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There’s nothing of note
in musical production

Performances of the Birming-
ham Theatre production of the
musical “They're Playing Our
Song"” continue through March 27
at the theater, 211 S, Woodward.
The production {s directed by Pe-
ter B. Mumford. For furthar in-
Jormation, call the box office at

44-3533.

By Helen Zucker
apoclol writer

Sigh. After absorbing theater tke
“Nuts," the Birmingham Theatre,
management seems (o think we
need a dose of low-energy Nell
Simon and a bunch of Marvin Ham-
lisch's highly forgettable songs.

Both Slmon and Hamlisch have
written far better works (han
“They're Playing Our Song.” Simon
has eracked me up many times, and
I have a high regard for the score of
“Chorus Line,” and *The Way We
Were™ (both Hamlisch works), but
“They're Playlng Our Song” Is a col-
Iaboratlon that shovld've ended up
In the shredder.

Let me glve lyriclst Carole Bayer

. Sager her due while I'm at it. Ex-
cept for the tille song, her lyrics are
on a par wlth the rest of thls sorry
attemnpt to build a play about a rela-
tionship between a musician and a

STEPHEN CANTNELL/#18tt photog:aphot

Larry Kert Is Vernon Gerach and Marsha Skaggs ia Sonia Walsk —
songwriters who shush cach other when they hear the band play-
ing thelr song In the musical “They're Playing Our Song” at the
Birmingham Theatre,

- 1.3 - . -
Living and loving -
Jayne Lowmon as Teresa Philllps, Skip Pobst
(center) as her husband Bob and Jerry McKeon
as Willlam rehearse a scene from the British
comedy “How the Other Half Loves,” by Alan

house on the corner of Hunter and Chestnut
sireots. Also in the cast are Robert Bowes as
Frank and his real-life wife, Joan Bowes, playing
his wife Fiona Foster; and Donnn Snyder as Wil-

¥y Tho play f g on the lives of llam's wife, Mary Detweiler. Tickets ot $4 are
four will be p by. the Bl o 11 .at the door, but reservations are roce
ham Vlllage Players on Friday-Sunday and the ommended. For reservations call 844-2075,

mous 1t misfire throughout.
It's just an unfunny show-biz play

same doys the wockond of March 11 at the play-

- Dance theater presents performance

The Oakland Dance Theatre will
present "Frankle and Johnny" and

" “The New Dress” plus other dance

works, at 8:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
March 1112, and 2:30 p.m. March 12-
13 on the Oakland Unlversity campus
near Rochester,

The dance theater Is part of the De-

" partment of Theatre and Dance at OU.

Tickets are $4 general admission and
$3 for students and seplor cltizons.

“Frankie and Johnny” Is a modern
Jazz narrative based upon the popular
song of the 1930s. “The New Dress,”
taken {rom a story by Virglala Wooll,
concerns the Insecurities of a middle-
aged woman as she struggles with her
desire to assert herself, to fight her
own lrreversible pattern of sclf de-
struction.

ANOTHER WORK on the program
i3 called *Skit-Dat-De-Dat,” a light-

overload, It Is sct to Dixieland jazz
with a cast of 20.

Janlee Bourdage of Mlnneapolis will
be featured guest artist with the Qak-
land Dance Theatre at these perfor-
mances. Bourdage recently was a
member of the Bl Evans Dance Com-
pany In Scattle and now works as an

dancer and ch
at the ZYXT Dance Work Space.
She wlll present a new salo entijtled

lyriclst. Perhaps Simon and Ham-
llsch have goiten too bankable If
backers are more than willing to
plow money Into this fluff.

LARRY KERT as Vernon Gersch,
the successful muslelan who acts as
if he's a college sophomore, and
Marsha Skaggs as Sonfa Walsk, a
successful lyrist, haven't got an
ounce of sexual chemistry golng be-
tween them (the only thing that
might possibly have added a bit of
bellevability to thelr eternat depar-
tures and reconellfations),

We know at a glance that they are
people who would walk past cach
other at a party, and théy never do
anythlng to change our minds,

Sonia is supposed to be poor at the

review

Street), and Vernon is rich, having
made it to the 14th floor of the
bullding Leonard Bernsteln Jlves in,
cven though he's afraid of heights,
The running gag about Senia’s
clothes (she dresses In outfits she
gets from friends who've done plays
or commercials) isn't really funny,
since she’s been dressing in cos-
fumes since she attended Middle-
bury College and looks better in
them than she does In Lhe fashion-
able “real clothes™ she buys herself
when she “matures” at the finale.

It gets dull slnce we can see it

about two unbellevable people. I got
very tired of hearing the word *rela.
tonship,”

THE JAZZY SETS, ccholng the
2igzag shapes of the firescapes and
skyserapers, and the Jaguar echolng
the headlight scene tn “West Side
Story™ were fine. Se was Roy Mil-
ler's one llne as the Volee of Phil the
Engineer.

1 was glad we never got to meet
Leon, who plays the largest role in
thls triangle that works out happlly.

Dunno what to say about the ener-
getic dancers. They look like kids
who are practicing to get out of the
car-hop business. The best three see-
onds belong to Johnny Mathis, Alas,
he lsa’t in thls show, We hear hls

Ticket Information is avallable by call-

“Drift" to an erlginal score by Scotto
ing 377-2000.

hearted look at modernday anxiety Iverson. beglnning (she lives on W. 18th comling with each scene. Simon’s fa. voice on tape all (oo briefly.

SUNDAYS ... ) We're noted for our
it i by,
DELI CELEBRATE el o
- bountitul salsds
12 MILE AND and irrasistible
EVERGREEN w hcgo n:a::
Your Hosts: Southfield M) o -
Jack Balter 557-88989 S ————
and Al Winer ! | BRING YOUR I
DINNER SPECIALS UNC, Two For One

(ONE WEEK ONLY - 3/4 THRU 3/11)

Complete Dinnera (Deli Style)

* Qur Famous Short Ribs
SSPPRUS— N £ |

LT VY ——" X
* Homecooked Chicken
LIVOTS umomersd with soutond onione 5,49
All Dinnora Sorvod with Soup, Salad, Potato,
Vegotablo, Break Baskel..and of course A
Barrot of Plcklos on ovory tablo

DON'T FORGET -
THE TUESDAY NIGHT TRADITION!
“BUBBI'S BUFFER"

4 pm+o 8 pm Dally
Charles Rowland
At the Keyboard
Tues.-8at. Evenings
755 W. Big Boaver Tr 362.1282
inthe Botiom of the Top r?? Troy Bullding

UNCH!
This Sunday take the whole
family to a delicious
Win Schuler's brunch and make
Sunday a very special family day,
We're waiting for you!
Children under 10 — $2.95,
adult’s check includes children under 6,
. uiers
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| SHOWCASE CINEMAS |

STERLING HTS. 508
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ROCHESTER WEST BLOOMFIELD
ALL YOU CAN EAT *5.95 2601 Rochestors Rd, 6066 Wost Maplo
§ : 8523330 851-8850

Brunch: 10:30 a.m. - ;30 p.m.

Real Gold!

Sure, it's  orlunches, discounts _ G
.=H no blamney, on your check—
Enjoy Easter even more Carlos Murphy's has over maybe, even a

with colorfut pary
decorations and paper

$300.000 in prizes for you*

solid gold Credit |
during our St. Patrick's

Suisse ingot, video

R goods from Detroit Day celebration Thursday, tape recorder/TV,
g Popcom Company... Luncheon Speclal March 3—Thursday, walking cassette player,
Awaroiscount /ot __ T e March 17, or camera. PONTIAC 1:2:3°3°5 o |
Onm\y;i;r}f‘ L b ] Plan to come carly, There L::&saltlmnm<m PONTUE 332.001__ raw miB0|
e Visit to ilch a coin from our are lots of lucky Irishmen oo ralem B
“’m‘r‘: 2"" Leprechaun’s Pot o' Luck. like you comin‘yto celebrate SPS(ING!’
e Exchange it for frec dinners  with us. Erin go bragh! FEVER }'

Offer good with coupon only, Expires March 31, 1983,
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‘The Pool Restaurent Is housed in the
original swimming pocl room of the

“ARLOS MUR

Henry Ford EstateFalr Lane, former _{‘\\\‘L‘,"i_" (2%

tome of Benry and Cl:?rz:rd.“ am 2403 5O TECEQRADH RO PONTIAC_334-0811

Open Monday th " 11 s ‘ = ; .
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Lane serves the community s a histor ECTICTI G

*¥a furchuse necestary, yoid where protibued. Trises wifl
e wanded In 13 Carlos Murpiy ' throughou ihe crunery.
In Kamas, o0kt & pires valat ia the Public Area only,

Ie site and en educational and cuhtural
center.
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CALL THEATRE FOR 8
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