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Rob Falls

. o
1983 Founders® Fesitval, and why he i3

Festival chief vows

By Mary Klemle
staff writer

The F F Hills

Falls, 31, an account exceutive with
the publlc relations firm of Anthony M.
France Inc., s:sld total involvement is

tot

area means something speclat to Rob
Falls, which Is why he accepted the all-
ob of chaf the

1 of the festlval.
"We nced tremendous community
support {rom the businesses, and fo-

80 sure this year's gala will be a rous-
ing success.

“It {the festlval) was very important
to the commurity,” sald Falls, wha

‘grew up In the area and attended North

Farmlngton High School. “I have very
fond memorles of it. It used to be a fot
of fun. This (serving as chairman) -Is
kind of a paying back from me,”

by the " he said,
“We're iooking for people who have
worked on the festlval for a long time,
and also looklng for new people who
have never been Involved to come for.
ward." N
Falls sald he hopes to keep many of
the tradltlonal festival events and add
hew ones, but sald he couldn't be spe-
clfic at this time, The first organlza-
tional meeting for the festlval is sched.

uled for Tuesday night, .

“We should get a pretty good Idea on
the direction,” Falls sald. He added
that the public is welcome to Tuesday's
meeting, which will be held at 7:30 p.m.
In the Farmington Community Center,
24705 Farmington Road.

 FUND RAISING will begln after the
budget Is decldéd and a goa) Is set. Per.
zons interested in particlpating In the
Festival can call the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-
merce offices at 474-3440.

The festlval chairman said the gen-
eral state of the economy could hurt
this year's festivitles.

total involvement

“People are more on

thelr businesses and not 0 much on the
outside interests, as communlty devel-
opment,” he sald. “Raislog funds wil
be a little difflcult, but I'm optimistic,

“Out of afl the places in the greater
Detroft arca, Farmlagton and Farm-.
Ington Hills scem to have the greatest
scnse of traditlon, sense of history,
sense of pride,”

He volunteered his services to festl.

ou're ¢ g
efforts of all the other chalrmen,"
sald. “It's a very delicate balance of
asking and having things done. You're
relying on people to come through.”

Falls moved back to the area last
April after llving in Washington, D.C.,
for two years. He worked as communi-
catlons director for Congressman Jim
Dunn and also as political consultant
for C there.

the
he

val workers after hearing an
ment on the radio that the event needed
support and help. He was then offered
the chalrman post and accepted it.

He scea the chairman's role as that
of a coordinatar,

. "When I left Washington I had the
car top down and the cherry blossoms
were out; when I arrived in Mlchigan it
was having one of the worst 3nowa,”
Falls sald with a laugh.

Making leisure pay

By Mary Klomic
staft writor

As the automoblle industry struggles
to regaln its predomlinance In Michl-
gan's cconomy, state officlals are look-
Ing to the lelsure industry for rellef.

Local activist Marlowe Belanger
will have a major role In developlng
lelsure as a Michigan Industry.

Gov. James Blanchard has cstablish-
ed the Special Task Force on the Lel-
sure Industry. The job of the 13-mem-

. ber task force is to look into the forma-
tion of a new state department that
would Incorporate presently splintered
groups related to the arts, recreation
and culture. .

‘The department, the 20th in Michi

gan, would be called the Department of- .

Recreatlon, Tourism and Culture.

v

“AGRICULTURE AND tourism are
the two major revenue-bearing areas
in our state, and the state is always
taking away from recreational ac-
tlons,” said the Farmington Hills resi-
dent, who was appolnted lo the pane)
by state Rep, Richard Fitzpatrick,

“They felt if it had a scctlon of its ~

own, then perhaps the state would be
able to promote our tourlsm.”

is Belanger’s ¢

«

Marlowe Belanger

Michigan has resources and atirac-
tlons It isn't promoting to thelr fullest,
sald Belanger, now superintendent of
the cultural arts divislon In the clty of
Southfield.

Michlgan now attracts 2.7 percent of
the famlly travel market, but could
draw 28 percent, according to figures

Vacationers staying
closer to homestead

By Mary Klomic
staff writer,

Despite a poor economy and predic-
tlons of a drop of up to 11 percent,
Michlgan recorded its first $10.1 billion
tourism year In 1982, the Automobile
Club of Michigan reports,

Budget-consclous travn‘lm taking
to-hi

Ty, Auto Club's travel operatlons mana-

ger,
“Michigan tourlsm last year fell one
to two percent below 1981 desplte pro-
Jectlons that the poor economy would
trigger a drop of up to 11 percent.”
Requests by Auto Club members for

harge .

from the Mlichigan Reereation’ and
Park Associatlon,

A ONE-PERCENT increase In (his
market would mean an extra $125 mll-
ilon In direet travel expenditures and
$10 milllon In effective state tax reve-
nucs, as well as create another 6,100
Jobs, according to the assoclation,

“The climate does seem to be right
for the formatlon of the department,”
Belanger sald. “Automotive money
Isn't what It once was In the state. We
have to flnd a means to aceelerate our
tourlsm.” ,

Among its attractlons, Michigan has
more coasiline than any other state,
except. Alnska, and has the Jargest
fresh water coasiling in the world. It
has more recreational boats and snow-
moblles than any other state,

“It has more sand dunes and diversl-
fied seasons. Florlda and Californla
have one scason only."

MEMBERS ON the task force come
from around the state and bring a vari-
cty of backgrounds, Including recre-
atlon and parks, cultural arts and the
tourist industry. -

The panel began Its work In Februt
ary and is expected to present Its ree-

In Apri), The
wiil ask for comment from different
segments of the leisure Industry, such
a3 2003, entertalnment and the arts, Be-
langer sald.

“Even If a 20th department isn't
formed, 1 think the atliances generated
{by the sesslons) would be worthwhlile,”

THOSE IN favor of a new depart-
ment elalm it would be more cost-save
ing and efficient, a2 well as provide a
central clearinghouse (o-attract pri-
vate support and develop public and
privale partnerships.

On the other slde, it Is argued that
sucha would be costly and

routings to in
Tos¢ 2.1 percent over 1981. The number
of AAA bers from ather states

ge of

vacatlons and state promotlon cam-
palgns were credited with bringlng
Michigan's tourlsm industry to necar-
1981 levels, when tourlsm revenues
reached §10 billion for the first time.

“For the third stralght year, there
was a noticeable trend toward eloser-
to-home Michigan destInatlons and (ra-
velers comparlson shopped for the best
rates and packages,” sald James Dru-

Woman takes up battle to fight world pesticide danger

By M.B. Dillon Ward
stafi writor

served by Auto Club offices tn Mlchi-
gan declined 7.9 percent.

Attendance at 76 state park camp-
grounds increased 1.4 percent over the
previous year,

The Auto Club credlted the “Say Yes
to Michigan” campalgn with helplng
vetain the state's strong tourism activi-
ty, desplte the recession,

could ereate represcntatlon and intra-
agency conllicts.

“At this Lime, a)) I can say i3 that we
will rescarch the need of a 20th depart-

ment. The commlitee will make its

recommendatlon to that.”

Belanger, newly eleeted chairwoman
for the Michigan Recreatlon and Parks
Association, has been Involved wlith
recreation, culture and aris since.196¢,
when then Governor Romney named
her to the Council for the
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tal problem” that needs strlcter monl-
toring, to the National Audu-

When became

bon Soclety.
Farml s Carol Hansen, 2 Na-

fishermen in Ghana, West Africa, dls:

covered what scemed to be the greatest-
labor-saver cver. Simply pourlng an in- . ¢

sectieide called lindane Into the lake
brought massesof fish to the surface,
where they could be gathered casily
for salting, smoking or selling.

‘The targely illiterate villagers never
assoclated the vomlting, convulsions,
muscle spasma and liver damage they
suffered with thelr use of the polsonous
substance. .7

Ultlmately, lindane was tabooed in
the area after an Alrican organlzation
expased the health risk it threatened,

The World Health Organlzation cstl-
mates that 5,000 people dic and a hall

million more are polsoned by contact .

with pesticides lmggrlcd by under-de-

| veloped countries each year,
More than half the fatalities are chll-
. dren,
.. The salc of bllllons of dollars worth
of pesticides banncd in the U.S. but
 freely exported to Third World coun-
' tries amounts to “a major environmen-

tional Audubon Soclety member, has
take up the crusade agalnst the prac-

ce.
“Pestlcides used safely by peaple
whe reallze the hazards is dangerous
enough, lct alone for the people using
them on crops who cannot read and
write. You don't glve a S.year-old a
loaded gun and say, here,'go play —

.even if you mean for hlm to do some-

thing constructive with it," sald Han-
sen, who has spread the word about
pesticide exp

Arts,

country, DDT sthl] Is produced and ex-

Computing counts

For the last fow weeks leachers and students
frem North Farmington High School have been
preparing for the Sixih Annual Computer Con- -

fest the L

Among the contest compelltors Sunday were

y of Détrolt,
arship.

RANDY BOAST/siatt pholographer

teacher; Kevin Hames; Jon Greenberg; Jim Cox,
computer science leacher; and Robert Randal.
Thia is the third year that North has offered
computer classes. Prizes included a $500 schol-

{trom left) Mike Horner, computer science

Vacation anxiety relieved
by business that keeps watch

By Mary Kismic
slalf writor

" Worry over your unattended house is
one bit of excess “baggage” you can
ieave behind when you go on vacation,
a new Farmington Hllls  business
claims,

The new firm Is called Checkmates, -

and It offcrs professlonal house-watch-
ing scrvices for resldents who are plan-
ning on being away from their homes
for a few weeks, a few days or even
Just a’few hours.

ALL PESTICIDES s0ld in the US,

“We'll go into homes during the day
at dlfferent times and keep it Jooking
like someone’s living in it,” sald Farm.
ington Hills resldent Carol Barrett,
wha started the business two weeks ago
with her friend Joanl Smith, “We'll
spend more time In the house and Jook
around,”

The services Include checking on ap-
pllances and pipes, arranging mall and
newspaper pickups and making tire
tracks In the snow,

Charges range from $12 a day for
one or two days but go progressiviey

Efforts to contact Noel Brown, US,

poried by the U.S.based
Chemical Corp, It has been widely used
by farmers in Central America, where
at least 5,000 pesticlde p gs are

must be regl by the Ef

tal Protection Agency. Only after the

EPA s satizficd that the product’s so-
igh lts

clal and benefits out

reported annually,

In Nlcaragua and Guatemala, nearly
400 deaths occurred durlng a recent
one-year period, said Ruth Norris, au-
thor of “'Pills, Pesticldes and Proflts,”

p with the Unlted Natlon's
Environmental Program, were unsuc-
cessful,

lower the longer the perlod of time,
Barrett said.

“If you're gone for a month or so it
would go down (o $7 a visL.” she sald.

The serviee also Is available {or per-
sons aitending a wedding or funeral,
which are times burglars expect homes
to be empty, Barrett sald,

“We would notify the police we were
golng to goin,” she sald,

It could run as long as necessary.
“Maybe they wouldn't want us (to go in)
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S
‘The reason for the American nay
volc was budgetary, according to a UN
summary in the World Environment
Report.

rlsks will It reglster a

The EPA has no authority (o reglster
pestlcides produced soley for export.

Belore 1874, it was possible without
int the EPA to d

and edltor of Audubon M;

“DDT contamination of cow's mllk is
about 90 times that permissible in the
Unlted States. The level of DDT in the
blood of the people tn Nicaragua and
Guatemala Is 31 times greater than
that in resi of the U.S," added

by par
in the Audubon society’s mass malling

program,

“It's a devastating problem people
aren’t aware of, and onc the Depart+
ment of Agriculture certalnly isn't
golng to tell us about.” .

LINDANE,
Hooker Chemlicals and Plastles Corp.,
an Occidental Petroleum Corp. subsldl.
ary, I3 ane of a myriad of pesticides
Involved in the $24 blllfon business.

Banned from agricultural use in this

-

MANUFACTURED by,

Norrls, quoting an ‘American Research
Industry finding.

A s0il fumigant produced by the
Shell Chemical Co. and Dow Chemical
Co. called DBCP, (short for dibromo-
chloropropane,} was prohibited In the
US. in 1977 after 3,000 workers be-
came sterile after exposure to DBCP,
DBCP s still used in Hawafl where
pineapple farmers fnject It into the
ground. In 1980, DBCP was being pro-
duced for export by Amvac Chemlcal
Corp.

~
)

an

distribute pesticldes outside the U.S, It
also was permissible to export pesti-
cides without warning forelgn pur-
chasers of potential dangers.

A law Congress passed in 1978 made
It mandatory for exporters to label pes-
ticldes and to identlfy chemicals
banned In the US.

IN JANUARY, the U.S, was alone in
opposing a resolution passed 146-1 by
the United Nations General Assembly
Intended to further control the export-
Ing of peatltides and to previde Infor-
matlon about heatth rlsks they pase.

The vote was an “International dls-
grace,” said Richard Beamish, commu-

nications dircctor for the National Au-

dubon Soclety,
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“75-100!"

K. Laurin was ecstatic about tha
rosponse from the Obsorver &
Eccantric HOME VIDEO
GAMES, TAPES, MOVIES clas-
sifled ad placed to sell a video
system, “'Tromondous ro-
sponsel 75-100 calls and thoy
continued tll 11 p.m.1"

Remember...

One call
does it all! &

644-1070
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