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Chimney sweeps increase ho

Sweep, Inc, & new chimney-cleaning
business. They recommend that homes
‘owners have their chimneys cleahed at
least once a year before the “burning
scason” starts in Seplember and have

By Mary Kismlo
staff writer

'Chlﬁlney sweeps” may ‘b to
mind characters lr‘:m a Mary gggpm

or Charles Dickens story, but cleaning  them inspected after that, -
your ey is really a serious, prac-
tical idea for the moders homeawner,
S0 say Redford Township residents
Riy and Marie Glireath, who, with
Larry Lapeer, form High Hat Chimney

“Tars and chemicals will colléet In
the flue¢ lining itself,” Ray Gllreath
sald, “The more time, they can con-
dense and build up on the walls.

“If a person doesn’t have a chimney

five, that doesn’t mean it shouldn't be
leaned.” .

<
Slace Dec. 1, three fires In Redford
Township were caused by chlmney
fires, sald Fire Inspector James Sigler,
Sigler confirmed bow dangerous such
blazes can be. .
“Ita a real serious flre,” he sald,
“You can end up with a structure fire,
If they aren't caught In time, you can
lose a wholo bullding because of that.”
‘Temperatures in o chimney fire ‘can
g0 s high as 4,000 degrees Fahrenhcit.
Flres this hot, even If bricf, can heat
masonry chimnoys enough te ignlte
combustibles. Small éracks in masonry

can allow fire through.

Chimney flres are caused by accu-
mulatfons of so0t and creosote, which
are formed during the Incomplete com-
bustlon of wood. The soot and creosote
bulld up into a highly Mummable coat-
ing.

Creosoto may be deposited as o shi-
ny, hard coating or a thick, flaky cruat,
As the chimney warms — from subso-
quent flres, for example — the ereo-
sote may be altered chemically and fi-
nally ignite, easlly spreading up the en-
tire chimney. The more it burns, the
hotter it gets. ,

Besldes belng dangerous, an accumu-

meowners’ safety

“of air a minute, Gllreath sald. “We

lation of crecsote can affect the effi- . )
- guarantee wo won't leave'a mess [h

clency of the fireplace or stove,
Gilreath sald, He sald that one-fourth
an inch of creosate bulldup will reduce
cificlency by 10 to 15 perceat. !

The chimney cleaning process can
take between 30 and 90 micutes. In the
{irst step, the sweeps spread tarps (0
protect the furnlture and floor, and
shinc & flashlight up into tha flue to ex-
amine [t and see if a cleaning s neces.
sary, A large vacuum Is turned on dor-
ing the actual eleaning to prevent dust
and soot from flying into the alr,

Tho one-horsepower motar on the -

High Hat vacusm moves 700 cuble feet

I

their home," be sald.
“Everybody's surprised there isgt
one bit of a mess,” Marie Glireath sald,
Most of the cleaning work Is. done:
from the Inalde, The sweeps use differy
ent-slze brushes with flexible, adjusq)
able handles to reach into the' Ll
Gllreath zaid High Hat sweeps will:
rarely climb on the roof, both for safe.
ty reasons and because “people don'ti
really appreciate your climbding on:
thelr roof.” If the flue goes off on ax.
Ry
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