MINDY SAUNDERS/statt photographoe
ards aro a popular pastime at the Cavendlsh.

MINOY BAUNDERS/stalf pholographer

Carol Hamilton of
Southfield helps Je!-
frey Starr koep
things rolling at the
¢lub.

Cafbeds ‘ os‘ along

By Bharon Dargay
ataf! writer

Say checkers, and you may immedlately think of
oldtimers gathered round the potbellled stave,
clattering thelr game pleces along a wooden board,
alpping sasparilla and trading tall tales,

Today the cracker-barrel seats have given way to
games tables and folding chalrs. Oldtimers stiil
abound, but the game 1s backgammon or bridge, Al-
though the trapplngs have changed, the local card
club still Is coming up aces.

*It's a place {o relax and have a good time. We

Starr, who grew up *hanglng around bowllng ale
leys and card clubs,” and later played professional
bridge, sald many scrious playera have taken thelr
games to private country clubs.

“THE GAMES AREN'T any less popular than
they were years ago, but my main competition is
with the private clubs. This is not a Jucrative busi-
ness. You can’t charge prohibltive fees.”

Playcrs pay $1.25 per hour for the and

just to watch the game. And novices stop by to watch
the better game players.”

Although bridge Is a favorite among Cavendish
regulars, the club has its share of plnochle, rummy
and peker players.

The Cavendlsh attracts game devotees — ranglng
from teen-agers to senlor cltizens — from as far
away as Flint. The club {s busy from about £ p.m. —

camaraderie. Tournament {ees vary,

Starr admita that fewer young persons are attact-
ed to card and board games teday. The Saturday
night poker game among college students bas glven

owner of the Ca

bave between 60 and 100 regutars, but there are no  way to “Pae-Man® and “Donkey Kong.”
members. This is a publlc club,” sald Jeffrey Starr, . Ho sald cxperts must be willing to share thelr

Y

and backgammon club.

30065 hived

Starr bought and renovated the club, located at

bridge wlith fledgling players if the games are to
survive,

“Backgamunon Is a popuar game because it's fast,

. months ago.

our thing.”

Julie Becker of West Bloomlluld‘chompa on a cigar while contem-

plating his carda.

Know bef _rlz_ﬁlizg
How new provisions
will affect taxes

By Mary Klemic
statf writer

If you were unemployed, both you and your
spouse worked, or you were slngle and earned a
total Income of less than $50,000 last year, you may
be affected by several new tax laws and provislons.

That's the word [rom tax and accounting officials -

this year as the annual push to flle taxes heats up.

As just one example, Indlvidual taxpayers this
year may be able-to deduct job hunting expenses.
But they could also face taxes an the combined
amounts collected from unemployment beneflts
and income from an occasional job.

Job hunting expenscs Inelude employment agen-

cy fees; the amount spent for typing, printing and
malling resumes; and travel and transportation ex-
penses for new employment.
. *Deductible {itemns) may include traveling to a
new home, moving the houschold or house-hunting
trips before you move,” sald Walter Dunnigan, dls-
triet public atfairs officer for the Internal Revenue
Service.

. THE TOTAL amount from

cal Responslbillty Act of 1982, was bullt to improve
taxpayer compllance.
: Under ERTA, taxpayers who don't itemlze de-
ductions for charitable contributions are allowed to
make a 25 percent maximum deductlon on $100,
This provislon wilt explre In 1586.
{ A NEW FORMULA has been established under
ERTA to caleulate child care credit. It allows 30
percent of employment-related expenses of persons
with Incomes of $10,000 or less.
' The credit is reduced by 1 percent for cach
$2,000 of income more than $10,000, and will be 20
percent for persons with adjusicd gross incomes of
more than $26,000,
£ TEFRA atlempts to Improve taxpayer compli-
ance by fmp g the withholding and
reporting systems, increasing penaltics and revis-
Ing the withholding rule for penston distributions.
The law provides for a limlted system of with-
holdlag on Interest and dividends for payments
made after June 30, 1083. Beglinning July &, federal
income tax wlill generally be withheld on interest
and dividends at a 10 percent rate.

to the req In-
clude whose lability was less than $600

and

fncome would be taxable if it exceeds $12,000 on a
single return and $18,000 on a jolnt return, accord-
Ing to Certifled Public Accountant James Cagney,
of the Southfleld {lrm of Fox and Company.

. A deduction Is now avallable for a married cou-
plo In which both partners work. The deduetion Is
equal to 5 percent of the carnings of the spousg
with lesser Income, up to $1,500. This will be In-
creased next year lo 10 percent, with a limlt of
$3,000, Dunnigan said.

y "It's an attempt to make some equity between
higher aingle (tax) rates and lower marricd rates,”
Cagney sald. .

+ A one-page, 11-lined tax form called 1040 EZ has
been introduced this year. The form may be used by
single persons who are clalming only their own per-
sanal exemptlon, with a total income of less than
$50,000, .. .

i “We antlcipate that around 20 million indlviduals
will quallfy for the use of that form,” Dunnigan
sald. “As of Jast Friday, about one-third of those
{iled were on Form 1040 E2.*

i He added that to date, one in cach 25 of those
uslog the new form has an ervor, compared to the
érror rate of one In 10 for the regular 1040-A form.

| Slgnlficant changes were made by two recent

w3, ERTA and TEFRA. -

| ERTA, or the 1981 Economle Recovery Tax Act,
ras designed to assist the economic recovery of all
fevels of business. TEFRA, the Tax Equity and Fis-
]

1

{or slngle returns and less than $1,000 for Joint re-
turns, and Indlvidunls 65 years of age or older with
a llability of less than $1,500 on a single return and
less than $2,500 on a jolnt return. In both of these
exceptlons, an exemption certificate must be filed.

Under the 1aw, the reporting of payments of in-
terests has been expanded. New or extra reporting
requlrements have been imposed on the payment of
interest, gross tips, payment for services, gross
proceeds from broker transactions and state and
local tax refunds.

THE LAW attempts to improve general report-
ing by incroasing penalties for falture to file infor-
mation returns.

The Internal Revenue Service has a number of
assistance projects to help taxpayers.

New this year Is the IRS’ “Outreach” program, in
which workera go into varlous locations in com-
munltles to help with tax questions on the spot, Out-
reach locations ean be obtained by calling, tolt free,
800-424-1040.

! Taxpayers with push button phones can call Tel-
‘Tax at 961-4262 for messages on how Lo obtain in-
formation on different tax toples.

Indlviduals are tralned to prepare returns for
others through Volunteer Income Tax Asslstance
(VITA). Tax counsellng for the clderly 1s also avail-
able.

began sponsoring . biweekly

and d ds skil}, yet is partly based on luck. The leas-
a few player has a chance.” .

Novicea can learn more about the game through

“My best friend owned the place for eight years.  private lessons, or by attending six-week classes, An
He moved and the absentee landlord on, o 3

just wasn't working out,” the Southfleld man said. “It  $18. Or players may pick up some biots just by
wus gettlng rundown. We needed a'nice place to do s

). cosis

watching,
*A lot of older gentlemen come In, some of them

'OU grob the
Wwall Street Journat
ond wsh to lhe
office in your 'new,
red convertible and
ANNE KLEIN suit.
What a way
to stas! the dayl.
The fitted blazer, -
$320. Long pencll
slim skirt, $140. Both In
ivory wool gabardine.
Slzes 4 to 12, Plus the
perfect top oplion: a
knitied, block cofton
tank, works non-stop
day into evening, $90.
sizes 5:M-L. The
Woodward Shops ot
Norihiond and Eastiand.
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N &l§ ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours ¢ day. 7 days a week
In Metro Detroit, call 569-2454. Elsewhere, order toll-free 1-800-233- 200
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the who don't go to bars after work
start coming (0" -~ until the players leave, generally
around mldnlght.

Backgammon and card players meet In scparate
rooms (o keep the nolse of clattering backgammon
pleces to a minimum,

“In the Detrolt area, there's no backgammon club
per se. There may be half a dozen bridge clubs but
there’s 1o real competition (with the Cavendish),

“This {s & friendly and nice place to be. If you
could sce how rundown it looked before, you'd be
amazed by tha difference,” Starr sald.

*“I just want to spend a couple years here and see It
Tcanbulldup » ;

The club is open from noon through midnight das-
1y. Tournaments are held at 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays and at 1:30 p.m. on Sundays,



