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The afternoon staff at Marillac
- Hall asks area resldents for donatlons
of materlals and equipment that
could be used in all types of arts and
* cralts projects,

“Whatever we get we'll flnd a way
0 put to use,” sald Ann Hamlln as she
attled oft a list that ran from fron-on
transfers to scraps of lace and ribbon

or trimming: from eraft kits to ero-

het hooks. .
She needs the ltems for the young
women who are awaiting the birth of
their bables in the Sarah Fisher com-
plex on Inkster Road, north of 12
 Mile,

e

2+, Marillae Hall suffered a $50,000
s cutback in funds from the United
<+’ Foundation this year, a sum i1 direc-

tor, Sister Kathryn Gordon, suspects’
“might be only the beglaning.”

“When the cutbacks camo there
wasn't enough meney left to buy em-
broldery thread, much less yarn,”
Hamlin sald. “We could use oodles of
yarn of any kind for needlepoint, for
knittlng, for rug hooking fn. any
:mnunu or color. Any leftovers wiil

o, .

“Our biggest Job Is to keep the girls
busy.” !

HAMLIN WORKS with Linda
Noble, Peggy Winget and Mary Ann
Mylenek on the 3-11 p.m. ahift, a perl-
od wben “{llling up the lelsura time is
crucial,” Slster Kathryn sald,

“Many who come here have never
done well In schoal; never attempted
anything that would give them a feel-
Ing of auccess upon completion. Many

‘In the time P've been here there has
maybe been a handful who couldn’t get
excited about anything. But most of
them are not only interested in learning .
new things, they are eager to try
something new, and in some cases

almost desperate to

have something to

\. - keép their hands busy.’

— Linda Noble

have just never had the opportunity to
look at a fInlshed product and view it
&5 a fob well done,” shosald, *

“Or get excited about it Noble

“In the time I've been here, there -

has maybe been @ handful who
couldn't get exclted about anythlag.
But most of them are not only inter-
ested [n learning new things, they are
eager to try something new, and In
some cases almost desperate to have

something to keep their hands busy,”

This s most evident when a crafts-
man from the community volunteers
to give a workshop, whether it be
quliting or making fabrlc pleture
(r?;nu or ‘candlewlcking, a staffer
satd.

‘The atalf of the afternoon shift also
welcomes skilled handcrafters who
would be wilting to set up a workshop
to teach the residents o new skill or
;rnn during the afternoon or evenlng

ours,

MARILLAC HALL houses a maxi-
mum of 25 pregnant women whose
average stay [s three to four months,

"“We had four deliverles this week
ond four admisslons this week and
lh}\‘: Is not unusual,” Slster Kathryn
sald,

Most of the residents are teen-
agers and alt of them, no matter what

age, attend classes in the hall glven
through Clarencevitle School Distrlct.

Each resldent gets an allowance of
# a week, which comes from fund
raising done by the Loulse de Marll-
lac Guild, .

“That’s hardly erough to buy sup-
plles to make a blb for the baby,
much less an afghan,” Mylenck said.
“The only glrls who are knitting now
are the ones who have thelr own mon-
ey tospend for yarn."”

Another small allowance for oute

" ings comes from the gulld, and often

it wilk purchase a gift, such as a game
table or a casetic player.

But Noble polnts out that because
the turn-over is so fast, It ls Important
to have a variety of craft materlals
on hand at all times.

“A lot of the girls got caught up in
dolng cressstitch recently but of
course this is not for everyone”

saan
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*Fantasticks’

(L]
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Nancy Gurwin Productions and Bots-
ford Inn Dinner Theatre have teamed
tp again after a hlatus that's been too
long for the Southlield resident whose
musicals and light comedies have
played to audiences throughout the
metropolltan area.

“This i3 my favorite place,” Gurwin
sald, speaking of the historic inn on
Grand River near Elght Mlle. “It's the
perfect size with perfect accousties and
ambience for dlnner theater.

"I wish I could stay in one place long
enough to sell scason tickets,” said the

actress and producer. “The job at hand
now Is to bulld up the momentum we

ﬁnncy Gurwin

Making it -

had when we left here flve-six years
ago.”

Gurwln is bullding up the momentum
with “Fanstasticks,” the Tom Jones
and Harvey Schmldt musical that holds
the record for the longest-running show
in the history of Amerlcan theater, atll)

"belng performed In the New York City
theater where it opened 23 years ago.

The show has an eight-member cast,
whieh is a large cast for dinner theater,
and a venture she Ilkens to “a Ben Hur
cple for me.”

Even so, though other locat dinner
theater companies have attempted

» “Fantastics,"”

Jody Maric of Pontlac plays
“The Giri” In the Tom Jonaa
and Harvoy Schmidt musical
Jonos and

musicals, Nancy Gurwlin Ps Is
the only one that has proved lis staylng
power bere. . ’

THE GURWIN productions are back
at the Botsford Inn for the third time,
but it is the first time that its owner Is
not tbe star of the show.

“I was a lot more nervous sltting in
the audlence than I've ever been get
ting ready to go on stage. I was a wreck
until the final curtain went down open-
Ing night,” Gurwlin sald,

Turning over the starring female
role of “Fantasticks” to Jody Marle
who plays “The Girl” is the flrst off-
ltng7e vacatlon Gurwin has had since
1977, -

All the while she was watching the
play opening night, she said her mind
was on the next preduction wondering
“'How am I golug to top this one? What
are we going to do next?”

The questions are a standard part of

*the Nancy Gurwin Productions slnce
its format has traditionally been to

also on
110 In tho Shade," “| Do, 1 Do,
and “Calobration,”

have two shows runnlng and another [n
rehearsals ot any one time alnce its in-
ception.

With its seven year history, the com-
pany ls Detrolt's oldest continuous-run-
ning dinner theater.

Gurwin credits this [n part by saying
“I'm more gdventuresome than most.
T've tackled a few musicals most din.
ner theater companles wouldn't touch.”

+ And in part by saylng, “I never do n
Neil Slman play, He's been dene and
done and done and done."

THURSDAYS and Sundays are dln-
ner theater nights iIn Botsford Inn
Coach House. Diner s served at 7 p.m.
and show time 1s 8:30 p.m.

Marle's costar In the musieal come-
dy is Tom Ferrettl whe plays “The
Boy.” Dave Bokas of takes

The cast is rounded out with Debarah
DeCeco Sekerak, Fran Loud, Dinnls
Murphy, Dike Dwelley and Dennis
George,

Edgar Guest 111, the company's resl-
dent director, Is asslsted this time
around by Nancy Brassert. David Wil
so0n, a musical director for Will.0-Way,
directs the music for “Fantasticks,"

Gurwin describes the show as “Ro-
mantle, magical, and funny in a warm
and wonderful way,

“It's the story of all our youths, what
we would ilke the world to be, but know

- that it cannot, It has a unlversal mes.

sage appealing to all ages and a won.
derful score.”
“F Icks” 13 sch to run

Dave Bokas of Southtiold takes
the role of “Tho Narrater” In the
Nancy Gurwin Production at
Botsford Inn Coach House. The
Southtleld-based Gurwin Pro-
ductions dinner theater is now
anterting ita seventh year of
continuous operation, at vari-
ous metropolltan Detroit loca-
tions,

ater, Gurwin sald, "One of my en-
trances was from the rear of the the-
ater where I had to make my way
through the tables to get to the stage.
We had a ecapacity seating of 180 and
were sold out,

“I had a hard time gotting to that
stage, but it was wonderful.”

DOVETAILING Into Gurwln's bopes
of “staylng in one place for a while"”
are the hopes of Jim Anhut, assistant
innkeeper for Botsford, who envislons a
““Theater Under the Stars” for the sum-
mer.

Anhut envislons the out-doar theater
Ercdlcn!cd on the success Oakway

through the end of March, “But we've
been held over before,” Gurwin sald.

the part of “The Narrator.”

Homemakers revive self

By Shirles Rose (den i
Btatf wrltor

arca went through our program and
now does work.”

Lonely, worrled women looking for

self-esteem and a way to support them-

- selves are finding help from a state.
. funded program,

;- In September, 1981, the Displaced

Homemaker Program was put into
* place at the Jewish Vocatlonal Service

and Communily Workshop, 25900
* Greenficld, Oak Park,

- It's outreach was to onc of the most
vulnerable groups in our soclety, dis.
placed homemakers.

. “There are 10 of these programs in

, the state,” said Rita Morse, job devel.
! opment and placement apeclalist for
> JVS,

' A displaced homemaker Is a wid-
' owed, divorced or scparated woman, or
a woman married to a totally disabled

- spouse, She must have been a home.

, maker for 10 years or more and lack
adequate skllls to secure gatnful, full-

. time employment.”

. -The criteria also provides that the
cllents must be no longer responsible
for dependent children, .

© 7. With Sherrl Lumberg of SouthHeld,

- -program coordinator, Morse worka

' with women from about 34 to 71, as-

, s¢ssing their skills and aptitudes, and
encouraging them unul they reach the

goal — a Job they can live with,

_*WE'VE placed a woman In a truck
driving job, others in tetephonc work,
~sales, bookkeeplng and computer jobs,”
Morse sald, .
+ .. *One 71-year-old woman irom this

Coming to the program, women are
{lrst assessed for aptltude, questioned
about Intercsts and given tosts for one-
and-a-half days,

“Then comes a very Intense cight-
day workshop,” Morse said, *We llst
cach clienl’s strength and skllls, work
on communlcation and even do some
assertivencss tralning. .

Morse came to the agency flve
months ago and hasn't gotten aver her
excltemnent yet. *It's the most exclting
Job I could have,”

A Southfleld resident, she is married
to Mark Morse, an attorney-litigator ln
a local law firm. They have four chil-
dren: Jordana, 9, and Staccy, 6, who at-
tend Akiva Day School In Lathrup Vil-
lage; Jonathen, 2, and Jacquellne, 1,

“I was pregnant all during my maa-
ter's program at Wayne, finished my
internship In my ninth month.” said
Morse, who did her undergraduate
‘work at the Hebrew Unlversity in
Jerusalem,

*I ALWAYS wanted to be a carcer
‘woman and have a famlly also. When |

came {0 work at JVS, I was still purs- *

{ng my daughter, Every day I would go
home for lunch to nurse.”

For Morse and Lumberg, the excit.
ing thing about the program ls not that
it is In place, but that it is worklng,
Each week, they watch as women work
up the courage to consider themselyes
ready to fly. Into the job markel and
even find jobs,

Ing job club which meets every
Wednesday and Friday. There, they can
look at a job board that lists possible
employment.

Placing that first phone can be very
threatenlng, Lumberg sald,

“One of the very Important things we
do s work on resumes, We glve them
samples and when they are satisfied
with thelr own resume, they look at the
job teads.

“Sometimes women develop thelr
own fobs, Once they have a focus they
can often flnd their own leads.

“The women work in a large room
with the materials they nced and with
several telephones. They can have pri-
vacy If they choose,”

WORKING WITH a small group in
the job elub one recent moralng, Lum-
berg smlled when Nora Zcllner exult-
ed: "I have an interview. It might be a
bookkeeping job,” she said.

In a true networking situatlon, she
recelved the tip from another job club
member who reads o newspaper she
docsn't get.

Zellner, who lives in Waterford, was
last employed in October, 1982 but the

job was temporary.

“Remember, Nora, you use all these
skilla now,” encouraged Morse, who
said that Zellner i3 starting computer
atudles very soon.

“Our program often leads to new
tralning or going back to school,” she
ald,

ing the p, the dis-
! placed homemakers work In an ongo-

her in “I Do,
I Do at the Botsford Inn Dinner The-

found when it played to an
unprecedented number In the coach
house’s garden last summer,

The idea Is an adventuresome one

that appeals to Gurwin who sald she al-
ready has "South Pacific” In mind be-
cause It would lend itself to the out-of-
doors and garden atmosphere.

)

Batsford Inn has offered dinner the-
ater, off and on, slace 1956, some of it
out-of-doors, but under a tent,

Costumes and praps for Nancy
Gurwin Producttons travel, some times
for one-night stands, In a mobile bome,

And though she says she Is equipped
to erect a show and get It going anew
every day if she had to, “Some of the
very costumey shows get to be a little
much. It would be nice to work up a
reputation in one spot and then not
have to leave it for a while," she sald,

Dinner and show package price is
$16.95. Reservatlons may be made by
calllng Botsford Inn, 474-4800,

esteem in jobs search
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n hasn't worked since she was a den-
tal asaistant and receptionist 23 yoara ago. But the

3

MINDY SAUNDERS .
stalf photographer -

Farmington resident keops tabs on the job board |
with hopes of getiing back in the job market. )



