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Faur-year-old Jamie Kahll discusses the me s of the varlous kiddle rides wlth Bitly Boh
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the bear. - i

More than 50 games
are available to help
pass the time be-
tween shows or while
you're waiting for
your pizza. Fatz the
gorilla  (below) get
teady for another pe-
formance with the
Rock-Atire band.

Iv’s pizza with show biz

By Mary Klemic
atatf writor

"Ioafmnshina onacloudy, . . "

+ - You can hear the muslc as soon 23 you enter the
K new eating establishment in Farmington Hills. You
- think

« that the throbblng muslc can't be coming
from a record.
M"Wheﬁ it's cold outside, I got the month of
ay, .. "
You keep walking and go Into the darkened
“show room" until you see the “performers” on

" stago. Wait a-mlnute — fa that a gorilla playing the

plano, and a dog on the drums?

No, you're not having a strange dream; you're
Just in the ShowBiz Pizza Place. The establshment
openad at 20955 Orchard Lake Road in Farmington
Hills Monday.

Fatz, the pinno-playlog gorilla, and Dook, the dog

er, are two of the members of (he Rock-
Afire Explosion, & band made up of antmated ro-
bots. The band Is one of the attractlons of the
ShowBiz chaln, Other band members are Rolfe da
Wolfe, master of ceremonies; Beach Bear, the gul-
tarist; Mitz, the mouse vocallst; and Looney Blrd, a
heckler, The shows are hosted by Billy Bob, the
bear, and the Birthday Blrd.

No, the new business lsn't just for pizza. It offers
music, television, 65 video games and kiddle rides.

“IUs family entertalnment,” said Dan Flattery,
manager of the new center, located near 13 Mile,

“We try to have something for cverybody,”
agreed assistant manager Lee Vernler. “Kids drog
their parents here and they're usually pleasantly
surprised. The plzzas are excellent.”

THE ROCK-AFIRE Explosion shows last be-
tween three and five minutes each, They are per-
formed cvery six minutes on three different stages.
New shows are programmed cvery two months,
The gmup‘u repertolre features country, rock and

p hits,

“We go back to the *30's and '40's for some of the
musle, It's not just for the kids,” Flattery sald.
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Tom Kassab slips into the drivers

1
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Bllly Bob appears “fn person” to cMhu among
the crowd, welcoming vialtors and hosting birthday

ez,

“We're having a party, . .

Far birthdays, there must be two weeks notice.
‘The crew will set up a table, present a cake to the
bonoreo and make av announcement, followed by
the singing of three or four different songs. Such

celebrations appeal o any age, Vernler sald, as he .

recalled an Incident from another ShowBliz estab-
lishment ho worked at.

“T had a 92-year-old women come In for her
gl:t!,h':'hy," he gald. “She was dancing with Billy

Ploase turn to Paga 8

2141 - - -

stréat for a apin via video as his fricnd John Kassab evaluates his performancé.

‘We try to have
somathing for
everybody.” *
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