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Dentist lucks out in brush with kidna

By M.B, Dllion Ward
slatt writor

When West Bloomficld's Dr. Martin
Levy swung his gold Mcrcedes out of
the driveway Saturday mornlng and
headed for his dentists offlce In Farm-
ington Hilla, ho fully expected to work
half a day and meet a buddy for a 2
o'clock tennis game.

But an afternoon of horror awalted
him,

Levy was abducted from his offlce at
27620 Farmington Road by 2 man re-
queating a test drive in the Mercedes,
sted for sale in the Detrolt News' clas-
sifled ads.

The 43-year-old Unlversity of Detrolt
graduate credits “lopnotch, profes-
slonal” police work and hls attentlve
ofilce ataff for his safe escape and his

- abductor's arrest.
" Chester Gordon Nelsen Jr,, 20, of
: Inkater was arralgned before 47th Dis-
trict Judge Michael Hand Monday on
; charges of armed robbery and kidnap-
. ping. He was unable to post $100,000
nd and ks belng held in Oakland
County Jall.

Last weck, Nelson called Lavy, ex-
presing interest in buying the car, The
two agreed to mect at the offlce,

Dressed In gold plaid pants, a black
shirt, and yellow tie, Nelson waited for
half an hour In Levy's waiting room be.
fore the dentlst finished with his pa.
tients, Levy then accompanled him out
to the parking lot with “no intention of
getting into" the $38,000 car,

“All T wanted to do was show himi the
outslde and Inside, I was armed at tho
time because [ bad a fecllng something
wes wrong” However the S-foet-11,
160-pound Nelson talked Levy into
driving him around the parking Jot.

“We went about 30 yards and he told
me, ‘this is a atick up. Just drive,” sald
the dentlst. N
- Levy told police the man pulledout a
long barre] revolver and ordered him
to “take 28 to Detrolt.” It was later dis-
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“1 was prefty shook up, and I way
reprimanding  myselt severely  for
belng stupid,” sald Levy, who celebrat.
«d his 43rd birthday Tuesdny with spe-
clal vigor, .

“‘But you settle down, gauge the situ-
atlon minute by minute and make the
best of it, waiting for a chance to do
whatever you have to do to get away.”

Instead of taking a direct route to I-
98, Levy turned west oato 12 Mlle from
Farmingten Road, thinking it was safer
«to remaln in the arca, which was unfa-
(millar to his assallant,
| *“(Nelson) gald he did not fntend to
hurt me, all ke wanted was my wheels,
There was no way I was golng to his
territory In Detrolt - he knew exactly
where be was golng to drop me off,"
Levy sald,

If necessary, the dentist was plan-
ning to “'slow down to about 30 on the
freeway and roll out the door, It's bet-

. ter to have a broken arm than a bullet

through your body."”

White the palr travelled south on
Navi Road, cast on I-96, and clsewhere
- finally exiting onto Grand River -
Farmington Hills Police were alerted
by Levy's employees that ho was miss-
i

ng.

Shortly alterwards, an offlcer spot-
ted a gold Mercedes oceupied by a
white anda black male near Grand Riv.
erand M-102, and followed It,

“The fcllow had me make two right
turns near the Red Roof Ing, and told
me tomake another right at the sccond
driveway past the Red Roof Inn and
‘floor it’ T yelled, ‘It's a dead end,’
jammed on the brakes, and rolled out
the driver's alde,” Lovy sald.

"“The pollce were 100 yards behind
us. I figured elther he could take me
hostago, or I could be & moving target,"

0 then got out of the car, fleo-

ing south to the Red Roof Inn. .
gton Hills Police, assisted by
Farmlngton Police, Michigan State Po-

Feds’ plan aids
science, math

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
statf writer .

Despite scheduled U.S, Senate debate
on a funding proposal to improve math
and sclenco education, local educators
ald It's too s00n o determine the pro-
posal's Impact on the Farmington dls-
triet.

“There are 50 many 'proposals In
Congress (hat we just don't react until
they're In econcrete,” Farmington Su.
perintendent Lewls Schulman sald,

Although the federal fundlng propos.
al is supported by the National Fdca.
tion Assoclatlon (NEA), Farmington
Education Assoclation (FEA) officlals
2ald they arc unaware of it

But if passed, the American Defense
Education Act (ADEA) would provide
local school districts, colleges and nl-
versitles, with ”tahllmon in the pro-
gram’s first year to improve math and
science educalion. Local school dis-
tricts would v

Farmington, Michigan

lice, Oakland County Sheriffs, Novi Po-
lice and Detroft Police In two belicop-
ters, tracked Nelson from the Inn east
to Grand River and Drake roads.
When he waa spotted at 1:45 p.m,
talking on the phone at Efros Drugs in

the Drakeshire shopplng center, offl. .

cers surrounded the bullding, request-
ing customers and employees to leave.

A plaln clothes officer Identificd Nel-
s0n, and several officers entered the
atore, arresting him without a warrant,

Levy, who'd been told by pelice to
walt in his car at a nearby gas station,
later followed officers to the Hills sta.
tlon for processing.

TUESDAY, LEVY was “feeling

58 F"nge:
Vi

Iucky," and grateful that his experls
ence as a US, Marlne In Viet Nam
helped hlm “to put (hings into perspec-
tive.

“'At first I thought I was in trouble,
but then I thought, ‘as long as I'm drlv-
ing the car, he's not gotng to do me in.
Going 60 m.p.h,, that's sulcide.

Even If he was able to post $100,000

Pper

bond, Farmington Hills Detective Dar-
nel Krause sald Nelson couldn’t have
avolded going to Jail. He is wanted in
Wayne County for falling to appear for
an exam on two felony charges, and in
Washtenaw County for fallure to ap-
pear for sentencing for two counts of
armed robbery and one count of com-
misslon of a felony, with a firearm.
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An accldont at 1 p.m.

Intersection collision

Monday at 13 Mite and Farmington roads
uponded this Ford van, driven by Paul Clancy of Weat Bloomfiold,
Bryan Bacrgen of Farmington Hills, driver of the Camaro, told po-

RANDY BORST/staN photographer

lice ho was on F,

ar Road a|
tersection on a greon light whon he collided with Claccy, who was
traveling westbound on 13 Milo. No one was injured in the mishap.
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Only. if temporary

Bureaucrais see need for tax boost

By Joanne Mallszewsk|
stal wrilor

Farmington and Farmington Hilla
officials support a Democratlc-backed
38-percent state Income tax Increase
recently approved by the state House
Taxatlon Committee — as long as the
hike Is temporary.

. "On the face of it, It docs scem lke

Under current
students are unprepared for jobs In-ad-
vanced technology, or in the malnte-
nance and operation of weapons 8y3-
tems, she sald.
“WE ARE

very to the prob-

lem,” Willlam Costick, Farmington

Hills assistant city monager, sald. “It

sounds more reasonable than a perma-

nent Increase”
The

ga of
children who are unable to manage
these thing,” Shon sald,

In the last four years, however, as
bigh school students have become more
Interested In more rigorous aeademic
courses, enrollment has increased in
the district's math and science courses,
Schulman

Of the district’s 3,937 high school stu-
dents, 88 percent are enrolled In math
courses, About 70 percent are cnrolled
in sclence courses,

All high school atudents are required
to take two years of math and one year
of sclence, Schulman sald. But It sty.
dents only were taking their graduation

h ia,

q , he sald, in
math and sclence classes would not
have ) a8 sha,

pate In
ADEA with federal payments {ncreas-
Ing each year,
“It's a broad approach to the lechno-
logical exploslon,” NEA president Wil-
lard McGuire said.

‘The ADEA was propesed in responsa
to President Ronald . Resgan’s In-
creased fundlog for defense, Debble
Shan, NEA legislative speciallst, sald.

ly.

Because of recent tgc];zer loyofts (20
in 1082-8) due (o the district's declin-
Ing enrollment, the teaching staff is
older, Schulman said. But he sald that
many of those teachers are recelving
tralnlng In technologlcal subjects, such
as computer programming.

Ploaso turn to Page 4

o s blll would Increase
the Incomo tax rate from 4.8 to 8.35
percent, retroactive to Jan. 1. The tem-
porary hlke would be tied to the unem-
ployment ratc, decreasing aa the job-
lessrate
The plan to ellminate the state’s pro-
Jected $900-milllon budget defleit also
includes a .25-percent surcharge to
elimloate an cstimated $800-million
deficit from previoua years.

Although unfamitlar with the com.
mittee's complicated formula of tying
the tax increase to the

the current 4.6-percent level,
Last month, the state's seasonally

rate, Costick sald he can't tmagine
“what else they'd tle it to" to ensure
the Inerease is temporary.

“It sounds llke a temporary tax, but

4 permanent solutlon,” Costlck sald, “A
permanent tax Increase would be very
ditfieult for many people to handte.”
- CONSIDERING GOV. James Blanc-
hard's finanelal options, a tax Increase
Is inevitable, sald Robert Deadman,
Farmington clty manager,

“The tax Increase is permanent in
the sense that it'll be reinstated when
the unemployment rate goes up,”
Deadman said, polnting to

adjusted rate was 15,5
percent.

The temporary tax Increase plan has
the same effect as a permanent tox in-
crease because the state’s unemploy-
ment rate Is so changeable, particular.
Iy in the anto Industry, sald state Rep.
Sandy Brotherton, R-Farmin, gton,

“The unemployment rate Is the most
volatile and unrellable source we can
rely on," Brotherton sald, “If we're
going to live with chronic unemploy-
ment, then we need to make cuts in
spendlng” .
State Sen, Jack Faxon, D-Southfleld,

foi

boom-and-bust economle hlstory,
According to the Democratic plan,
when the average seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate drops below 13
pereent, the Income tax rate would de-
crease by .1 of a percent. When the Job-
less rate drops to 7.8 percent, Jast seen
In 1873, the tax rate would return to

was r
The Democratic bill most Jikely will
be voted on In the House today,
Brotherton sald.

“THE SENATE then will change it
:‘l;d make it more temporary,” he add-

Both Farmington and Farmington
HIlls officials are hoping the proposed

Shpiece: ‘Fund aboveboard’

Farmlogton School Board Trustee
Michael Shplece st up an “officehalder
cxpense fund” (OEF) to defray the
costa of printing and maillng the educa~
tlon newsletter he published in 1975.76.

Shplece submitted information and
dtnancial records to the Observer in re-
sponse 10 a recent artlele identifylng
him as the only Oakland County school
board member to establish an OEF.

OEFy, which legally may be set up
with trib

{urther thelr nomlnations or elections
to offlce.

Following hls election In 1975,
lece 7.60in

or a country elub membership, sald a
tongue-En-check Shplece.
“I established the fund 5o that 1 could

Sh 3}
funds to the "Shpiece Constituent Ser-
viee Fund.” The OEF later was supple-
mented with $87.62 of Shplcce’s own
money, and $53 in fund contributions,
About $100 in OEF money was spent
on mailing Iabels and printing costs for
“Mike Shplece Reports,” which updat-
ed sub on school board issucs

tions, are intended to cover “expenses

R ——

oral quarrel

. Taxpayers are anxiously walting to
s¢¢ how tho stats legislature will deal
with Gov. James Blanchard's proposed
Income tax Increase to pay off the $900
milllon state debt.

- QGroups are converging on Lansing to
volce displeasure over the proposal.
Some say a sales tax wonld be a wiser
move, SUI! others arc looking at In.
creasing tho gasolina tax to put the
state back in the black.

‘Would you prefer
'sales or income tax?

‘Today’s Oral Quarrel Is:
IF YOU WERE GOVERNOR WHAT
WOULD YOU DO TO PAY OFF THE
STATE'S DEBT?
THINK ABOUT THE GOVERNOR'S
PROPSOSAL?

Call Oral Quarrel at 477-588. You
have untll 1 p.m. on Friday to answer
the question. Look in Monday’s paper
Tor the reaponses.

to holding public offlce.”
Publle offlclals cannot use OEFs to

and events.
Funds never were used for school
board related expenses such as meals,

e ————

what’s inside

Amusements . , . , , 5,68
Business . . ..., ..8C
Clupcircult. , ., .., 2B
Community calondar , ,15A
Editorlals. , , , , ., ,18A
Obituarles . . .. ... 24

Recrentionnews . . . , A
Sclence spectrum. . . , aB
Sports . ., . . ,Sectlon G

“VERY FIRST CALL”
"“Sold car from very first calll
Very pleased! Had many calls

" throughout the day.” E. Conn
was happy with the rosults of
the Obscrver & Eccentrlc AU-
TOMOTIVE/TRANSPORTA-
TION classlfiod ad ho placod.
Remember...

One call
does It alll ¥

591-0900

Use your MasterCard or Visa

do the , distribute the agenda
and publicize the school board meet-
ings,” said the Farmington Hills resi-
dent, who at age 22 was tapped as the
youngest school board president [n
Michigan In 1979,

“I declded to do it above board, le-
galily and offlelally. I thought It was
imporiant to follow the spirit of the
1aw by filing the reports as required.
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tax Increase will provide the state with
the needed revenue to make its pay-
ments to school districts and local gov-
ernments.

“It looks like it might bring the state
back to an on-time payment basis,”
Dedman sald.

At least the sales tax portion of
Farmington's February state shared
revenue payment of $90,000 would be
pald, Deadman guessed. State shared’
Fevenues account for about 16.5 per-
cent of the clty's $2.9-million budget,

Farmington Hilla expected to
recelve approximately $400,000 of
state shared revenue in February, Cos-
tick sald. State shared revenues ac-
count for approximately 15 percent of
Farmington Hiils' $14-mllllon budget.

So far, the delays In state shared rev.
caues haven't hurt elther city's opera-
tlon, offlciale said. .

“We think we can shoulder the bur-
den it ereates on us without making
any drastlc changes in our operatlon,”
Costlck added.

L ¢ .
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Unidentified gunman
holds up restaurant

A Farmington Hills restaurant was
robbed of about $8,000 by an unidentt-
fled gunman at 12:45 a.m. Monday.

A man wearing a nylon stocking over
his face entered the back door at the
Ellas Brothers Big Boy at 24084 Or-
chard Lake Road a3 three employees
were cleaning up, pollce sald,

Holding a .25 or .380 automatic, the
man ran towards the busboy, grabbing
blm and pushing toward the walk-in
freezer, police sald. The gunman then
told the busboy and cook, Ronald Ves-
tevich and Christopher Boyee of Farm-
ingten Hilla, to get in the freezer, He
ordered the manager, Vincent Mllazzo
of Rosevllle, to take him nto the oftlce

“and open the safe.

Because the manager was “too slow
removing receipts,” the gunman or.
dered him out of the way. The man:
placed $7-8,000 In a white IGA thop~
plng bag.

Milazzo was then forced into tho,
{freczer with Vestevich and Boyce and-
warned o stay there because a second -
person acling as a backup was watch. |
Ing them, police said, -

The man fled out the back door, and
no vehicle was spotted by wi

Police have no suspects and are Inves- '

Ugating. -

Witnesses sald the gunman wayg -
about 24 years old, 6 foot $ Inches h‘l}‘
with dack bair. He was dressed In a .
‘:jppemi brown lcather Jacket and bloe -
jcans. : .
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