Cheerléaders tackle'
chants for Panthers

By M.B. Dlllon Ward
stalf writer

As nighttime {cl] and the winter wind
lashed arcund the windowless, aban.
doned bar on Telegraph in Detrolt, 1t
seemed as desolate a place as a person

Little did motorists speeding by sus-
pect that Inside, in half an hour, the
Juat-selected Michigan Panther
cheerleaders would catapult the place
Into actlon, dancleg, kicking and elapp-
Ing to “Square Pegs” and other Top 40
songx that had Panther President Peter

their feet L not shaking thelr bootys,
‘The 38 cheerleaders, aged 18-32 and
dressed In leotards, tights and
legwarmers all shades of the ralnbow
and basking in flashing disco lights,
wero perfurming under the serutinizing
eye of Michlgan: Panther choreogra.
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could flnd, Splvak and admlring onlookers tappln pher Susan Topolewski of Southfield.

. Among the chosen were Farmington
! * Hills* Roxanne D'Ascenzo (Miss Farm-
ington), Redford's Maureen Desmond,
Livonia’s Pattl Joly, and Westland's
‘Tina Phillips, Dea Stine and Judy May,

It had been the survival of the flttest
during auditions at the Pontlac Silver-
dome February 5 that attracted 450
would-be cheerleaders, [ncluding a 68.
year-old man.

Two Walled Lake 18-year-old males
made the cut, and will be apparent to
fans attending the Michigan Panther’s
opener against the Oakland Invaders
March 19,

“They're not going to dance. They'll
be there to lead the cheers, do lLfts and
acrobats,” sald Topolewskl,

At first, we thought we might get
some flak (from people who think we're
doing a sexlst thing), but with two men,
Ethink we'lt be avolding that.” .

In & get-acquainted sesvion before
practice began, cheerleaders described
. . . themselves in one word, Gazing around

- - - - -t the clrcle of his seated female com-
Susan Topolewski of Southtield has taken on the challenge o rades, Mickey satd, "“undecided.”
being the Panther cheorleader choreographer,
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R RANDY BOAST/atatl nxoeﬂm
Practice makes perfect, and Roxanne D'Ascenzo 1s rovving up for a big season, “

Now, everyday low, . |
low prices on all Noritake -
and Mikasa dinnerware

At Hudson's we have low ptices day in and day out-on all Noritake
and Mikasa. Casual dinnerware. fine and bone china. Place
sellings. Complete sefs, Serving accessories. Over 100 diiferent
patterns fo choose from. Take advaniage of our low prices, plus
ihe many Hudson’s services you can always count on..like Brides’
Reglstry, your Hudson's charge, Gift Wrap a‘nd

" Farmi Hills’ own D'A will be newest sports feam when it takes the ficld at the
one of.those chearleaders greeting. Michigan's  Pontiac Silverdome.
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