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- Policy problems are costly, c mplex

Government

Editor’s Note: This ix the Idth ina
u:ries of 15 articles ezplorlno
Families in T
In this article, Catherine S. Chﬂ-
man, a'professor, psychologist and
social worker, discusses how gov-
emmicent programs can help meet

families’ necds.
©1980, 1582 by Lhe Regents of the ummuy
of Caltforula,

By Cathsrine 8. éhllmln
special wilter

Although there is widespread agree-
ment that many American famtlies are
In trouble, there i little

Families in
Transition

about what should be done o help
them.

‘Those who argue against programs
for famllies often fear an invasion of
family privacy.

But it is possible to deslgn policics
that make help available to famllies, if
they wlish (o use that help, without nec-
essarily Intruding in thelr private llves,

Such measures are qulte different
from programs that seck to control the
behavlor of famllies, Tho latter ap-
proach, often popularly misnam
famlly policy, would certatnly be inap-
propriate and probably unworkable in
Amerlcan socl!ly. except for flagrant-

of supports for family well-being
rather than specific famlly policies,

T 5.

Buy why should family supportive
policles be 80 numerous and wide rang-
ing?

The answer is found In the pature of
famllies as small groups intcracting
with a larger soclety, The well-belng of
famllies It a product of two major fac-

-tors: (a) those In the outstde world such
as employment, Income, prices, encrgy
supplles, housing, transportation,
health services, and schools, znd (b)

factors withln the family, such as its

glect of these children may well be
enormous.

‘What docs Lhis mean for publie poll-
cy? Should low-income, single maLhcru
of children between Lhe ages of, aay, 6
to 12 be glven public assistance and nat

Teq! to seek employment?

Should public funds be allocated for
all-day achool programs and for child
care durlng school vacations? Should
further cfforts be made to force the fa-

ers af these chlldren to support
them? (Such efforts are oiten expen-

- growth of others as well as of the self,

ATTITUDES and values of these
kinds cannot be forced upon famtlies
by publle policies. Nor can we demand
that people be denled a license for mar-
riage, or, 23 some would wish it, for
parenthoed unless they have the “cor-
rect” knowledge and beliefs,

We cannot effectlvely regulate the
behavlor of the buge majority of famlly
members, use famlly functioning
is enormously complex and because
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rlghu 0 pemrul privacy And self-de-

Bnt just us family members have re-
sponsihllities to themsclves and each
other, so does the larger soclety have
responsibllities toward jts families,

‘These responsibllities are numerous
and complex, especlally In a Jarge het-
crogcnmus soctety such as tho United

tates — a soclely where cltizens tend
Lo be Individualistic rather than faml-
ly-oricated, susplclous of any kind of
government program especially if the

“

programs aid in maintaining families

program is federal, resistant to paying
taxes to support pnbllc services, and in-
clined to ook to slmple, llnxla solu-
Uons to intricate, multifaceted humn.n
pmhlcms.
upport of public programs to n[d

hml o8 depends on the will of the elec-
torate. It s far from clear in these days
that Lhis kind of publlc will Is present.

If it [s not, some of the natlon’s faml-
liea — especlally low-income familles
— might suffer further dlsargnulu.
Uon conflict, and despatr.

sive and not very suceessful) familles in a free soclety have baste

Should legislation be passed that re-
quires higher wages for alngle moth-
crs? Should mattera be teft as they are,
with the assumption that children over
6 can care for themselves while their
mothers are working?

As this example shows, polley prob-
lems regarding the family are enor-
mously complex and potentially costly.

ISN'T IT, then, too expenalve and dif-
ficult to devise the Inrge cluster of pro-
grams that scems to be needed? The
task is not so mprossible as it may ap-

pear.

Ploces of many of the recommended
programs have been in place for a
number of years: the Soclal Swuﬂedlly

slze, nru:un'n, stage of

ly I famlly such as
chlld or spouse abuse,

The well-being of lam]lh: can best
be advanced through a varlety of
means, including:

® the cfforts of familles themselves,

® cducatlonal and counseling pro-
grams made available to family mem-
bers ta help them deal more effectively
with one another,

® service programs such as those
that treat physical or mental iliness
and those that provide child care for
employed parents,

@ Income malntenance and tax re-
tlef programas that support the econom-
le securlty of famitles.

@ employment pollcles that Include
provision for part-time work, flexi-
ttme, maternity and paternity leave,
affirmative action, job training, and
provisions of publlc jol

# publlc educatlon that provides op-
portunity for llfelong learning and de-
velopment for all people from early
chlidhood through old age.

In general, then, it is more uselul to
think of policics that provide a varlety
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of family
members, and their styles of Interact-
ing.

THE INNER WORLD of the family
Is a small, Interpersonal system that
Interacts with the larger bureaucratic
systems, What happens (o part of the
family, for Instance a severe conflict
between husband and wife, will not
only have reverberatlons throughout
the famlly ayatem, but It will probably
also affect the behavlar of cach family
member in transactions with the larger
world of work, school, and community.

Simllarly, actlons of the larger envi-
ronmental system make a strong im-
pact on famitles and frequently upset
the well-being of the tfotal famlly
group.

These larger systems, such as the or-
ganizations for which parents work,
tend to be oblivious of the needs of the
famlly as an interpersonal system. For
example, employers often requlre that
cemployees work overtime, regardless
of the effects on famlly obligations and
relationshlps.

Famllles with few social and cco-
nomic resources of thelr own are par-
tleularly vulnerable to the negative im-
pact of forces in the outer environ.
ment. These forces can Include govern.
ment policies which are meant to help
famliles but which, owning to citizen
myopla, are often too meager and re-
strictive,

FOR EXAMPLE, federat pollcy re-
quires that single mothers of young
chlldren who recelve public

system,
care: Partlal programs of hmlly e
educatlon and counseling that are pri-
vately and publlely supported in many
communitles; some (but not enough)
government-subsidized  housing  for
low-Income families; public education
programs

There Is a good deal that familles
can do for themselves, especlally if
they have an adequate income. The cul-
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ture of the carly 19805 include the

redlscovery of the importance and

“relevance” of familics, after the Indi- | This article and the serles “Families In

vidod by Courses b,

Translilon” was pro-

and “personal of
the 1970s.

Along with redlscovery must go an
awareness that familles rest on a foun-
dation of mutual responsiblity, of glv-
ing as well as getting, of fostering the

Y , @ program af L
B(tlnslon, Unlvorsity of cmllarnln, San Dlogo. It was funded
by @ arant from tho Natlonal Endowment for tho Humanitlos,

NEXT WEEK: In tho Jaat articlo In the serles, Soclologlst Jos-
slo Barnard looks at tho future of tho famlly,
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CPEN HOUSE PRESENTATION
Celebrating the founding of

the moss school
Grades K thru 6

‘'a community of children”

Tuesday, March 1, with guest spoaker Anna Calrns
Faderleln, Ph.D., Early Chlldhood area at Oakland
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seck employment when thelr chlldren

reach the age of 6. no provl-
slons are made to care for (hese chll-
dren when they are not in school.
Typleally, thelr mother's wages are
too low to pay for high quallty day
care. The cost of public community ne-
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New-town dilemmas fade after a
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As your Hostess, It's my Job to help you

Our shopping areas. Community opporiu-
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save you time and money. Plus a basket of
gifts for your famlly, I'll ba listening for

Getting
settled
made
simple.

maost of your new nelghborhood.
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