@he Eccentric

entertainment

Ethel Simmons editor/644-1100

Thureday, February 10, 1983 OLE

(S.,F-7BXOpB

Publicity paves way for Oscar contenders

By Tom Panxenhsgen
speclal wiltor

OON EVERY FILMGOER worth
the salt on his popcorn wlll
have an opinlon on the Oscars,

And cntertainment writers,
feature writers, columnists, political
pundits — cven sports reporters — will
tell you who's going to win the annual
awards, But these seribes and would-be
crities all will have one advantege:
When they prediet their winners, the
nominees will have been announced,

It’s not hard to assess the flve noml-
nees in the four major categorles —
best {lim, director, actor and actress —
and then plck the favorlte, or perhaps
give the nod (o the “favored” darkhorse
nominee, and then elalm great insight
into the motlon picture business when
thtee plcks out of four prove providen-

Whal i3 diffleult, however, is picking
the nominces. Now that demands both
Enslght and a genulne passion for publle
rldicule. So without further ado and for
the flrst time anywhere, here's a llat of
for this year's Acad

e
Awards,

FO PE'I' FILM the nominees are:

“Gundhl"

# “Sophle's Choice™
® “Tootsie”
® “The Verdiet"

One factor permeates the three gen-
eral types of films represented by these
nominations: publicliy. Every pl:lum
on this best-film llst has

have to see the pletures to know what
they're about or how good they are.
Medla hype made the films Oscar con-
tenders, even though only twe or three
of them are gcnulnc]y potentinl award-
winning works.

Regarding Lhe fllm types: “Sophie’s
Cholce," “Tootsle” and *“The Verdict”

are Oscar contenders because they are |

star vehicles. Each features a major
star in “an Academy Award perform-
ance,” 50 it follows ~ unnaturaily —
that the Hims themselves are “Acade-
my Award fllms.”

“Gandhl" qualifles as an eplc work
~ “20 years in the making,” as the ads
procialm — and also becauso of iis
epic, larger-than-life qualltles. And
“ET." of course, makes the Mst be-
cause iU's the most popular ftlm of all
time, and the Academy Is not about to
tell mll!lom of flimgoers that they've
bcc: paying $4 to sec a sccond-rate

H there's a darkhorse bet It's “Miss-
ing," the little-publicized fitm by dirce-
tor Costa-Gavras. Unfortunately,
“Mlssing” premiered a full year ago,
and It’s unllkely that Oscar voters can
remember that far back,

FOR BEST DIRECTOR the nomi-
nees are:
L) mchnrdMunborough “Gandhl"
® Sldney Lumet, “The Verdiet”
@ Alan Pakula, “‘Saphic’s Cholce*
* @ Sldney Pollack, “Toolsle"”
@ Steven Spletberg, “E.T.

No surprises here; all the directors
come from the best-fllm nominees.

much press that flimgoers mnlly dldn't

Richard A 'a 20 years of
work will not go unrewarded. Sldney

Lumet and Sidney Pollack have paid
thelr dues with strings of successful
and critieally acclaimed flims, and Ste-
ven Splelberg can't be denled — not
with “E.T." nearing the $200 million
mark. That leaves a3 the floal choice
Alan Pakula, who's handicapped by too
few past hils and mixed reviews for
“Sophle'a Chofce.” Still he flgures to
beal out Costa-Gavras, who's been
“missing” from Hollywood clrctes for
the lost year.

FOR BEST ACTOR the nomlnces
are:

Pustin Hoffman, “Tootsie™

® Ben Kingsley, “Gandhl”

® Jeremy Irons, “Moonlighting”

® Pavl Newman, “The Verdict"

@ Peter 0'Toole, “My Favorite
Year

*Moonlighting” 1s an English {lim
that's prospered from wonderful word-
of-mouth, It hnsn't played In many
markets but already is being touted as
a best forelgn-fllm nominee and possl-
ble best-film contender, The former Is
Ukely, the Iatter unlikely; and Jeremy
Irons, who stal In last year's “The
French Licutenant’s Woman,” at least
should gerner a best-actor bid. .

Dustin Hoffman, Ben Kingsley and
Paul Newman are can’t-mlss nominees
for their “star-vehlcle” performances.
Kingsley’s newcomer status wiil work
agalnst him in the best-actor vating but
won't prevent him from winnlng a
nomination. Newman certalnly will get
a bid — not ony beecause he did an ade-
quate job in “The Verdict” but because
he’s been denled an Cscar 80 many
times before. 1t Is, after all, a Holly-

wood tradltlon {o reward longevity.

Hoffman ks the most-certaln shoo-ln
and Peter O'Toole the greatest
longshot for nomlnatlons, but Tinsel
Town loves an actor who plays a drunk
{witness Dudley Moore's acclalm for
"Arthur’), so O'Toole scems the likely
1lfth chofce.

FOR BEST ACTRESS the nomlnces

® Jessica Lange, “Tootsie"®

® Meryl Streep, “Sophie's Cholee”
® Debra Winger, “An Officer and a
Gentleman™

It's the safest bet since Heary Fonda
for “On Golden Pond” that Meryl
Streep will win for “Sophle's Chalee,”
although that really docsa't concern us
here. Jessica Lange, who won notoricty
for “Tootsic™ and praise for her por-
trayal of actress Frances Farmer (in a
(Ilm relcased in select markets In order
to quallfy for the Oscars), could win an
Osear bld for clther film, hence the as-
terisk next to her name. Debra Winger
deserves, and wlll get, a nomination for
her flue performance [n the best-llked
sentlmental {llm of the year, “An Offl-
cer and a Gentleman.”

Because it was a lean year for ac-
tresses — and because no forelgn ace
tress distinguished herselt, as is so fre-
quently the case — the Academy llkely
will compensate Susan Sarandon for
her loss last year, when she should have
won best actress for “Atlantic Clty,”
with a nomlnation cven though her
work In “Tempest" wasn't exactly sier-
Ung.

Dustin Hoffman is a struggling actor who masquerades as a wom-
an and Sydney Pollack is o New York agent in “Tootsle,” The film,
its atars and director are likely to bo ameng Oscar contenders.

The flnal spot boils down to Sissy
Spacek ("Mlssing”) and Julle Andrews
(“Victor, Victorta™), Spacek is the prob-
able {lith nominee — once agaln her
selecllcn would be a surer bet had not

“Missing” been released so long ngo.
Andrews turned heads with her por-
trayal of a woman dlsguised as a man
disgulsed as a woman, but “Victor, Vie-
torla” Is nearly as eld as “Missing,”

and Andrews' performance in It not
quite so distinguished as Spacek’s,

The actual nominations are due out
Feb. 17. After that the Oscars are any-
body's guess.

(Tom Panzenhagen is a frec-
lance editor and film reviewer. He
writes a weckly movie column that
appears in many of the Observer &

_ Eccentric newspapers.)
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“HAPPY HOUR"
Two For One
e 4 pm4o 8 pm Dally
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Wae're noted for our

excellent prime rib,

ateaks, fresh ssafoods,

bountiful salads

and irresistible
home m.

desserts.
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OnValentmes Day,

lovers
at Steak and Ale.

Remember Videntine's Day is Monday, Februaey 14,
Make your reservations varly,

'STEAK et ALE

32750 Concord Drive, Madison H:m,hu 5884450
(At 14 mile ~ East of I-7:
oad, Falmmg(on Hll!s #476-8440
{At 12 mile and 696 Express
24666 Northwestern nghwz;,Soulhftld 3537448
(South of 10 mile Road)
40347 Ann Arbor Raad, Plymouth 453-8080
(G l~275)

© 19K S&A Restaurant Corp

dine

Hotel sccommodations

422.22 per person nighl

WOODWAR

RGMANCE
FOR YOUR
VALENTINE

SUITES FOR YOUR SWEET
fnclude champogne,
candles and continental breakfast. Valid Priday through Monday.
tly, based on doudl
a1pecial Valentine's Day menu In our fine cestaurant.

Ringsley Inmn

fresh Nowers, Valeatine

le accupancy. Alie lmunng

This \';cekenu any
weekend, set sait on the
S.S. Hyatt Reqenny fora
fabulous weekend in
**Paradise.” Whelher you
prefer 10 go full steam

Friday

*luxurious accommodalions for iwo

*admission to the exciting Cocktail
Theatre

*wine and cheese “welcome
aboard" party

*$25 In Hyat! “Fun Money™"

Plus —

Hyall
It’s Allardable.

1-800

3149

Twonlghts — based  Oi7ECLOr will help you plan a
ondouble eccupancy perfect weekend in Paradise.
Your tinarary includas:
Saturday
luxurious accommodations lor two
*exolic Paradise dinner bufiet
*an evening of dancing to an

= chel’s demonsiralions
*aerobic dancing by Filnesse

fult pruwlcges toall ot Hyatt's gmal facilities — including heated
pool, relaxing sauna and whiripool

**Part-'0"-Paradise” Package — $98 Dased on double occupancy. Inciudes
Fua Maney!* tull Hotel privileges and all Saturday activities. s Fun.

For m1ormauunuand reservalions — call (313) 593-1234 or Toli Free

HYATT REGENCYE)DEARBORN

ahead with our planned
aclivitles — or drilt through
Hyall’s many activities on
your owa, your social

authentic Caribbean Steel Band

" INFAIRLANE TOWN CENTER

« FRESH RAINBOW T

SAUTEED SEA S
* FRESH FLOHIDA GROUFER
*+ FRESH FLORIDA KINGFISH

BENJIE’

o g

* FRESH FILET OF BOSTON SCROD
+ FRESK SALMON STEAK

« FRESH FILET OF PICKEREL

+ FRESH FILET OF WHITEFISH
TROUT

+ FRESH FILET OF LEMON 8018

. FRESN FILET OF LAKE PEECH

CALLOP:
. BOILED SHRIMP -

s RESTAUFIANT

mmmﬂ!l C‘l'lwl ROap
682-7730
SULLES CBNYS LAY S01ETRE
Y
Datied « {uod

* HALIBUT STEAK

Wwwwmwg

MARVING

NEW YORK DEL!
FREE GLASS OF WINE with YOUR DINNER ENTREE,
- Good for you and your Vs’gntine -
with this coupon on

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1983
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No Reservations Needed
30100 Telegraph Road
North of 12 Mile
Birmingham
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A SPECIAL VALENTINE MENU
Saturday, February 12

and

February 14

A LOVE AFFAIR WITH FINE DINING
. Call 642-1373 for Reservations
30100 Telegraph Road

North of 12.Mile
Birmingham
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