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the Lansing rally were Rose Galley of Farming-
ion, Elleen Prestel of Birmingham, Hope Winky of Troy, Lillian
Peck of West Bloomficld. Corinne Breer of Bloomfield Hills and
(kneeling) John Gibson of West Bloomfleld.
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Tax foes vent gripes in Lansing

By‘ Tim chh’lld
staft writer

“First, time I've ever done anything llke
this,” sald’ one suburban tax protestor after
another among the 350 on the steps of the
State Capitot Building.

They spent Tuesday's Junch hour protesting
Gov. James Blanchard’s plan to ralse the state

. m’rbere were mized feellngs on whether a sales

Increasa from 4 percent to 5 would be more
acceptable. “If we had to have a tax, I would prefer

" asales tax because you can avold it," said Winky.

The zpeeches wern cheers rather than orations:
“Taz, tax, taz, spend, spend, spend, with you guys it
never ends.”’ “Hear our cry, pay attentlon, we're
the ones who pay your penslon.”

DAVID LITTMAN, vice
at

president and senlor

personal income tax to 8.35 percent. Blanchard

Natlonal Corp., urged
house in order before

is asking Increases of 1.5 percent for operatk
and .25 percent to retire an accumulated defielt,

‘The House passed a modifled verslon of the pro-
posal by §9-51 vote Wednesday. The bill wili go to
the Senate for further dlscusston.

“LEGISLATORS, you should tighten your belts
before you ask us to tighten ours,” said the sign
carried by Rose Galley of Frankila.

“We Live on a fized income,”" sald retirce Hope
Winky of Troy, who, like most slgn carriers, was
taking part in her first politlcal act beyond voting
or writing a letter. While the Winky's Soclal Securi-
ty and pensions wouldn't be subject to the tax in.
crease, thelr dividends and Interest would be..

“Many, many of my fricnds have moved to Florl-
da to escape property taxes,” she sald,

to put
‘even considering a tax hike,

Littman, a- member of the Bloomfield Hills
school board, gave a detalled analysis, with chart,
contending “Michigan haa conalstently outspent its
peer group of states (the 13 most populous). . . in
many of the key budget areas.”.

Littman's examples:

, ® In higher education, Michigan spends $205 per
capita, or 38.5 percent more thin the 13-state aver-
age. If Michigan reduced this item to the 13-state
average, the savings would be $525 milllon — al.
most as much as the ‘$700-mlllfon to $900-million
projected deficit.

@ In public welfare, Michigan apends $305 per
caplta, $7.4 percent more than the average. Reduc-
ing wellare spending to average would save $764
mitlion, almost balanelng the budget.

© Other educatlonnl spending and libraries are

18.9 percent above average; loca) schools, 15.8 pers
cent above.

“All economle forecasts have been revised up-
ward,” sald Littman, saying cxisting taxes would
produce $500 million more, as the cconomy im-
proves, than projected.

‘THE EVENT was a fleld day for Republican leg-
fslators, whose cauctses are worklng to come up
with figures showing the stale is overspending on
such matters as colleges and welfere, and that no
permanent (18 months or longer) tax hike i3 necded.

Republiean Reps, Mat Dunaskiss of Lake Orion,
Jack Kirksey of Livonia, Frederlek Dlllingham of
Fowlerville and Sen, E4 Fredericks of Holland all
denounced the tax plan.

*“The governor and the Democrats are now on a
fast track. They're golng to run it through begin-
ning Wednesday,"” £ald Dunaskiss.

WALTER ROXY, of the accounting firm of Alex-
ander Grant & Co. offices in Detrolt and Southfield,
reported some of his tax customers were moving to
Floridn to escape Michlgan's income tax.

“They're taking thelr bank accounts with them,
and that dralns capital from Michigan,” he sald.

Jlm Morberg, director of the Bouse Flacal Agen-
ey, called Medlcald “the worst fiscal problem ln
this state. Medicald costs are going up 12 to 15 per-
cent a year, and it doesn't care whether we're in o
recesslon or not.”

The state Capitol
! Tuesday was the
gathering point for
about 350 tax protes-
tors.

Jim Geoffrey (top,
feft), a Ford Motor
Co. engineer from
Livonia, got o lot of
attention with his
sign that advocated

ernor” with a dozon
teabngs suspended
trom it. To this first-
time demonsirator,
Knoits symbolized
the stumbling, inet-
fectuat comedian.
The teabags recalled
the anti-tax tervor of

8oslon Tea Party.
Claudine Sahoski
(bottom, loft) of
Southtield compares
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25% off
You have just four days to slock
up and save on popular Silcron’
dress shirts by Damon, in white,
blue or natural polyester/cotton.
Short sleeves, reg. $22. sale 16,48;
longy sleeves, reg. $24, sale 17.98,
14%2-17'; long sleeves in excct
sleeve lengths. Better Dress Shirts,
Save on Damons' plaid or
sirlped ties. in assorted pastels for
spring. Made of silk/cotton. Reg
§15, sale 10.99 each. Hudson's
Men's Neckwear, all slotes.
Sale ends Sundoy. March 4.

Also save 20% on men's sulls,
sport coats, blozers and slacks
now through March 12, during our
Semi-Annua! Men's Clothing Sale.

—
&13 ORDER BY PRONE: 24 hours a day. 7 days a week.
In Metio Detrolt, call 569-2454. Elsewhere, order ioll-ree 1-800-233-2000.




