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less strain on the tape than does the VHS system.
Blank Beta recording tapes sell for less money than
‘blank VHS tapes,
- -VHS (Video Home System) was developed by
Electrlc, a J; firm that also owns
JVC, Panasonic and Quasar, When VHS appeared on
the market It offered two hours of recording time
‘per tape. So began the long play wars between the
4wo formats. It’s now passlble to record for elght
hours on a T-160 VHS tape. Matsushita quickly li-
‘censed other companles to build the VHS system
2ind these machines quickly flooded the market.
- Tn‘re does have some dlsadvantages when com-
pared to video discs. Movies on tape are expensive
although predictions are that the price will drop in
the next year. Rentals provide an inexpensive al-
{ernative Lo outright purchase. Tape also wears out,
B of the rapldly spinning vid d magnetle
particles shred from the tape causing
Which degrade the picture quality. Still frame and
pause, features found on some VTRs, alse cause
problems, When the tape stops moving in the ma-
chine that videohead Is still spinning at 1800 rpm. I
a tape is left on still frame or pause for too long the
spinning videohead can burn a blank spot In the

dropouts ,

Laser
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nals by the electronics inside the player and even.
tually displayed on your TV as a picture.

The sharpness of the laser disk image Is almost
double that of video tape and CED disk, The audio
or sound informatlon s also vastly improved over
the other two formats. A stereo laser dlsk that has
been enceded wilh the CX noise reduction system is
capable of sounding much better than a FM stereo
broadeast.

Unltke tape and CED disks, the laser disk will not
wear — nothing comes in contact with it except a
beam of light. A clear plastic coating covers the
surface of the disk to prevent damage to the mi-
croscopie pits (hat lic below the plastic. Finger '
prints and minor scratches will not harm the image
quality of the disk. Prices for the disks range from

5 to $60.

Desplte ali of these advanlages, the laser system
has been slow to catch on. The players are more
expensive than a CED machine but are generally in
the same price range as most VI'Rs that offer the
same lype of fealures,

Also, no recording is possible. It is a playback-

Disc
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removed from its protective cover, In normal use
the operator of the machine never hag to touch the
disk or remiove It from its sleeve, This is all done
automatlcally by the player. A built in stylus clean-
er helps keep mlcroscople particles of dust, which
could damage the disk, off the stylus, Although de-

slgned for many years of use the disks will eventu- .

ally show signs of wear from the stylus.

The stylus eventually will have to be replaced due
to wear.

The big advantage to the CED system is the low
price of the player and a large selectlon of titles,
CED dlsks costs anywhere from $20 to $50, depend.
Ing on the poputarity of the selection. A basic CED
machine ean be purchased for $200. The more so-
phisticated players offer stereo sound and CX noise
reduction. While laser buffs have a dlfficult time
tindIng a varlety of selcctlons, CED owners find it
much easler to fulfill their repertoire. About 700
titles currently are belng offered in the CED for-

Video battl;em;

goes to court.
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“I'd guess there are several hundred. people
working on that problem,” sald Frederick Fehlauer,
CBS Fox vice president and general manager,

“Lats research is being done in this area as we
continue to grow. But most solutlons that the indus-
try has developed have been thwarted by other
technology.”

THE VIDEQ SCUFFLE has jammed libraries
between a rock and a hard place, said Jerry Furl,
Farmington Hills C y Library andio-visual
chalrman and reference librarian.

“Because libraries are consldered public places
and not educational institutlons, we can lend video
cassettes, but cannot set up video casselte recor-
ders for use in the library.

“I's a gray arca, but technically, we'd be In vio-
latlon of the copyright laws,” said Furi, who Is
hopeful the Supreme Court will address (he prob-

tape. . only system,

mat. Like the laser system no recording is possible.
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In CBS Fox's labeling room, workers put the finishing touches on
video products. Tapes are matched with cartridges, labeled and
shrink-wropped for shipping. Lately, the blggest sellers are “An

Officer and s Genlleman,” “Star Trek Il — the Wrath of Kahn,"
‘“Jane Fonda's Workoul" and “Blade Runner.”

Video revolutionizes leisure

dlscounted two tapes — “Star Trek 11-
The Wrath of Kahn” and “An Officer

400 video disc Utles,
That's quite a spurt since Video Stu-

Continuod trom Page 1
For $399, videophiles can buy a mod-

Affordabillty 1= largely responsible
for the record-breaking sales.

em,
“It's really a thorny issuc right now,"”

Where to buy video

VIDEO-RAMA, 35564 Grand River,
Farmington Hills, Located In the Mulr.
wood Square shopping center. Phone
476-2350.

Sales and rentals of VHS tapes and
machincs, No disks in either format.

THE VIDEO CONNECTION of
Farmington Hills, 25898 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills. Phone 474-5020, Lo-
cated in the Chatham Square shopping
center. ;

Sales of videotape players and cam-
eras, rentals of video game cartridges
and VHS tapes, Tapes can be purchased
by special order only. CED dlsks are
also available for sales and rental.

WORLD WIDE TV and Apptlance
34701 Grand River, Farmington. Lo-
cated In the World Wide Center. Phone
477.3600.

Sales of TV, wide screen TV and vi-
deo monltors, Videotape players and
cameras can be purchased or rented,
Sales and rental of VHS movies and

CED disks also avallable. Video acees-
sorfes and blank recording tape are
also available,

THE VIDEO STUDIO 35119 Grand
River, Located in the K mart shopping
ceater. Phone 476-1970, Sales and rent-
al of VHS and Beta movles plus game
carirldges. This is the only location in
Farmington/Farmington ~Hills area
that s¢lls laser disks and players. CED
disks are s0ld and rented. Video acces-
sories, blank recording tape are also
avallable,

FARMINGTON HILLS LIBRARY
32737 W. 12 Mile Road, Farmington
Hills. Phone 553-0300, The Ubrary has
190 tittes avallable in the VHS format.
Tapes from the IRS to help you sort out
your tax forms can be borrowed free of
charge, A Umited sclection of laser
disks are also avatlable. The downtown
branch of the llbrary also has VHS
tapes. Call them 474-7770 for more in-
formatton,

ENE
We can’? affor

RGY. .
d fo waste if.

two years

ular oak cablnet to house a TV, video
cassette recorder or player, a video
game, tapes, discs and accessories. It
also can hide a spaghetti-like maze of
wlres.

Prices for both the equipment and
films have dropped so sharply that to-
day 42 percent of the American popula-
tion owns a VTR (vldeotape recorder),
sald Frederlck G. Fehlaucer, vice presl-
dent and general manager of CBS Fox
In Farmington Hills,

CBS Fox, o state-of-the-art interna-
tional flrm awned by 20th Century Fox
and the Columbia Broadeasting Sys-
tem, does mass dupllcation of video

“There's been a dramatic price re-
ductlon in bardware. At one time, RCA
video disc players cost $389 — they
now sell for around $199.

“When Sony introduced the Beta, It
cost $1,500. Today a basic VTR costs

400. And I've scen them as low as
$329," Fehlauer added.

Beta and VHS movles range in price
between $32.95 and $100. They can be
rented at most video stores for about
$2 per night durlng the week and for
about $3 for a weekend.

Blank Beta tapes (for recording) are
$3 to $4 cheaper than VHS tapes,

Video dlscs, which cost between $15
and $50, can be reated for about one

and a Geatleman.” Both sell for $38.95.
Paramount also, for the first time, pro-
duced a Beta movie (“An Officer and a
Gentleman®) for $29.95.

‘The combinatlon of a low priced and
a popular movle has resulied “in the
most successful fllm ever sold in the
Industry,” noted Fred Syerson, general
manager of Videe Studlo In Farming-
ton,

Vldeo Studlo’s growth s testimony to

L

dlo opened In Fu
ago with just 150 titles, Gross sales last
year for Video Studio were $2 miltlon,
enabling the company to open stores in
Warren and Sterling Helghts, Sycrson
2aid,

““The economy is working to our ben-
t.

o
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“It'a not that our busincss ls reces-
slon-proof, but because the economy s
50 bad, people are making their homes

the industry's exp! into
the lecal market. It's five metro Dev
trolt locatlons boast more than 5,000
video club members who enjoy 10 per-
cent discounts on rentals and sales of
the store’s 1,600 videotape titles and

centers,” Syerson said,

“They're buylng Ataris, as opposed
to sending their kids to arcades and
they're rentlng tapes. It's much cheap-
er than taking the family to the the-
ater.”

tapes, distributes video dises and video-

tapes commercials and industrial pro-

grama, :
“Between 4,5 and 4.18 'mlllﬂnswlﬁs v

are In consumer use in the US. Last

year, 2.6 million were sold, I don't the market buying films by 1984,

think ‘any of us would have In an effort to bolster

sales that high,” sald Fehlauer, zales, Paramount Home Video recently

dollar more than tapes.

Whlle the vast majority of people
rent tapes and dlscs, industry observers
say lower prices may see one third of
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Llecture Series

March?
March8
March9
March 10

2pm TIPS ONSUCCESSFUL FLORAL PHOTOGRAPHY

2pm HERB GARDENNG 5 GOODFOR YOUR HEART

2pm CARNIVOROUS PLANTS

2pm CROUND COVIRS & HEDGES
INHOMELANDSCAPING

7 pm TREEFRUIT & CRAPEPRUNING

March11 2pm SPRING FLOWER CREATIVITY

' Waednesday, March 9 through Saturday, March 12

A dramatic entrance into Spring
10amto 5 pm

is made with FASHION SHOWS
IN THE GARDENS Friday, March
11 at 7 pm and Saturday, March

A few deft snips-of the scissors is all it takes, and you
12at2pm.

will see the likeness of the subject emerge in
a silhouette. A personalized treasure, mounted on art
paper and ready to frame, this charming traditional
* art work will be cherished by family, loved ones and
! friends. Call 644-6900 for your appointment.
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BIRMINGHAM

FREE ADMISSION
TELEGRAPH
& ELIZABETH LK. RDS.
WATERFORD TWP.
SHOPPING DAILY 9:30t0 9
SUNDAYSNOONTO 5
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Fresh
Spring
cottons

Just what sweaters
for the season

fightweight and
very preity indeed, All,
sizes small, medium
or large.

Allover cable in turquvire,
purple, bright pink or white, $50
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oY Our exclutive open Argyll
R pattern in multi-brighis

!l on white, $45

¥

Our exclusive
Spring colored
rainkot 3tripes, §55

5 GRISWOLD, CITY N/

DETROIT » SOMERSET MALL, TROY

TIONAL BANK BLDG,,




