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Council overrules bureaucrats in si

J
residents presented petitlons signed by
1,100 persons. ‘The petitions urged
councll members to install eight stop

.- For hi in Farmi
Hills' Hollywood subdivision, a celebra-
tion at Dunleavy'a Pul
marked the victorious end of a year-
and-half-long atruggle with clty offi-
clals to get stop signs installed at sub-
dlvision Intersections,
2 Two children bave' been struck by
-gars In the nelghborkood, one of whom
now in o body cast.
At Monday's elty council meeting,

llgsml':zlhn for th Inelud:
pokespersons for the group uded
Al Lanlgan, principal of Larkahire Ele-
mentary. Many of the ehlidren In the
subdlvision attended Larkshire,

The subdlvision Is near Nine and 10

Mile, Orchard Lake and Middlebelt *
Roads.

Tha council's unenimous vote iy fa-
vor of the homeowners slgnaled defeat
for Farmington Hills city manager

Garbage rules
get once-over

By M.B. DIllon Ward
staff writor

At Monday's legistative sesslon,
Farmington Hills councll member
Charles Willlams blasted the clty’s
refuse collection policy for excluding
apartments and businesses from ita
trash plckup program,

. Unanlmously, the council voled to
have clty officials assist a committee
formed recently by the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com.
meree {o study the issue,

‘The city currently provides trash re-
moval to single famlly realdences and
pays for It with an ad valorem tax of
all F

gton Hills more
than $800,000 annually for refuso col-
Ieetlon froin the .city’s 14,000 slogle
family resldences. Addlng apartment
pickups would Increaso the blll by

$200,000, sald assistant city manager .

Wllliam Costlck.

Several apartment owners, including
the Beztak Co., owner of Muirwood
Apartments, have sued the clty. The
awners are charging that the pollcy is
d y, Hlegal and
tonal. The casc ks scheduled for trial
Tuesday before Oakland County Clreult
Court Judge Robert C, Anderson.

“The question involved Is whether
the present clty policy s fair and equi-
table in light of the Beztak suit and in-
quirles that I have made regarding
commereial trash pickup on behalf of
the chamber of commerce,” sald Wil-
llams, who also Ia president of the local
chamber,

Willlams suggested that a group of

rom the Hills

city officials appear before the cham-
ber In the near future to report on its
findings. .

He estlmated that ome-elghth of
property taxes paid by business and
apartment complexes fund clty gar-
:nge pickup for single famlly real-

iences, -

City trash collectors will pick up
apartment refuse if all of the garbage
from an apartment Is put In one pite,

Councll member Jan Dolan eredited
former mayor and council member
Earl Opperthauser for devislng the
plan which proved “less costly for
houscholds,” but created “questions
that never really have been resolved.”

“T think we should step back sinca
this bas been brought to a head and at
least give businesses and
ownery a chance to state.thelr case. No
matter what wo do, they will have been
heard,"” sald Dolan,

Councilmember Donn Wolf opposcd
Wlilliams' suggestlon that clty officinls
appear,before the chamber, But he sakd
be saw “no problem in Jooking Into it."

“Studles show wa're ot terribly out
of whack' hers, but If res(dents are
derlving greater beneflt than commer-
clal-Industrial {wsers), then maybe that
Is't falr, T have no objectlon to looking
Into how equitable this Is, and making
1t more equitable,” sald council mems.
ber Jack Burwell. .

Mayar Fred Hughes quuuonm‘i
whether the council could take any ac-
tlon with 2 lawault pending,

Please turm to Page 4-

Graduate jobs
looking better

-Fiity-one percent of those avallable
for work held full-time jobs nine
months after thelr graduatlon, a Farm-
ington Publlc Schools survey of June
1981 graduates of high school vocation-
2l programs shows, -

The survey shows that 4.2 percent
were unemployed and looking for
work,

“I am particularly pleased with thls
year's unemployment rate, especlally
at a time whea the Inbor market Is so
bleak," said Ear] Baumunk, director of
vocational education.

““This not only speaks well for the
students but for the quallty of vocation-
al programs as well."

The follow-up survey, which takes

place nine months after graduation, ls
designed to Indlcate how well the pro-
gram bas served the graduate, Bau.
munk said the recent report had a re-,
sponss rate of 80 percent. -

The survey reports there were 25
percent more students working both
full and part time than in 1980, Bau-
munk safd the flgure may reflect a
need for moncey for schooling.

Of the students who were employed
full time, 76 percent were working in a
Job related to thelr classroom tralning.
Sixty-four percent of those who contine
ued their cducation were enrolled in re-
lated college programs.
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:oral quarrel

Give us your ideas
for Festival fun

“This year's Farmington Founders'
‘estival [s hoping to bave some new
{eaturcs along with the favorile tradi-
tonal fare. Hut the committee swould
1ike to hear some of your ideas, -
5o here is your chanco (o help make
the FI‘:‘:u"l'cw: better than it bas

past years, .
! \This woek's Oral Quarrel question is:
v . :
! WHAT NEW ACTIVITIES WOULD
t: 5

e

YOU LIKE T SEE AT THE FARM.
INGTON FOUNDERS' FESTIVAL?

WHAT OLD IDEAS WOULD YoU

LIKE SEEN THROWN OUT?

You bave untll 1 p.m. on Friday to
call 477-5498 ¢o give your answer, You
will have 30 seconds to answer the
question. X :
- Look in Monday’s Farmington Ob-
server for tho answer,

Lawrence Savage and dircctor of pub-
lle services Thomas Blasall, Both op-
posed stop signy and favored yield
slgns. Both said they based thelr oppo-
sitlon on guldelnes outllned In the
Michigan Manual of Uniform ‘Traffic
Conttrol Devices.

“Our recommendations arc based on
« » » the accepted method for the deter-
mination of stop and yleld sign Joca-
Uons," Blasel] said.

Blasell pointed to & Troy study which
sald that “placlng stop signs for speed
control tends ta increase penk spoeds

rmington, Michigan

« « .« {the study) showed an alarmingly
high disobedicnce rate for thesa slgns,”

Lanigan sald he knew of such studles
and hud almilar informatlon from Livo-
nla and Oak Park.

But even if only 50 to 60 percent of
the cars stop at the stop signs, the resl-
dents’ objectives would have been met,
he said, ) .

Lanigan sald he lcarned from the
state highway department that “people
do not bave to remove their foot from
the accelerator at yleld signs.”

“We're trylng malaly to get kids to

and from school. This would afford a
little more safety in gotting them
there,” Lanlgan sald,

Councillman Jack Burwell sald thnt
stop slgns placed where motorists least
expect them cause drivers to.pay less
attentlon than they otherwise would.

Homeawners' spokesperson Herb
Ballko called the stop signs a “self-im-
posed action.” “Peaple In our sub know
the school hours,” he satd.’ .

Savage said ho wondered if residents
would want (he stop signs even if they

aton Obgerver

mmesies (ion Carpecatian. AL (ghts Reserved.

gn flap

knew the signs might lead to n;mm ac-
cidents in the subdlvision,

"Right now, with yleld slgns the way
they are, several times I've slammed -
on the brakes when I had the right of
way,” responded Baliko, "I'd rather
have stop algns — if they hit me, thay
were supposed to stop.”

Savage sald he was upset that tho
city's Intent was being misinterpreted,
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The L d a floatt

By M.B. Dlllon Ward
alaH writor

customars on its uppor and lower decks.

Eatery alive after long struggle

per

tion of the money and fought off a re-
elfort by Detrolt-Windsor

This summer when the gangplank is
plopped down to mark the second chris-
tening of the Lansdowne, a planned
floating restaurant, attorney Lee J,
Kleln will have every right to feel
smug.

The longtime Farmington Hills resi-
dent has spent close to 500 hours in and
out of court keeping the 99-year-ald
paddle wheel ferry, now: moored per-
manently at the foot of Hart Plaza,
financlally afloat.

Largely because of his efforts, fun-
seeking Detrojters will be able to while

ale on the vessel's glagsed-in upper
deck, or descend to the lower deck for o
mﬁfmu]y-prlccd or haute culsine
m

What makes the gridiron-sized Lans-
dawne speclal, says princlpal Detrolt
city planner Alexander Pollock, is her
rich hlatory.

Nomed for Marques de Lansdowne
who served as Cancda's fiith governor
gencral in 1780, the rallroad ferry
was developed durlng the industrial
revolution, It boasts one of the fow ex-
isting steam reclprocating cngines,
noted for [ts alngle piston 46 inches In
dlameter, Pollock aalg.

FROM 1834 until the 19603 when one
of Its two englnes exploded, the Canadi.
an Natlonal Rallread shipped heavy
{relght botween Windsor and Detrolt on
the Lansdowne.

In 1970, she was 20ld as surplus to
the Detrolt-Windsor Barge Co. and lat-
er purchased by Detroit developers Jo-
“seph Evanski and Robert Davis,

Their project went Into dofautt in

creditors unable to recover nearly hatf
a million dollars they'd invested,
He eventually collected a major por-

away the coektail hour listening to mu- pf

boat ba;

1980, and Kleln was approached by .

Barge + which he sald was still owed
$80,000 by the developera,

After Qakland County Cireult Court
Judge Allce Gilbert appolnted a recely-
er to preserve the value of the weath.
ered and worn Lansdowne, Kleln em-
barked on a search to {Ind another de-
veloper.

"WE CAME TO the realization that
the onty likellhood the people we repre-
sented would get thelr moncy was if we
found a buyer,” explained Kicln. Credl-

at the foot of Hart Pioza, will have room when it's

Tallichet's offer of $392,000 — sub-
mitted on the condltfon that govern-
ment flnancing be made avallable —
was the only one recelved. The deal
gelled wlih the issuanco of general rov-
enue bonds by the city of Detrolt and a
$175,000 urban development grant that _
flnanced the extension of water, gas
and electriclty lincs to the riverfront.

It's expected that 140 local Jobs will
be supplled by the restaurant, which
wlll seat 1,000 customers.

Arrangements are set for the use of
§00 parking spaces in nearby lots by

tors included Indlviduals as well as
steel, clectric and construction compa-

es.
Donning salesmen’s bats, Kleln and
Blrmingham attorney Martin M. Doc-
toroff, the Lansdowne'a recelver, trled
fo entico local restaurateurs into devel-
oping the floating eatery. ’

“Wo wanted to go o them first be-

cause they're local and experienced. -

But we couldn't seem to get them Inter~

ested. The lack of response just amazed.

us,” Kleln sald. The cost of finishing the
rely-begun renovation (projected for
completion In Junce) carrles about a $2
milllon pricetag, estimates Pollock.

His faith in the development unshak-
en, Kleln sought out-of-state buyers. He
sensed the scarch was over when David
Tallichet, president of Speelalty Res.
taurants Corporation of Long Beach,
Calif, and a former World War 1T fight.
cr pitot, travelled to Detrolt to survey
the vessel,

WITH NEARLY 70 seafood restay.
rants across the country, many located
near alrports, Speclalty Restaurants
recorded sales exceeding $4 mitllon in
1981,

“I flew out to see Dave in Californla
last January, and after talking to hlm
for three days, I convinced him to
make a bid,” sald Kietn,

goers, who may opt for
valet service.

“This s golng to add a tremendous
visual amblence to the riverfront
which is ono of the greatest assets we

RANOY DORST/atatf photographer
complated to seat 1,000

have going for us,” said Pollock,

“Itll provide Interesting things for
people to do and preserve a dittle bit of
Detroit and Windser heritage.”

‘THE LANSDOWNE will serve Cana-
dinn patrons and offer the people who
come to Red Wing hockey games or
Cobo Hall someplace to have dinner, he
added. Culslne will Include cverything
from hamburgers ta steak, lobster and
boulllabaisse,

Pollock promises patrons the “Lans.
downe decor won't be hokey.

“It was a workhorse vesscl, not a
pleasure ship. The restaurant ls going
to have a warm but very $lmple decor
with a motlf that's nautical and also
reminiscent of the rallroad,” he said,

Atlernay
Detrolt’a

nv umml dhotographer
Lee J, Kiein has spent 500 hours in legal time keeping
' d 1 the L 6

afloat.
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"COULDN'T BELIEVE IT1"
“Sald the car In 1 hourt” R,
Night was delighted with tho
rasponse of the Obsorver &
Eccantric “Automotive/Trans-
portation" classliied ad placed
to soll e Chevrolat Caprice.

Romember...
One call
does it alll
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Savings and loan

] _

gets new backers

Metropolitan Savings Association of
Farmington Hills has been seized by

tomers are concerned, only the name, -
will change.

d M

federal as angd
merged into one of the country's larg.
eat savings and loan associations, Em.
plre of America, FSA (Federal Savings
Azsoclation).

Depositors’  accounts, along with
loans and other accounts, were auto-
matically transferred to Empire last
Saturday, when the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board announced the merg-
er,
Benjamin L. EMer, now president of
the Mlchigan Division of Emplre, as-
sured depasitors they won't lose moncy
and sald M wlll

4

e 31 tan, the
10th largest sayings and loan in {he
state, Is the second Michigan savingy
and lean acquired by Emplre In the
past alx months. .
Empire merged with Southfield'y
American Federal Savings and Loan
Assoclation last August, when Ameri.
can Federal was Michigan'y fifth larg.
est savings Institution. Emplre alio ac-
quired two other savings and loans in
Florida and Toxas last August. It I
now the flfth largest savings and loan
assoclation in the country, actording to
& representative, -
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