oral quarrel

Festival suggestions are varied

This week’s Oral Quarrel ques-
tlon asked readers to tell us their
suggestions for this year's Farm-
ington Founders’ Festival — what
they like now, what they would like
changed and what new could be
added.

Following are those responses:

.

In the art show at the Masonic
Temple, 1 feel that they put too’
many artists in a small space and it -
was uncomfortable for the artists
and for the people viewing the art-
work,

.

The Farmington Festival should
get rld of all these fly-by-night
concesslon stands they have. They
should have more local crafts and
places where you could get good
food where you can go down and
enjoy the day or evening llke it
used to be years back. Now it is just
one big circus, just a bunch of junk,

-

1 would like to see semeone have
some "l Love Far T

I know Livonta had It last year and
it turned out real well, Maybe
Farmlngton could come up with
the same plan.

* 1 think they should cut the fair
out comptetely, It hasn’t been good
for years, and il they have any-
thing, it should be the parade only
and after that just cut it out, It in-
terferes with business. -

. I would llke the ox roast to come
back to the downtown Farmington
area. We went out there once, but
all it was just a place where they
served a lot of beer in pitchers, and
it wasn't the same at all, We would
like to see that come back.

-

I would like to see a display set
up on how our cily taxes are spent.
.

T would not like to see any ideas
thrown out, but I would just like to
see some new ones like Dungeons
and Dragens or a theater group
performing.

This Is not an actlvity. I would
like to sec a portion of the parklng
. lot closed from east to west and
north to south and have all of the
First of all, you should take a activities in there. I cannot under-
good hard look at the parade and stand why someone has not been
sce whether or not It is viable to scriously hurt by cars pulllog in
keep in all those Moslem Temple and out especlally little children
Shriners in year after year after who aren't able to be seen from the
year. It's not that there is anything “back window of a car, I cannot un-
wrong with having them in there, derstand why the whole parking lot
its just that there are loo many of is allowed to be open for driving.
them, and it gets boring watching o
them. I say cut down on half of the
Shriners and make the parade a lit-
tle bit more interesting with more

It’s about time Miss Farmington
finally gets her private float. Bring

shirts printed up.
.
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DID YOU KNOW?

® The penguins at the Detroit
Zooligical Park attract mere inter-
est than any of the other 1,500 ani-
mals on exhibit. If you counted the
animals in the Belle Isle Zoo and
fish in the Aquarium, you can sce a
total of some 3,000 animals and
fish under the care of the Zoolagical
Park Department. ;

® The clephant eats more {ood
than any other animal at the zoo.
He consumes about 140 to 150
pounds of food daily and cats most-
ly hay, bread, fruits and vegeta-
bles. The rarest animal is believed
to be the snow leapord.

® You can be fitted right here in
Michigan with a pair of wooden
shoes in your own size. This Is part
of the annual Tullp Time Festival
in Holland, where the entlre town is
transformed into the Netherlands.
This Tulip Time promotlon devel-
oped out of a high school biology
teacher’s idea in 1927,

-
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Farmi people. The second back the Clarencevitle Players, add
thing you can do is to go out to Yp- a few farm animals for this year's
stlantl and talk to the people there Founders parade and furthermore
who put on the Herltage Festival. extend the festival for a week,

They do a darn good job. .
)

I think that an addition of the
Founders Day Follics should be in-
troduced to the festival, As having
been a participant in the first

I want to sce more games, like Founders Day Follies in 1968, it
50-cent games that you throw | gencrated a greal sense of commu-

A dunking machine
.

* darts at balloons and siuff, I think ' nity spirit and cohesiveness among

it would be a good idea tohave a lot* the community with local talent
mare of those. » performing. I think it should be
- . reintroduced.
.

We thoroughly enjoy the Jaycee,
chlcken -barbecue and also,
Romano's Pizza stand, and I hope
they will be in the {estival next
year.

My thought Is tours for children,
T have lived here almost 39 years,
yet I have not seen all of the com-

“munity center nor have my grand-

. children. The governor’s mansion is
one of the most Important things
out here. Small tour buses could do
dance arcas going on at the same the job, and [ would like Farming-
time. One group would be a rock ton lo be shown off a little bit,
group for one age group and anoth- L]
er would be music of the big bands
and anether group would be square
dancing going all al the same time
in the «center of town. This would
bring the people down town and
would keep them there, and I would
like to see this going on until mid-
nlght.

1 would like to see three different

Have a remote control car race,
PR

1 would like to see the pigeon
races come back. That was one of
the most fun activitles.
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Only lost last battle
Agee isn’t hero or villain

WILLIAM AGEE doesn't fit the
mold of either the classle hero or
the classic villain.

Unllke Homlet and Oedipus, he
didn't fail at noble work because of
a character flaw. Unllke the
usurper Richard I, he didn't fall
in battle.

Agee,
will
from
merged Allied-
Bendix compa-
ny, was a hero
‘entil his tast
ihattle. He had
‘to walk the
Iplank but was
equipped with a
“golden para-
chute”
$825,000 annually for five years
and nearly a mlillion bucks in stock
options. Many of us could live on
that,

So what was the net effect of
Agee's nearly 10 years in the
Southgicld headquarters of Bendix
Cor|

who

Tim
Richard

HE DID MUCH good by two
measures.

First, in a world of conglomerate
mergers, Agece sought to focus
Bendix's efforts.

Consider sume of the other welrd
mixtures of enterprises corpora-
tions acquire: a finance company
owning a movie company, a solt-
drink company inlo entertainment,
a tobaceo company owning distil-
leries, U.S. Steel ownlng Marathon
Qil, duPont resculng Conoco . . .
it's as il someone threw a bunch of
stock certiflcates in the air and
people scooped up whatever they
found.

Agee’s acquisltions at Bendix had
a purpose: pointing the acrospace
and automotive company firmly in
the direction of high technology.
That was what he was doing last
fall when he made a tender offer
for Mariin-Marlctta, the Maryland
aerospace firm.

Agee is a financier who trades in
companies, not an inventor or a re-
taller. He did his work well.

SECOND, IN a world where

mergers soak up vast amounts of
borrowed capilal, Agee worked
wlith his own company's cash.

If you want lo get a group of
bullders riled up, mentlon “merg-
er” (o them. They turn red in the
face, complaining of the big shots
using vast lines of credit to wheel
and deal in existing companies
rather than using that money to
build houses. They see young folks
unable to buy houses because inter-
est rates are kept high due to heavy
federal government and merger
borrowing.

Agee’s source of cash, as I get
the picture, was the proceeds of
u?!necdcd firms Bendix had sold
oil.

Thus, Agee is generally Innocent
of the two biggest sins of big busi-
ness — bullding silly cenglom-
erates that no one can run and
squandering good credit.

AGEE CAN,

in fairness, be

favlted in some areas.

The kind of raid he-attempted in
buying up Martin-Marietta stock
isn't teo popular. Eus.lncss mana-
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gers oflen act as 1 ey own the -
companies they're hired to run, and
the bosses at Martin-Marietta
didn't like the notlon of Agee buy-
ing conirol of their company, even
if his plan was socially useful and
highly (ntelligent. So they attempt-
cd to buy out Bendix, and the affair .
turned inte a game. of corporate
cannlbalism.

To stave off being eaten up, Agee
agreed to a merger with Allied
Corp, a flrm that’s in chemicals,
plastles, oll and gas. Just what so-
clally useful purpose Allied will
perform by owning a high-tech
firm ltke Bendix is unclear. It is
certatnly a violation of Agee's own
principles.

Finally, Agee lurned out to be a
poor spokesman for corporate en-
terprise. During an Interview with
him recenlly, he responded (o
merger questions with nebuloes
abstractions. He talked like a
spineless burcaucrat when he hed a
dandy case to make.

Yet despite tt all, Agee Is more -
of a credil to frec enterprise than
many of those who criticize kim.
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Yes, I would like to sce the
Farmington Festival have a rodeo.

Upto $35 Worth
of Class Ring Options

Chooso trom these custom optlons and others:
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