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Festival’s fat sts i

A traditfon In this community stands at the cross-
roads and it needs you help to survive,

In short, if the people of thig community don't get
you may-have secn your very last

on the ball,
Farmington Founders Festlval,
That's right — the last.

As you read this column, a Festival Committee s
non-existent. Nobedy Is around to gather parade
entries, arrange for the fireworks display or to ar-
range for all those social exhibits that tens of thoy-
sands of persons enfoy secing during that week in .

July,

ington Founders
are required,

Festlval, months of pr

Usually that planning begins in January. Look at
your calendar, folks. January has come and gone —
no chalrman, no commttee,

But time still exists to save the program if we

Road, just north o

" work fast. On Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the Farm-
ington Community Center a meeting will be con-
ducted to welcome all persons who want to volun-
teer for this year’s festivities,

The Community Center [s located on Farmington

[ Ten Mile. You can't miss [t. It's

And most drastically, a chairman Has yel to be
found.

Now you may think July is a long way off. But to
plan an event as large and complex as the Farm-

the big old house surrounded by the stone wail.
NOW DON'T. BE SHY. Nobody is going to get
roped into doing something they don’t want to do.
This is an effort by the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commeree to get out the talent In

Help pours in for displaced family

By Mary Rodrique
editor . -

Christmas night the world caved In
for the Eden famlly of Redford Town-
ship. .

Fire destroyed thelr rented, unln.
sured home and the three Eden chll-
dren suffered smoke inhalation — the
middle child hospltalized .In’ eritical
condition. B - s

But hope was restored by friends qndA -

sirangers by the dozen over thq~ ext

' two weeks,

FIRST, 10-YEAR-OLD Kemnéth
Eden overcame smeke inhalation,
pneumonia and an_eye ieritation. and

was released from Botstord Osteopath-.

ic Hospital after a week with no per-
manent eyé or tung damage. Tho other
two chlldren, Scott, 14, and Chrissy, 8,
had lesser Injuries and also regalnéd
thelr health,

And then Kenneth and JeAnn Eden
and their children, scattered among
famlly and friends In Livonla and Red.
ford, were reunlted in 2 two-story bun-
galow In north Redford — completely

furnished, with new clothés for all the -

family members, groceries and even
Christmas presents to replace those
that were lost {n the fire — all due to
the generosity of people wha heard of
thelr plight.

Don Edwards was one of those peo-
ple. A member of the Flrat Church of
the Nazarcne in Farmington Hills, Ed-
wards listened to Pastor James
Conner’s Dee. 28 plea during church
services for the Eden famlly,

“I'M A MEMBER of the Garden City
Osteopathlc Hospltal board of dircetors

and I know hospital edminlstration,” .
+sald Edwards, a Ford Motor Co. em-
ployee. *1 went over (o Botsford, a sls-
ter hospital, to sec what I could do.”
There he met Konneth Eden, Sr, and
tearned of the family's many losses, In
1

Kenneth Eden's employers, Leoe and
Larry Gentry, and JoAnne Eden's‘em.
ployer, AJ. Foland In Livonia’s Wond-
erland center, were quick to respond
with help. Other busineases - that
pitehed in were - Adray Appliance,

addition to no b the

Edens kad no medical Insurance and
young Kenny's medical bllls were be.
“eoming a problent. .

“That Is stlll belng worked out,” Ed.
“wards sald. “Medlcald may plck up &
portion, the hospltal also has n fund
that could absorb part of the cost and
the famlly may be put on a small pay-
ment plan.”

After Edwards negotiated with hos.
plital administrators, the Farmington
HIlls resident took on the task of coor.
dinallng other activitles on behalf of
the Edens,

His church had a speelal community
service New Year's Eve with two other

- congregations from Plymouth and
Westland and Edwards took the oppor-
tunity to tell the Edens’ story.

“BEFORE 1 COULD walk out of
church, people were stulfing money
into my pockets,” he said.

One of those people, Carson Lap, of-
fered. use of a' house ihe owned on
Negaunee., .

"It had been for sale,” hls wife ex-
_plaloed. “It has three bedrooms and a

+ 'finished room In the basement, We of-

{ered to rent it at a speclal rate.”

That accomplished, more donations
began pouring in by the dozen from
every dircetlon, The FISH organiza.
tlon, the Westown Llons Club and the
Detrolt Clty Rescue , Mission came
through with ‘clothes, food, furniture
and {lnancial ald, P
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Many indlviduala also pitched in, do-
nating . everythlng ‘from practical
ristmas presents they.could do with-

Bell, New York Carpet World .
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this communlty to put together a week of good fun.
As a volunteer you can do a little or a lot. Any

effort at all will be appreciated by the community,
The Founders Festival, for those of you who are

unaware, has gone on for nearly two decades. Orig-

Farmington Hills on the map.

hands of the people-

Inally, it was a small affair which reflected the
community at the time, .. - .
But like the communlty, the Festival has grown
and grown, . AU N .
For many of ‘thosc years the same volunteers
-arried on fhn effort: But the well is running dry.
Many of those volunteers have simply burned out.

Now is the time for the newer folks In town to

Stcf) forward and carry on the fine tradition
which,for at least one week, puts Farmington and

Thousands of persons come, some from hundreds
of miles, to participate in the Festival activities.
But this year, the streets of Farmington could be
empty come that July week, |

It's up to you. See you Thurdday, .

out, Ilke new sets of pots and pans, to
bedding and other houscwares.

The effort was coordinated by Ed-
wards so that on Jan. 8, the deliveres
poured in all day, When it was over, the
Ed 3 f

CLEARANCE! CLEARANCE! CLEARANCE!
Get Into A

SPASHOT TUBS+JACUZZIR e CAUNAS

ompletalinoof -
Spa and Pool Chemicala |

$2495°°

Spa

CLEARWATER rool & Spa service
28765 Graonfleld % blk. S. of 12 Mile Southfletd

559-7450

ens had a

house, right down to & new washing
machlne and dryer.

“I think it just goes to show that peo-
ple do care,” Edwards sald,

The Edens could not be reached for
comment.
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Give your baby a Valentine of dryness and

. Prlv%iu Rﬂoms for Men & Women
n

Pen Mon.-Sat, 10 &.m.- a.m. - ﬂ = = comfort everyday...with Kieenex* Huggies®
R A T APl rchard Lake Road ( - e, & S diapers. Huggies have soft gentle elastic at
partare-dvt (man 1 31 ) ./ the legs to help stop leaking. And the
8 friier2) - exiatoe thick absorbent pad helps keep your

baby dry and more comfortable,
... Give your baby a Huggies

Valentine and save up to
52.30. (See details berow,
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