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Briefihgs must be open,

township boards told B

A mayor meets with the city council to
announce the city has an unanticipated
budget sunplus of $1.8 million. But he
daesn't let the public know about the
mecling.

When a newspaper reporter finds out
city officials are gathering behind
closed doors to discuss eity.business, she
attends the meeting, City officials tell
the seporter to leave before the sesston
starts,

Are these clty officials violatlng the state
Open Meellngs Act, or do they bave the
right to get together tn o closed session for
so-calted *staff brieflngs?”

That questlon currently 1 being decided
in Ingham County Circult Court. The Lans-
Ing State Journal filed the lawsuit, charging
the Lansing City Council violated the Open
Mectings Act by failing to notify the publle
about the meeting.

“I'm sure they (the city councll) are golng

to lose,” sald Herbert H. Norton, director of.

township services for the Michlgan Town-
ships Associatlon, .

*Officials should post (notlces of) meet-
ings 50 no onc thinks they're trying to pull
anything funny,” he added,

NORTON CITED thls example.during a
lecture about the Open Mectings and Free-

dom of Informallon laws. It was one of seve
eral sessions conducted at the annual MTA
convention last week In the Hyatt Regency,
Dearborn. More than 1,500 township offi-
clals — some from as far away aa Chip-
pewa County in the Upper Penlnsula — at-
tended,

Norton's contention Es backed by a recent

- state attorncy general's oplnion. It says that

public bodles can't call meetlngs, confer-
ences or workshops with administrative
staffs in order to avold provisions In the
Open Mecetings law, N

“These prescatations of administrators
are part of the dellberative process through
which declslons on publle policies are
reached,” Atty. Gen. Frank Kelley said.

Norton cautloned township officlals not
to hold closed sesslons “unless It's absolute-
ly necessary,”

Closed sessions may be called when a
public official or employee who may be dis-
missed, suspended or disciplineg requests a
closed hearing, Norton zaid,

OTHER INSTANCES when closed ses-
slons are allowed under the act include:

® Negotiating collectlve bargalning
ogreements, .

® Consldering purchase or lease of prop-
erty (up to the time an option to purchase or
lease [s oblained).

® Consulting with an attorney about trfal
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views by a publie body for or
appointment to a public offlee muat be held
in an open meetlng.
~ NORTON WARNED (lownship officials
that violatlon of the act has steep penaliles,
Accordlng to the law, a public officlal
who Intentionally violates the act s gullty
of misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up

to $1,000.

if the offictal Intentionally violates the
law twice, he could be fined up to $2,000 or
serve up to a year in fall.

However, most officlals only get a *slap -

on the wrist for violating the Jaw because
they say they didn't know any better,” ac-
cording to Jane Briggs Bunting, an attorney
and director of the journallsm department
at Oakland University.

“County prosccutors are reluctant to pro-
cced agalnst them (clty or township offl-
clals) beeause they've got other things to
do,” she sald, .

outdoors

Boat, camper shows are here

By Lam Meses
ouldoors writer

We've had hardly two Inches of snow this
winter, but already It's time to think spring.
The boat and camper shows are coming up
this month.

The Greater Michigan Boat and Fishing
Show runs from Friday to Feb. 13 In Cobo
Hall in downtown Detrolt.

“A lot of attendance is controlled by na-
ture, and she dumped on us the last couple
of years,” said Ray Underwood, executlve
director of Michigan Boating Industrics As.
soclation, headquartered in Livonla. With
good weather, thls year’s show should draw
80,000 to 100,000,

General admlaslon (s $4.50; children and
senlor cltizens pay $2.50. .

Underwood says boating pumps $1 billlon
or more into the Michlgan cconomy. That
figures out to $1,600 for cach of Michigan's

600,000 registered boats, which sounds a bit
high unless you credit some folks' {ota) va.
cation expenditures to boatlng,

And If' you thought hoating was losing
popularity, ‘think ngain. According to a
Michigan State Universlty study, state
boaters logged 16.9 milllon boat days in
1980, an Increase of 23 percent from 1977,

Finanelng should be better thls year,
“Historleally, the arca banks that are Into
marlne lending will have some kind of low-
cr rate:-for 30-60 days during and followlng
the boat show,” Underwood sald.

‘This is the 25th annlversary of the boat
show, More than 750 watercraft ranging
{from nine to 44 feet wlll be on exhiblt —
along with accessorles and exhlblts,

THE CAMPER and Travel Traller Show
opens Feb, 11 [n the armoery at 15000 W.
Eight Mlle, Oak Park, and runs 10 days.

More than 800 recreation vehlcles and re-
lated exhibits will be on dlsplay, says David

S, Pickering, dircctor of the Michigan Asso-
clation of Recreational Vehieles and Camp-
grounds, also headquartered in Livonla.

Admissions are $3 general, $2 for kids
aged 6-12, and $1 for senlor cltizens.

1t'a a good spot to compare vaucs in RVs,
vans, motor homes, travel trailers, pop-up
tent campers and truck campers, Other ex-
hiblts are on campgrounds and suppliers.

THE OARLAND County Special Olym-
ples, scheduled for last weekend, has been
heduled o S: day, g lo-the
parks and recreation commmission. We
reelved notlce of the rescheduling too late
tosslip it inte Thursday's edition.

It will take place at Independence Oaks
County Park, Sashabaw Road 2% mlles
north of 1.75, Clarkston. Some 600 mentally
impalred persons from age 8 up will take
part in cross country. ski races, show shoe
runs and other contests.
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Bring your family
andjoin “‘our family”’!

Open House
Sunday, February 6, 1983

Talk, Tour, Observe,
Question, Share and Enjoy!

LOWER SCHOOL MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOLS
{Pre K-4) {Grades 5-8 and 9-12)
1:00-3:00 p.m, 2:30-4:30p.m.
3800 South Bradway Boulavard 22305 West Thirteen Mile Road
Birmingham 48010 . . Birmingham 48010
647-2522 . 848-7717

Detroit Couniry Day School

Next Admission Testing March 12, 1983
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