggestion to cut
the welfare subsistence level of $1.81 a
day, calling It “unwise to think of re-

ducing state-flnanced help” at the
same time the state is encouraglng pri-
vate contributions of food, clothing and
ald to the unemployed.

THE ISSUES: !
& Wil $225 milllon n cuts be

enough? No, sald Republican members .

of the two approprintions commltiees.
They plan to prepare a “hlt lst” of
$200 million in cuts — a list that would
bo long cnough not to require an ine
crease In the current lax rate of 4.6
nt.

® Are his revenue projections aceu-
rate? Blanchard estimated 1,5 percent
will bring in $675 million, which, with
hls $225 million In cuts, will correct a
projeated $800-million budget imbal-
ance. He figured a l-percent tax in-
crease (o ralse $450 milllon. Sen. Harry
DeMaso, R-Baitle Creek, the minority's
acknowledged taxatlon expert, said 1
pereent would bring in $500 milllon.
Negotiatlons are expected,

. Whlch 30 programs, boards and
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Great Values
On Antique Kugs

rugs.

traditlonal orlental rugs.

home.
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Now you can have a timeless master-
plece In your home at our low Winter
Festival prices. Lower Inflation rates
and the slugglsh international econ-
omy have reduced prices on orlental

Here are some 0! the excepuonally
flne values avallable on antique and

Chinese 117x9 $1199
Isparta 12 x81% $1299
Dargazine 209%x28  $1599
Kermanshah  127x99  $1900
Herez 112X 70 §2499
Sarouk 15 x8% 52899
Kashan 199x 11 58998

Come In now during our Winter
Festlval Days to see these beautiful
antique treasures. Get a great value
and a magnificenl antiqua for your

Purveyurs of Fine Orlental Rugs Since 1897
304 Hamiiton Row, Birmingham 6448200

Across from Baskin Robhins
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD.

commissions does he want to euml.
nate? “Long overdue,” sald Sen,
Robert Geake, R-Northville, noung
that many of the governor’s proposals
would require leglslative actlon, Then
Geake, a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee, reflected a moment
and added, “But not track ald to

to be no mnu'overly - at least not yet:
the 0.25-percent surcharge Blanchard
asked for the budget stabillzation fund
to pay off accrued llabllitles. “As soon
as that debt has been entirely erased
and_ Mlchigan’s flnanelal integrity re-
stored, thls snrcbnrge will explre,”

Northvitle and Livonin.”

@ How many votes will the Demo-
cratle leadership In the Leglslature be
able to deliver? Democrats hold a bare
20-18 majority in the Senate, for exam-
ple — and that's assuming perfect at-
tendance.

. How long does Blanchard want
the 1.5-percent increase to remaln in
effect? His statc-of-the-state speech
meniloned no time Ilmit. Last March,
then-Gov. Willlam Milllken asked for a
1-percent increase and had to settle for
a slx months hike. Many leglslators
will Inslst on a'time Ilmit 5o that the
state docsn't realize a “windfall” when
the economy recovers.

But about one point there appeared

“[F TODAY'S unemployment werc

equal elther to Michigan'a rate In 1978

or to (he average natlonal rato today,”
the former Ookland County congress-
man sald, “we would have a balanced
budget or a manageable deficlt.

“But today, In spite of aystematlc
cuts and reduced bencfits to people in
public assistance programs, the sheer
volume of those on relicf Is driving our

.state budget into an ever-decpening

deficlt.”

Unlike the book-length state-of-the-
state messages Introduced by Milliken,
Blanchard’s message dealt only with

Save 10% to 25%...

WIGGS STOREWIDE SALE!

Salg timo s a Joyous timo to Select the home furnishings of your dreams! The finest
turniture In the world is on salg RlGHTNOW at W|ggs .nothing hes been overlooked
tor your home. Came seo the b

advi
talented IDS Interior Designers undSulospunplo. u commnmlan that ensures the
best for your turniture dallars. OI course, savings apply 10 both in-stock and
custom-ordered marchandise. Sale ands 3/5/83,
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cconomica: the deficlt and programs to
create jobs.

T have already commissioned a bor-
der-to-border survey of local govern.
ments and communities to identify im-
medlate public works and construction
needs that can provide work for our
people,” be zald.

“'At the same time, I have msuucmd
the Department of Transportation to
bring to my offlce a Lst of lmmedlately
bulldable projects whose construction
can serve not enly as a short-term
source of jobs but also as a long-term
to our transpor 8ys-

tem.”

‘grim reality’

A Sparkiing New Collection from Wiggs:
Astral Crystal...

at Winter Sale Prices

Is 1hera o typical Crysia)
Cotioc! wr?me Anm
cryimllslusx asathoma In
lownhouse of suburban
.nhl level or opariment asit
isIna castie. Only the

1ol I8 50

pricad! Hold

each pieco ta tha light...and
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hand, ca mllno!nohm'gl
1ho sun, Compare this new
torles with 1he many fino

A truly remarkable value. .

Genuine Top-Grain Leather Sofa
that Is long on impact and good looks!

oAt

legs ctofted in

A stunaing loather soa.,. just ono from out excelient coltection
of superb leathot ploces shawn in the “Leather Loft." This s
ono of the most oitractivo leasher sofas we have ever
chown...deeply tulled elyla accented by the tich antiqued
feathar. A full B4™ (ong, the gracetut serpenline front and
camel-back spacks of elegance. Note Ihe carved balk nndcluw

Wa havo tha tingst coll

Mghobslylnd top-grain leatber, all with tha cusiom look, from
as Henredon, L il

“Loathor Lot

Uso your Visa,

Leather Shops, Come In...anjoy soma qulet moments in our
..you'lllove them, too!

our

0

Telegraph at LongLake Rd. (18-Mile) Bloomfield Hills, Mich., 644-7370
openMon., Thurs, and Fri. ‘til 9 P.M.

crystal cobiections. It is 1ruty
afemarkabla vahse!

A,B& C. Graceful
:ryslul decanters...
SALE$43.00 Ea,
E. Charming crystal
huriicane...
SALE 545,00,
D and F. Two more from
our crystal decanter
coltection...
SALE $52.00 Eo..
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Convenient Tetms

4080 Teleg{'raph atlong Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills » 644-7370

NEW 505, fubt Injection,
power steering -end
brakes, ' sutomatic, alr,
sioreo, radio, roar wine
dow. datoggar, Michalln .
tires, unlimited foctory
“milesgo warranty 1 yoar.,

BUY ORLEASE

$12,356
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. 875-0300
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. Save .-
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accessories
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Windsor Arm Chair Sld

Table, 3 Side Chalrs, 1 Arm Chﬂ!l‘msALE 5-Pe. Set #1095,
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WIGGS STOREWIDE SALE!

Our Winter Sale savings make our ting
, Ihe most axcitlng furnishings from Amaerica’s great furaiture makers,..Henredon, Ethan Allen, Century. Sligh, Hickery,

® Thomaswlito, Hitchcock, Nichols & Stono, Stitfol, etc....and priced them as only Wiggs canl Spend semo browsing time
with us throughout our acre-and-a-hali of galleries and glit shop, Our
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tnspited by Colonial American dining sets; 42" digmoter Pedestal Tablo

your

4080 TELEGRAI'H RD.
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tinish,

and show you thosa very
3/5/83. Sala pricos apply 1o both In-stock and cusiom orders.
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SAVE 250!

Hilchcock Dining Group foaturos 38" diameter Lancasier Table
(monds to 58'“10seat 10} and tour famous Hitchcock

“Counlry” Chatrs. From the famous Hitchcoc
cra"smen .originated by Lambert Hichcook aver 100 yonrs ago.

Table and 4 Sido Chalrs...SALE 5-Pc. Set 1899,

Usa your Visa, MastetCord, American Expross, Wiggs Charge or Extended Revohing Charge
BLOOMFIEL

(at Long

Lake R

open Monday, Thursday and Friday evenings untit 9 P.M.

your decor. Sale énd

SAVE $149/
*Versalile nasln\amfmlodny HMr\g ..fich grained goiden oah in
turn-ohconlury st " glameter Pedostal Tadble (exlends to 62
with one aproned al) makes A charming solting wilh 3 cane-seat
Side Chalrs and t matching Arm Chalr.

Tabia, 3 Sido Chairs, 1 Arm Chalr...SALE 5-P¢. Set #1199,
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