. - Thureday, Fabruary 24, 1983 OLE

{OFA

TURE

OU historian cites Adams
as a model for presidents
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second president.

Reagan could learn how to curtall do-
{ense spending, quell conflicts between op-
poslng factions in his own party and reach a

~ compromlse on controversial {ssucs such as
abortion,

‘That's according to Oakland Unlversity
Prof, Charles W, Akers, who wrote a atudy

oo John Adams' presidency. The work wlil -

appear as a chapter in “The Presidents; A
Reference History," to ba publlahed this
year by Seribner’s.

ALTHOUGH THE study doesn't compare
the two prealdents, Akers does argue that
Adams was a model leader.

“Adams thought a president should be
strong and independent, rise above party
and mediote between eontending forces In
soclety,” sald Akers,

“If Reagan wants to win re-clection in
1884, he must rise above party (considera-
tions) and curb extremists. But he seems
commilted to hls own Ideology,” the Ro-
chester resident said [n an interview.

“That makes It diffleult to come to terms
with ssues such as nuclear d|

Charles W, Akers *
‘rise above party’

research on the history of American women
and the social history of mediclae.

ARERS' RECENT work on John Adams
reveals the second president follawed a
middle course between his own Federallst
Party and Jefferson’s Republicans. This
course enabled the country to weather in-

d storms from 1797

prayer [n schools and sbartion.

“Someone has to take a middle position
on those fssues to bring the country togeth-
cr," sald Akers, a professor speclallring ln
American history at OU since 1966,

A World War II Navy veteran, Akers is
author of three books.on important figures
In early US. history — Abigail Adams,

an
1o 1801, Akers sald.

“I Reagan carefully studied the example
©f John Adarns, he might declde that not all
defenso expendltures are justlfied.”

Adams made that declslon when — dur-
Ing the crisis of possible war with France in
1798 — he disbanded the Army, headed by
Alexander Hamllton, a leading member of

France as they are now over the abortlon
Issue,

“Supportlng France had become a mozal
lssue. As the French Revolution became
more radieal, many Americans assoclated
siding with France with an attack on Chris-
tanity. Nevertheless, Adams made peace
with France.”

Adams exhlblted this same splrit of Inde-
pendence when handling domestle lssucs,
Akers sald, .

“Although he signed the Infamous Sedl-
tlon Act ~ which made it a crime to crit!.
cize the presldent or Congress — he refused
to enforce ft vigorously as many In his party
had hoped.*

And he pardoned Pennsylvanla Republl.
cans who led a tax rebelllon.

ARERS BELIEVES Adams’ presidency
best represented tho Intent of the Founding
Fathers, who made no provislon in the Con-
stitutlon for polltical partics,

“But Adams himself predicted that, In the
long run, the democratic process would turn
into a contest of factions and special-Inter-
est groups.”

That prediction has been proven correct,
Akers sald. “Congress has turned into ropre.
sentatlves of special-interest groups. Pollt!-
cal actlon committecs are the most potent
political force In the country.”

In additlon, most political scientlsts be-
lleve the government runs smoothly only
when the prealdent and a majority of con-
gressmen and senators are members of the
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Besides clecting Spencer Abraham
their state chalrman, delegates to last

weekend's Republlean state convention  jand County. »
also elected district officers and mem. Stats tommittee members are Dottie O CongTs. ennlal of the U.S. Constl. Quality Carpet Remnants also avallable at 30-70% oft
bera of the GOP State C { West former

tution approaching (1927), it's an appropri-
ate time to re-cxamine the presidentia) sys-
tem, Akers said.

“The Founding Fathers belleved that any
constitution should be pericdically revised.
But we've never had another constitutlonal

»

of
state Rep, James Defebaugh of Bloom-
{icld Townshlp, Mary Lu Bennethum of
Bloom{leld Township and Arthur Saltz-
man of Franklin Village.

The state committee is the governing
body of the party between

In balloting for the third (youth) vice-
<chairman, John Guriak of Livonia won
with 1,202 votes. The Mlichigan State
Univerzity junior topped Mike Cassa of
Southficld with 442 votes and Frank
Vaughn of Farmington Hills with 129,

In the 17th Congressional District,
Gerald Rosen, Detroit attorncy and
1982 congressional nomince, defeated
Qakland County Commlssloncr James
E. Lannl for the chairmanshlp of the
district commlttee.

‘The 17th's four members of the Re-
publican State Committee will be: Dan
Bvozln of Dearborn Heights, Marge
Small of Detrolt, Bettle Suida of Royal
0k and Jim Reblnson of Berktey,

Alan May of Bloomfield Tawnship is

i, mew chaleman of the 18th Congresalons
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ANTHONY AMARADIO HAROLD N, HYLAND CHARLES L. RENO, CLU
Equitable Life Assurance Luthern Brothethood New Yok Life
RICHARD M, BAUHOF, CLU  MICHAEL J. KROLL FRED ROCKWOOD
National Life Bankess Life of lowa John Haneock Mutunl
HARVEY A.BRODE,CLU  JOHN L. LaVASCO LYNN STEDMAN, JR., CLU
Connecticut Mutual Life New England Mutual Life  Mutusl Benefic Life
JOHN F, BROGOWICZ DAVID MANHEIMER YICTOR R. STERN

Lincolne Nationsl Life Northwestern Mutual

GORDON J. MUIR KENNETH M. STIRE, JR.
National Life Sun Life Assurance

NORMAN A, PAPPAS, CLU ARTHUR P. THOMAS

Mutual Life of New York

THOMAS W, CANTOR, CLU
Acsna Life & Casualty

JOHN A, COPELAND

New York Life Connecticut Genenal Life  Manufacturess Life
RAYMOND D, DAY PABLO J. PAULINO WAYNE J, TOTIN
Life of Visginis Equitable Life Assurance Equitable Life of lowa
DAVID J. DRAKE, CLU DAVID F, POLUS MELVIN WEISZ, CLU
Home Life New England Life Massachusetts Mutual

DONALD RAY HAAS, CLU, GAFC JACK S. PROVEGIS
Phocnix Mutual Life Insutance  Northwesteen Mutual Life
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