He died ‘with a lot of class’
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Cancer victim puts his experience on film

By Gary M. Cates
atatf writor -

“Ne m.t.m {san island.”
— John Denne

If Donne's statement ls true, then Bob
Calola was a continent.

Calola gave of kimsel{ nll his lite, ineluding
gliving Lo others n hls dea

The 32.year-old lormer Plymouth Town-
ship flrefighter died Wednesday In a Trav-
cm City Hospital. He was a victim of can-

Yet even [n death, Bob avercame he can-
cer Wl ed his swmm:h, spleen and
bone marrow,

“Inithe last hour of thls guy's life I saw
hope, encouragement and power,” said Con-
nle Newell,

Newell and Calola were working on a mov-
Ie exploring the devastating effects of can-
cér, "The filn festures candid discussions
Calola bad with some Traverse City high-
school students,

Calola and his wife Beverly moved to
Traverse Clty In December 1980, In August
of 1982, he was told he had cancer of the
...stomach.

He underwent surgery and was released
from the hospltal, After the surgery, Calola
and Newell declded to make the film.

“It Is one guy's cffort at sharing himself
openly, allowing himself to bo used to teach
these kids. Any question they wanted to ask,
he answered,” Newell safd,

Talking @ith students was something with
which” Bob was familfar, Durlng his elght
years as a township fivefighter, he frequently
g:‘d \ll’Blh to Plymouth-Canton Communlty

00ls,

“He was well knawn In the schools here, He
put on CPR classes and fire carcer talks,”
sald Township Fire Chief Larry Groth,

“He loved the kids and they wanied him
back — it's obvious by the leiters we
recelved,” Groth sald.

Calofa planned to film four scsslons with
the Traverse City students, Each of the ses-
slons was to deal with an aspect of Bob's re-
allzation of cancer — physleal, emotlonal,
mental, and lplrllunl.

"What we've got on film right now is two
sesslons in the high school,” satd Newell, a

nirse at O: Hosplml
in Traverse City.

“In the flrst one Bob looked great. He
talked abeut ‘What’s cancer?’ There were o
lot of laughs, a lot of horsing around, and &
lot ol gdod questlons from the kids,” Newet}

Thc need for chemotherapy postponed the
second fllming. The high-schoal students
learned of the uncertainty in a eancer vie-
umt life as they waited for the second film-

"I wanted the kids to understand that's the
1lfe of a cancer victim. We would plan somc-
thing 2nd God would say, ‘No, net today,"
Newell sald.

Bob wes a spiritual man who used prayer

23 ono method of dealing with hls disense,
sald Newell,

“I think Bob needed to do somethlng cre.
ative with death, rather than letlng it bo a
dawper.

“There was something in Bob um eald uxl.l
message was God's -~ thero's something
being done here that was bigger than him and
o was just an instrument. God changed the
plans s0 many times,” Newell sald,

Five days after the intense therapy ses.
slons, Catola returned to the school. He was
weaker and showing the effccts of the disease
which was slowly conquering his body.

‘The session dealt with the cmouonnl er-
{ects of cancer and death.

“God sald if ycu're going to talk about
emotions, we're golng to show wme " Newell
sald.

While there were some lght-hearted
moments, the sesslon was tense. Bob eded at
some points, at other polnts he sat In com-
plete silence. Sweat dripped from hls brow as
he apake.

‘The students probed Lhe thoughts of a man
facing death,

Just two week before his death, Bob tatked
wllh.n reporter from_ the Traverse City
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" Record Eagle, He told the reporter about

himself and the fllm.
*'Most of the questions had to do with death
bably because that's what I looked

“You have to have fun with thls. It's no blg.
last scene with the violins playlng,” Calola
told the reporter.

“T don't sce myscll a3 belng courageous at
all If I can help one person get out of the
hospital as fast aa I did or if I can help one
person bang on anather day longer, then the
whale project will ba worthwhlle,” ho sald.

Bob 2ald cancer was & positive atep in bls

Ufe,

“] feel a lttle bit better about myself now,
1scem to be able to go out of my way to give
someone a smile,” ho sald. “IU's a bclle: qunl-
ity of e

A deterlorating condition sent Bob to
Unlveristy Hospltal In Ann Arbor shortly af-
ter the second filming.

The doctors told Catola they couldn't do
anymore for kim. He was sent back to the
Traverse Clty hospital, Newell said. *

Calola was scheduled to go home the day

he dled. .
“He was high on going home. He put the

empknu on golug home," Newell safd of her
last visit with Bob.

“He.sald to me, *Connle, I'm golng home
today. l:"hen a mup!e minutes later he told

me a

“I umugm he' was forgetling he already
told me — because of the medieatlon, ¥ think
lw knew he was really- golng home,” Newell

Boh'- wlife and mother were in the hosplhl
room when he dled.

“He leaned back and sald 'T lnvé you, good-
bye,” Newell sald. “He dld it with o lot of
class. That was the message of his film, to
other cancer victims, do it with class.”

Calola's fllm is at a standsti)l — not be-
cause of hls death, but due to a lack of funds,

“"We need $6,000 to comp!ele the fitm,”
said Newell,

A Bob Calola Memorial Fund has been
atarted In the Plymouth-Canton community,
‘The donatlons will be used for completion of
Calola flnal project.

Monles can be sent to 935 Hartsough Court,
Plymouth, Inquiries about the fund can be di-
rected Lo Sandy Groth, 459-8512, or Paul Ral-
ney, 453-8585,
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Dramatic Expression (
in Casval Dining...
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